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A L U R E D U S, 



iETTEa XXII. 
Olirfia to Mrs. ISelwin. 

South Audley-Streijt. 

JL OU command me, 'dearest Madam, 
.to speak no more of obligations ; you 
"teUme yoti are saEtisfied with the as- 
surances I have given you of endea- 
vouring to deserve your friendship* 
If my tongue is imposed silence, if I 
am dbliged to restrain my pen, from 
expressing the emotions of my heart, 
3till Iwill find out methods to demon-: 

. vox III. B strate 



Strata my gratitude. When for a mo- 
ment I forget the interest of your hap- 
piness, or suffer my vigilance to slum- 
ber where my watchfulness might ward 
off a blow leveUed at your peace, or 
threatening to the honour of your fa- 
mily, that moment may I be thrown 
irom your esteem, that moment may 
I be a b^^krapt even in hope ! may 
the idea of every tender friend, may 
ievery comfortable reflection be blot- 
ted from - my memory ! be it faith- 
ful only to such events in my . past 
Jife as I least wish to remember ! 
may Heaven itself, repenting of its 
goodness,* .no longer make me the ob- 
ject of its care ; or you, my dear Mrs. 
Selwin, the instrument of its divine 
protection ! May I return to all the 
bon-ors of that situation from which 
you raised !me, without innocence to 

support 



5Stipport me against the attacks of po- 
verty, agaiQSt the efforts of despair ! 
Shall not the comforts of my benefacr 
tress, be my comforts ? Shall not h^r 
disquietudes be my disquietudes ? It 
would be presumptuous in me to exa- 
mine into the part you have assigned 
.me ; the rectitude of your heart is the 
. best security I can have for the pro- 
|)ricty of my actions. — ^Thefe was but 
jOne circumstance that. would have put 
it out of my power to cpnvince you 
of my obedience; fortimately Ithat 
pne has not pccurred. Had Lady 
Mortihgtpa.made nae the confidant of 
her se^itipa^nts, and, those sentiments 
been derogatory to virtue, on no 
consideration could I have submitted 
either to. jvct the part of a spy and be*- 
tiay the trust she reposed in me, or to 
haveiived the guilty partner of lier in- 

B a . cliuations; 
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'<rli«atioTis ; my own reputation, low 
as I am reduced by fortune, requires 
that I sliould cautiously guard it 
equally from the imputation of tiea* 
cbery, and the appearance of levity. 
A young woman who will condescend 
4;o share the criminal secrets of hpr 
«up^i*ior, becomes a partner in her in- 
idiscretions : — in su<;h a case, I must 
have declined the honour of her Lady- 
ship's protection ;, I must have secured 
my peace and character, by leaving 
Lord Mortington's family : — it would 
have been my only resource against 
%ny eitherreceiving or betraying her 
4:onfidence. To havjC connived at 
guilt, or> assassin-like, to have turned 
those wt?apou8 she had put into my 
handB against her own bosom, my 
60ul would have disclaimed. I thank 
God ! my good; kind, Mrs* Selwin, I 

thank 



thank God! I have none of tliose 
llifficulties to deter me fi-om a strict 
observance of your cpminands^ and! 
sliall feel no repugnance in obeying, 
them minutely. Hitherto I have not 
been able to discover any thing faulty, 
or even exceptionable in the conduct 
of your daughter. Indeed, Madam) I 
flatter myself you have drawn a too^ 
hasty conclusion, from the eagerness 
her Ladyship expressed for coming to- 
town. Your apprehensions have also^ 

. been inflamed by a vile officious incen- 
diary, whose production is evidently that 

, of envy, jealousy, or some such, meau- 
. degrading prineigle. 



r ani so much confined to my own. 
apartment, as well fron\*inclination, as 
because Lady Mortidgton does not 
importune me to mix in company, that 

bS. I have 
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10 ALUEITDOft. 

I have yet had few opportunities bf 
fixing my suspicibns on ariy particular 
person. — ^There is a certain lady of 
quah'ty they have glariced over- 
Chance once threw Her in' my wayt 
She is a constant visitor at this house, 
and professes a rohiaritid fViehdship fot 
Lady Mortirigtori, vi'hicb, With' some 
other circumstances^ has madb Ker the 
object of my no very favoutatblfe ob- 
servation. I have experienced lii^r Aifeht 
for giving pain. A person of dis- 
tinction, who, unprovoked, can csflmly 
insult the unfortunate, wants that ge^ 
nerosity of soul, that humanity of dis- 
position, which sets the lowest child of 
poverty above the debasement of beings 
suspected; and I thlnK I do not judge 
harshly, in si^p^josmg such a person 
would not spare, even the tender bosom 
of a parent. I-onland Lady Morting^- 



ton, i swsure you, Madam^ are not the 
most dissatidfied couple ill the world j 
there is a great deal of complaiaance' 
observed on her side; I hope time will 
effect much more. The exertion of a 
Kttle preference, a little tenderness, wiil 
at any time warm those seeds of gentle* 
ness which nature has sown in t^ heart 
of Lord MortingtoUk lam convinced 
it will be in the Countess's power, not 
<miy ta mould' him as she pl6asesi» but 
aI$o to eradicate that r^erveMi^hich has 
hitlieito marked thq features of hii 
temper with unpleasing^-^t kast, what 
the world have called unpleasing — 
characters. His Lordship, before he 
was connected with Lady Mortington, 
was arrived at that time of life when it- 
is most difficult to unbend the mirtdj 
or new-model a dispositidn thai tlie rust 
of a single life bad rather inclined t^ 

b4 - that 



18 ikLUREDUSs 

that of a humourist. Unmarried mea 
contract a thousand habits, wliich, in a 
more social situation, would have heea 
avoided: for want of domestic comt* 
paniona, they are apt to. consult theii; 
own humour, on evel^ occasioui^ iud^, 
perhaps, that humoui: often mbleads 
them against their better judgment. 
Lord Mortington'$ soul i& rich in kind? 
ness, benevolence, and- hLumanity. I 
should be the most ungrateful creatune 
breathing, if I did iiot ^acknowledjge 
those excellent qualities^ which, in his 
whole behayipuF. tio me, Lhavesoabuur 
dantly experienced. The Coui^tess ha^^ 
quitei recovered her h^ealth andstrengtl)j 
she was^ yesterday pr^ented at court: 
her lovelj: person could receive no. §1(1- 
dition li'om oxnaments, though^ J 
believe, the magnificence of her . apr 
pearancft wns sqaLr<;.ely- ever emialled,. 

iSroq\ 



AXTJRtDtr^. 13 

Erpm the moment she left her dressing^^- . 



room to the iTTometit she stepped into 
her chair, the good • Earl's eyes never 
wandered, they wei'e fixed on her 
charming face with such expressions of 
transport, as if she al6ne had been the 
deity of his adoration^ the being on * 
whose smile depended his felicity;, 
neither did he confitie his atdmiration 
to silence, or her Ladyship seem dis^ 
'satisfied with his praises. T sometimes 
hope she is net insensible to Ker Lord's 
attentions; at others, she obliges me 
to change my opinion; but I have 
never yet had the least cause to suspect 
that the preference she neglfects to shew 
him is given to another; I scarcely 
ever saw, read, or heartf*or,*a Wotnan 
having^ so absolute a command over 
the paskions of the other se^, that could 
receive' the devoffs of a lover,- or tfie 

B 5 . effusions , 
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effi»ions of a husband *s fond approba^ 
tion, with equal imconcern. If your 
daughter is not affected by the un- 
:\vearied assiduities of her Lord^ trust 
me. Madam, her heart is fortified with. 
the same impregnable indifference^ 
against the attacks of a lover, evei^ 
though that loveF should be Lord 
Derwent* 

Ever since I Teceivedyour first com- 
mands,. I have made the intricate 
windings of Lady Mortington's heart 
my constant study, and think I may 
now venture to pronounce, there are 
but few shades by which its virtues are 
obscured; she wants sensibility but on 
one . occasion ; you, my dfear^est Mrs/ 
Selwin, will be best able to define for 
what, gooti purposes Providence has^^ 

furnished 



furnished the Count^s^s h^art with to' 
small a proportion x)f sosceptibility* 

Lord Derwcnt is often ihe subject rf* 
Lord Mortington's convCTsation ; he 
speaks of him without reserve; he de- 
clares him the most sensible, elegant, 
and accomplishfed of any of the young: 
nobility, admires his improvements,, 
enlarges even on his personal attrac- 
tions, and pronounces hitn a man of 
honour. The Countess hears him with 
as little emotion as if he was talking of 
a brother; she neither affirms nor con- 
tradicts; she affects not to avoid hear- 
ing his praises, nor does she Ksten to> 
them with any degree of pleasure ; she 
is never less discomposed; not a sigh^ 
or a blush contradicts the reality <>£ 
hCT composure. Repeated visits - hav^e 
already passed between the two Earls. - 

BjS Lady 
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« 

Lady Mortington has sometimes- pai> 
taken of those from. Lord Derwent^ 
but I cannot discern the least altera- 
tion either in. her, humour or sj>kits, 
after she has beea ia his company. I 
am very particular^ my. dear Madam, 
tha^'ou may restore peace to your soul, 
from knowing: circumstantially on what 
reasons I found my hopes that your 
daughter's conduct will give yoaiiO'^ 
essential, cause for unhappiness. 

iler Ladyship told me this morning, 
with, a lively pleasure that charmed me« 
of your intentions to meet her at Mpr- , 
tington Castle. She speaks of you^anii 
of her father with umisual tenderness ; . 
her hearty I am siHre,. is innocent; . and 
I make no doubt, but those blossoms 
of the mind will expand themselves in ' 
*^ lata season, wbidi> in the spring of 

hec; 



AlUUREDUS. 17^ 

Bei* life, have been nipped hy. a too- 
early and top intimate intercourse with j 
a world, whose examples are pernicious: 
to the pjrincigles of strict rectitude, 

Trusti Midam, the accoimts I send! 
y0u ; for even your-ease, the dearest ta 
meof all other considieration^, twould 
not flatter at the expence of truth* 
If my iijtelligence. can have the power 
to alleviate your afflicting apprehen- 
aiohs, how. great the reward of iny 
obedience ! I'ew, very few, confer ob- 
ligations likag-Mivs, ^Selwin... There are 
hone whose gratitude and affection to 
their, benefactress can equal that of hex 
Qlixia.-. • 
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LETTER XXIIL 



Lari J)ertoent to Sir Philip IFest. 



HlU-Strecti 

Suppose, dear Philip, a young mala 
of tried abilities) with whom you are 
well acquainted, should form a design 
of followiog your lead, and enter into < 
the service of his country : Would you 
encourage his intentions, or have you a' 
vacancy to offer, in your own regi*- 
ment, by which he may climb the 
ladder of preferment? Pity,, the best 
materials in the world far making a great 

General^, 



General) should be buried in the grave* 
ef common acquirement, or moulder in' 
the lap of luxury. — ^Were I even at. this 
time of day to grasp the brown musket,, 
nothing less than a moiiumenterected 
to my feme, amongst the other heroes- 
in Westminster-Ahbey, would satisfy 
my ambition ► He who can regulate 
his ONVHi aftion^ may well discipline an' 
army ; but he who can gaia a conquest 
over his own passions need not fear An 
host of ^med men. 

»* ■ ~ - 

Were you to ^e Lady Mbrtmgtony 

in all her ittiproved charrris, with every 
dazzling ornament which can set them 
efF to advantage ; were you to feel the 
tender sentiments I once experienced 
for that fair emblem of inconstancy, 
you would not wonder at the into^ti- 
catiori with which I SoUfid my prowess. 

Had 



so ALUREDU8. 

« 

Had her ingratitude left me quite sa> 
much the masterofmy own inclinations, 
a9 I vainly boasted, I should have had 
little merit in treating her with that dis- 
tant respect,, her character as a married 
woman exaAed. I deceived myself 
when I said I could see Alicia witli indif- 
ference; the first time chance threw 
her in my way, the deception dropped ; 
but where it dropped, lioaouvstept in, 
and J)ropped my sinking fortitude. I 
now lay the whole weight of myfeelings 
securely on its unbending strength"; 
and it has since supported me in vari- 
ous rencounters with my too lovely 
enemy^ 

At court, at' my mother's, at Lady 

G 's assembly, 1 have since met the, 

blooming Countess, I have, seen her' 
once in her own house ; but 

not: 



sot a word^ a look, has^ escaped iq€^ 
tj^hich, ift the cooler moments of 16,7. 
flection, I could wish unsaid, unlocked; 
Whatever conflict my affections sus^ 
tain, my actions, shall apt reproa^l) 
me.— I often wonder; that, after th^ 
incontestable proof of insen^bility she 
gave me, oil ourxetum from a certain 
expedition, which was to hayo ended 
in a union the most lasting^ the jtiost 
tender, -^-I mope than wjwder, I an> 
astonished, how my reasonr could be S9 
much blinded by passion,, as not ,tQ 
discover that J was only the dupe of 
my own- paFtiality. Faithl I aan giy^ 
you no account of the beginnii^ or 
end of an attachment so ridiculous^ I 
only suppose- it was- begun at hen-^yes., . 
and hope it will subside by the fonoe 
of unprejudiced judgment. Nature - 
formed her person beautiful,, to engager 



my admiration ; Art endowed her mind 
with its thousand decq>tions, to make 
me curse ray folly* Lunatic-like, I 
drew closer the bandage of infataation, 
by which my saght was obscufed ; I 
decked' the soul of my Alicia withper* 
factions which never existed in h^r 
heart; aBd> fool that. I was^ wor&bipr 
ped the idol of ray owa< inventive fan^ 
cy. I alldw^heisistillibemitifiila^eii^Pi. 
that I cannot/ yet behold' Ifei^ oftai^n^f 
vitliput feelsQg^ tfam^r inih^nce y b^t. I 
lam no longer hejr slave.^ W^re shf^. a 
widt^ to-morrow^ sfa^ is t}I^e l^.wQr 
man in the universe wfa^ sliould a 
second time impose, on my Sjense& 
No :- if ever again I entertain a serioua- 
thought of matrimony, my W:ife must 
be mistress in reality of those delicar 
cie$i those refiqem^jats, the sbadaws of 



VirhicH I have liithertQ mistaken for sub- 
stance. 

We Jircbotli/ I believe, mighty easy 
about each other ; she s6ems already 
to have forgbttfen that 1: have ev^r beeA 
more to Her thana common acquaiiit^ 
adce ; neither cOnsciotis- shwhe, no^ 
agitatihg* sensibility, affecte' hfer cortl'- 
ptistlre. Wdl, itf is all for tlief BiesIL 
T aiU but a* maii 'I woiild not Hatve 
ter fess insensible for the World; If 
we can resist! such' tem|>ttitions as fall 
in oxvt Way, thei'e* ik no Hecessilty t^ 
wish for greater merely to conlfaat 
with. A man may sometimes judgfe of 
Kis ^ own strength ; but weaknesses, 
often lie concealed under self-approba- 
tion, whfch it might be dangerous to» 
cart from theif hidden recesses. — 
Enough of lady Mortin^6n ; — ^her 

husbaudU 
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husband did not use me well m sup-^ 
planting me, after* knowing my attaclir 
ment, and the difficulties by which I 
was surrounded^, yet, \ heartily^ for- 
give, naiy^ I can even thank him for 
the unintended sservice he has done 
jne. Had Alicia been worthy of my 
heart,' the refusal of his would have 
been grateful to my affections ; his 
pretensions^ then, could only have 
added to her value, consequently to 
ihy happiness ; but as she never der 
served the preference I gave her, my 
obligations to him are not less for re* 
moving my deception.. 

Lord Morjtington's character, is not 
so unpleasing as I. have joined with 
many others in believing i — he has 
gained in his. upder^tanding, appear-* 

anpe,, zsA, address, .by his connection, 

■* ' ' • . • * 

mora 
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tiiore than I lost wh€'n he obstract-ed 
liiine. It lias generally been allowed 
that love is a polisher of the rougliest 
manners >; but I should as soon ha\ne 
•ex,pe<rted a diamond could have com- 
^muhictated its owfi lustre to the slav« 
that digs it from the mine, or to thie 
artificer who moulds it into form, as 
that Mortington should adppt in any 
degree, a propriety, an ease, an ele- 
gance, in the mode of his behaviour, 
sp foreign from Svhat made him the 
subject of your, of my, of every 
body's dislike and ridicule. His Coun- 
tess is certainly mistress of the graces; 

yet the change is^ wonderful. 1 

,know you are not exactly of my 
opinion. You never would ackrtow- 
ledge that my Allcig was the most beau- 
tiful of women ; but, for dnce, do not 
oppose this assertiad — ^prkfice do not ) 

my 



at tlie instigation of prudence^: lovfe, 
or virtue, who tell, rae, they are the 
constant inhabitants of her bosom> * 
that th^y form her thoughts, govern 
Iier actions, and regulate her every mo- 
tion. Her hair is aukilft, uricuried, 
fin powdered, unfeathered, rich only in 
' ts own natural beauties ; in her;dress, 
ihe only submits to decent custom 4 
canity is banished from her toilet; 
' 50od sense' condu<*s her thither ;^.taste, 
* 'simplicity, neatness, are her three as- 
sistant graces *; and, when attired by 
them, humility leads her forward. She 
is supported on one side by fortitude, 
on the other by smiling intiocenoe ;— ■ 
youth, vivacity, with all their train of 
^jentle, generous, tender passions, revel 
jeforc her airy footsteps. What hands ! 
y/hat arms ! what proportion ! what 
universal elegance 1 Thus adornjcd, 

thus 
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th«s atdted, thus led, thus preceded, 
she comes towards itie. Take care, 
Derwent, lest a second time, Pygma- 
lion^IDc^ thou fallest a victim to thy 
own creation* — —I will not write ano- 
ther syllable. — Yes, I will tell you, 
that I go this moment to South Audly- 
street, I shall, whilst warmed with thcL 
pliantom I have raised, see Lady Mor- 
tington — ^sce her with indifterence, 
and prove the validity of n>y new 
visioaarv^^tftchnifent. Farewell. 



vot. in. 
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LETTER XXfV. 



From the same to the same. 



HUUtrcet. 

JVl Y military ardour is at an end ;: — 

farewell posthumous fame ; — I would 
not give a rush for monuments erected 
to my memory, lasting as time itself, 
conscious as I am of not deserv- 
ing the distinction, I resign my 
truncheon to any other mwe likely 
than I am, to wield it with true hero- 
ism, I a General ; I discipline regi- 
ments ; I encounter a host of armed 

men, 



^en, who am not fit to carry a halljert 
in the corps of discretion I No, no, 
iny friend ; ^ settled life now termi-» 
nates the view of my ambition ; I have 
not a wish, a desire, bpyond it. Des-, 
pise me if you can ; I have been in 
danger ; a miracle has saved me ; I 
am come off with honour ; but more, 
a thousand times more^. in love than 
e^eci. 



<>« 



^ull of myencliauting vision, 1 went, 
as I: told you :I intended, to South-. 
Ajidly*6treet Lord Mortington was 
ixot at home. I asked for. th.e Coun- , 
tes;^ and was shewn to her dressina:- 
room. I entered with a vacant, un- 
embarr^iSsed air. I believe I was hard- 
lyjet.rotjsed.from my delicious reve- 
verie .; , nw. mind w^ in straiige eon- 
qasioa^ ^^^^i ^^ presentiments not 

c2 to 
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— —West ! she is virtuous, strictly vir^ 
tuous ; it was not love, but the fear of 
iTiy reproaches, by which she was af*- 
fected, even to tears aflfected. Soften* 
ed, as I tell you, the only favour I ' 
couW t)btai:n from her, was a half pro* 
mise, which (let me do her the justice 
to say) I almost tortured from her, to. 
giw me quarter of an-^our's conversa- 
tion at Cornelly's masquerade 'next 

Th^Ufdafy! 

'» . i . . ' 

' '-Condemn 'me not harshly ; you ha:\'c* 
iny thoughts uncltsguised as. they ascend 
to-Heaven ; it is fron;! Uhem only that I 
atti condemned ev^n in my own opi* 
itiQii ; for, though the force of pas- 
sion hurried me to lengths discretion, 
forbade^ yet, believe rtte, I never insult- 
ed her ear 'with a declaration: imppopcr , 
forthewift o€ Lord Martington, op 

*^ •• ev.eE- 
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ever formed a design derogatory to hei*, 
to his, , or to ray .own honour. I own 
myself then charmed at her conscious-, 
ness of having injured me; I thought, 
hut I now confess it was an erroneous 
supposition, that, wthout criminality, 
I might indulge mysdf publicly or in 
private, with seeing and conversing 
with her. The false colouring with 
which I glossed over the inclination I 
found in my heart ac this moment to 
keep up an intimacy with Lady Mor- 
tington, made me see no impropriety 
in my request for next Thursday ; it 
'was formed in consequence of the in- 
nocent gratification my senses received 
in the present interview. By all that 
is most dear and sacred to me, I sp- 
. leitinly protest, a wish more guilty 
than seeing and talking to her without 

c 4 constraint 



constraiat was not formed feyen m my 
ideas. I liare mot aDs^wer for .i»y feUi* 

..bility in a less delicate :fiituatu)ii; Uut 
ia tfa^ mff .hofiiQur was too.nea^y con-- 
cerned.; neither can J say when my>un« 
sieauing: gaUanlry mig^t hav^ endec^ 
lia^ not Heaven oj^rtunely disjtatch^ 
ed, mie of its faire&t auaistering aQ|g^ 

^ oi grace, peace, And love,; to my, rescue 
from folly,. Just asl liad thankeid Jbisr 
for having granted nay petition^ tbe 
lock softly turned, softly the door 
opened, ^md in. glided the-— g^Uer 

• guardian of my peace* Whilst this. 

gentle guardian restored peace to my 
bosom, I found a vacancy there,, wiiicli 
convinced me, however misled by 

.former ^pearanqes, that I been the 
master of my, own beart tiUithad; mo^ 
ment« 



In 



Intbfe kistGtt7rof my vMatiifimit «a' 
Xsuiy M<»*thigtbii, 'lit thare emeka foe 

^tkmd 4ik i^&n^.T«4.-»^I atii mad, ali- 
j^olittely distiiMiMs* I Ifiii^ #f>utid Tity 
: ktogfi^aty attig«lMr€to«ii-^*K:a{n lf«r M^bat 
you T^ ndv ; btttif yon ^ihiHild ever 
Mtte the hoiic^iif t6 approach licr it 
'«iii9tite by tiie title ^^riv^ntp or 
iy^mwill s^'nie the ^rm^k tM^rub\t Df 
^m. i8 4lt ii(li(>0ssiiMe that fhk^irtiS' 
tPit^t ^t 8ri^m^lAhg? ?Wwi it'j^ossible 
'^tfaat weJcntBv^^a4^lt>0ther fe^lbie oiir fa- 
wn ts^ishet^d^liitaVhb Wdtid df. oon-' 
^U^ion? or why did my swl fly to 
liireet her ^itft^l tfcig^ftgemei^, fi^ntK 
4ihip^ afrdcnair, «efF a > Idng^^e^Misbed I 
ecmnection? Why does it n^w infom> < 
me, that my patosioti fiiffJ^i^jw^l^ 



• oni](!wittiD3y ^^sistence ?: I kaow.no*- 
. tiling I of wJba or what she: is, except: 
Jtqw $ywi^^y^i(^Hdi tells me. she is 

chferjy. tibiqg io the WQrld tp ine,, aud 
oUtat w4t4oitf»her<stba wwi4 would bea 

des^t I£ ever in my. life ; I rhave dai^ 
^: gi^od ^tioa^ !f roMideupe . now mean^^ 
,ta .re\«trd mer^jritb^^ the; brightest gem 

rbe.Hfinif.. * I woidd notJose the deai^ 
^delightful hop^ of calling her toy ovm, 
:I would uQt lose it for millions,. Wish- 
you, a repr^JSjentation of.lier persQn,rr 
Jook, ibr, it , in/ the pictuie I faintly. 
. sketched inniy preoeding; lettefi, No- 
-thing i^.beautifuly or the reverse^ but 
J>y d0njpai:ison- I' oiice thought njy. 
j^olc^riug^too.high for the mQdeuate- 
pfiiM;:il of natarei^~:i»y judg^aent was. 
;tl)at,.o6 a,i>P:Vi^e;/ I, was not weU. 
.j^nctijgh '^<;ili4.ainted.witk the : works. of 



that great artist, l3f> kiicAv^hOMr infinite^ 
ly 'she can excel the utmost sketch of 
humanf invention. The liveliest efforts 
of Triy ima^nali6n faded in^ pi^Sence of 
\ht wondei^ she this day produci&d, ' t6 
convince nie of hei-^periority. Evety 
took I presumed to steal on her mas'- 
terly production filled nie with con*- 
victron ;* I look^d-s^I trembled^^I Was 
"Confounded at my own presumption. 
What I tiad drawn of perfection was 
only a copy, a ppor, faint copy ; but in. 
point of description, the likeness m^s 
so striking, that when the lovely ori- 
ginal flashed upon me, I should haN^e 
regarded her appearance as the conti- 
nuance of my transporting vision, had 
not the advantage on the side of reality 
-bten so very conspicuous, tbfit T could 
not avoid seeing- myself &n humbjt 
iilntatpr, without a view to imitation. 

' c 6 I nQ\cr 
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I ]^»^tMife«D Mv^thiit wommi jlfe>^@fr 
I hoBour tte seKf m f^net^ wko^abot^ 
Ainiiab mmi&hh of jmtd^ mA ^fmoo^ 
to Mt file atmtfe «a l^t ImMtssaifi 

modtUed a ftmale ; I cviLed^ it fttefiieV 
and b€<^ie entuDOQied^f a^ p^ .^r*^ 
Ibraiance, Whpa I^s^w OHvi% wbitdi^^ 
jwas the qbIjt lowBe fay whiek Ludur Moi^ 
tington dJAtii^giiis&ad ^)ii$ phmmm^ 
non, I daggered wU& iiiiipriret amt tftr 
one iriew cpBiesaed anysielf a danb^rr^ 
Mote virtues, laoris^iae^ tba» fiGtifl» 
h^d taught me to plaee arouii4fft](;f td^ 

• 

Diymity, crpujAed tbe ef^ abd Mh- 
.tended the sober,, ipedei^t atop <>f ^)r 
jsouli) cott«[i»9roF ; th^/ppeaetice b«mo^ 
visible, that fpe^ah^w action ^tneior 
BO importance IB reve^mg tb$m. AE^. 
ter the experience I ham paiiid for^ I 

think I sl^ottjd h^ d«ti(C»^)y'isaiitiom 

• 



qam Aiwa wbM' her ^isppetaaxHiemoca^ 
mio^' I :W<>i^6iEive liid her tatfieti]^* 

iKtideieM ^8fif»idiiitk^ Ciiat ciicLyfn^ like 
j^arls ^ver inured/ Hew, Mfoiild. I , 

j^etq^lex^es^ s^pessf , have I to ttavet 

^-^iftaas^l If 4mtie Hope refi^kea 
»e-e» nQ^ joumi^, I sliali^ tm well 
fittovgh ; but -untess i ke^p her con- 
Miuitly in my eye I- inet kabiy fiuut be*- 
iteath the bonkfi I carry; 'what oftii 
;ga# amAn <)f ^toasibiltty e<|iialtta a4oad 
/v of 



of tfn¥equited aflFection, of wliich he 
caiinot divest hrmself ? My affections 
are fixed as fate ; I am doomed to love 
her "Avhether' she be kind ot'chielf I 
tfidiight, (but it tnay he only fancy i 
we often' imagine we foresee events,' 
• wliich, were they really to happen-; 
would most afflict its,)* I thought my 
angel; as she passed her victim, glan<!jed 
her eye over hini, her eye beaming the 
mild lightning of virtue, but on me it 
seemed directed with a look of anger 
bordering on contempt. No^ no; don't 
regard a word I say; I am too tnuch 
her'sto be myself; I don't know what 
I »ay ; rather believe me an ingenious 
self-tormentor, than that I excited 
»corn ill a heart where nothing l^ss 
than ruling with rtbsolute power wiH 
keep me. from a state of desperation*. 
I was misled ; my mind was not in z 

situatiou 



.^^i* 



•aftuatnm to isteiui Heir pure ex«n»Qaf-* 
tion^ when L thought she looked dis** 
pleased . I, aa w her Bot with .my ©wni 
lliit:\ritih' the eyes of my coiwciejicc; 
-which was: a little ittcumhened at tha^ 
oaoment, .by niy having iotroduced a 
a suBJiect t9 Lady MoitiBgtooi..which> 
of aU otfaess, I ought. to have avoided^ 
and which her presence ititerruptedi. 
What needless ,trroi«bJe have I given ft\y- 
self; she could, not* be oiFendedwith 
me ; she could. not see into my fomiei 
.thought^ ; and had> she.penetiratcd inr 
tp those I now entertained, she Would 
have found nothing there hut her owu 
sweet ii^age ; surely that could not 
have created disgust ;. I am quite easy ; 
I have misconstrued the expression of 
her animated countenance to my own. 
4isadvantage-r-Wiiy should .she hate 
me? I will oblige, her. to, retuxn my 

passion ;. 



^iffewtice ; I vnM tM^e fcer to Tetan 

i3Grf|)Usr]KKre. Iteep my BpffoiiAtaimtft 
telif iottd^ on TftoTsd^ ; I keeprit^E«ni 
i^ilvfr rQOtives< tiian tStbse ob *«dKidi k 
wm&F^ fitmnckd; i have ^« ihomi^ 
l^ngs tD' say to £iady Mortiilg%Dnt^ 
'will tty tib ttysfcfce lier my friend ; fe^ 
. Iriendshtp may greatly assist ^my di^ 
iign. Had you seen my CWit«aj— *lJe 
must, site d\att be my Olivia ;r*^fead ^ 
you heard the music of bcr voice ; in 
i^hort^ hftd you my feelings, you ii«>»ld 
hot wcm4er that I sihould losie half my 
fiemes, — ^you wouW only be &ui"|>rbe3' 
Hiat I retain the least 8pat*k of reasOTr; 
Captivating crfeature }' Wliepe has ^he 
%een concealed, fefit i. should nevet 
have seen, never liaye heard of her be-. 

fore? 



1 



fore ? The itmoqenc^ the simplicity; 

the modesty, that acconif>aui€» vaU sh& 
says^ all she does, would lead you to 
believe^ f^e .luid basn li^ m^hole iife 
'sheltered in retirement from the bane* 
All blasit of a corrupt, yicious,. difisi^ 
pated worlds .j^gai^,. her ;ki;K)wIedge 
an all wbigh that world prodaces of 
^od, j^reat, or amiable^ forbids the 
stippioditioja ; ' delicacy of sentiment^ 
gcace of dictioa^.per9uasive^lQ^|iieBt% 
are all her own.-^ — You will ibsk, per- 
hap^ how in fme shoit hour I could 
discover 3Q many perfections? You are 
no loveji. orypu will sparp me the q^es-^ 
tion; she ^^6 Jt>ut. little; that littler 
cbarme4i it mor^ than charmed^, it 
transported me,; J sa\!^ I felt. th^. rest 
Lam goings to. close my letter^ tiirow^ 
jxiysdf intQ ao: ea^y cimic,, Iqld. xi^ 
a;rms, and -devote my wjiole soul tather 
contemplation, of love and my Olivia.. 
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LETTER XXV. 



Olivia to Mrs. Sekoin. 

South.Audly-Stre^ 

Prepare yourself,. roy dearest Ma- 
clam, for intelligence full of events. 
Be not alarmed; strange, very strange 
things have happened, delightful as ua-** 
expected. Your amiable d:aughter, 
and my most amiable friend, is no 
longer unacquainted with 'the honour 
you have conferred on your ever grate- 
ful Olivia. Your letters, of whicft she 
18 the subject, have cost her a thousand 
tears; it is by her commaua I am now 

- goin o" 
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going to relate to you circutnstaiitially 
all that has happened. You are the 
best, you wrll now be also the happiest 
of Hiothei-s. Lady Morttngtori bids 
me speak of scenes which I should 
otherwise have passed over. - If in obe- 
dience to her Ladyship's injunctions, 
I am obliged t<^ give you ^rmonient^s 
,^in, let it not afflict my revered Mrs. 
^Selwin ; but consider it as a preltidfe- 
to the fbll accomplishment of all youT 
most afdenl wishes. However appear- 
ances Tftay at first: encrease your .mater- 
nal apprehensions, dwell not, I beseech 
you,' on appearances; proceed ta tlie 
•discovery of those treasures itv the 
-Countess's ' heart, which will abun- 
dantly t«pay all your former anxieties, 
—Since my best, my beloved, my pa*- 
4;emal friend, ha«> been recalled to Hea- 
ven> Slice Ke has teft the child of his. 
4- v bounty 
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hovoity tQ.^txuf^lG. with midbrtiinai^ 

ixiff soul . \tm been a stranger to jay'*^ 

iny Jiappinesd. fled wiUi him^ but on 

thftOGcakkto, I: fiael the returni&g iii* 

fl4imicei>othDf^oy Md>hifpifM»s, C^ 

Madaonf howr am I traxupotted, to 

comnniDieate tkiiop tbat'M»tt coavqr 

to . yow; mittd that calm . tranquiUi^ 

which the^eMOO ^^wifiicioii haSr *o^ 

loi^, banished from thehce. WhibtuI 

.am indulging my own emotions 'of gra* 

titud^ I ftkfg^ that It^m toir apottiog^ 

wi|ii j^^iur. $iuipra«e, t|y ii4tlihoidi«ij[r 

the vfajs &Ucity I most, inyatiiettt^ 

Jong to impart* I see my '€i^fn, and 

intreat your fturghsoimis.. Witbmtfae^ 

last' thFoe, weeks, *J haiiiej ohseH^4/ ^tn 

unusual, air of - thoc^illuln0i& .^MTr 

spread the feattttrts of LMy MctftiKig-* 

ton; she sy^eamd' tosd dii|KMdi £0r 

compaqy^ came^^diM 4ie» mg? apart*- 

mcnti 



we 4iaye<featd together hours wb^hod!^ 
intemtpt^n. She faoixm)»6d me with- 
directing the choice of our rtisdies, lis*^ 
t&n&A l^h attentioiij asd suoh^ pRs-"* 
s^esftsisdelig^t the juflgment^ ortouob^ 
the passionx^ visibty li^cted hen I 
th<Highfe >of you, my dear Mr& Selivin ; 
I 'Was charmed at an alterafckmsQ flatten* - 
ing to your hopes. 

.Sometimes Lord Mortington* was ad-' 
netted' to our part^^ ^witlioot any Te** 
ptignaace on the part of his Couhtess; 
ott die eoHtrary, I saw tfaftt she hehfi*- 
ved'to him with increasing regard. V He 
beheld the. change in< his ftvonr with 
rapture, 1^' omitted nothing to con^ 
vinee hcsv befw> very deu* she was to 
hisafibctMi& The mode e# her pi«-* 
sent amusementu trtti^rMd hun ; but 

he 



he did Dot express his pleaswe by 
^words; it was sheMoi by the most flat* 
taring assiduities; he redotihled his at- 
tention to irapro've her taste f<H* raiioiifti. 
entertain metits, and to make tl^se 
flowers, which began to spring up ia 
her mind) tak^ root there, and blow^ 
habitually, 'What surprized me^nioive 
than a,ny other part of her copduct was, 
that,, for several days, she or/dered her- 
self to be denied; and,. when the ser* 
vant asked if her Ladyship included 
Lady Aliee Sindear, hqr reply was, I 
make no ^e^ceptiona. This sudden . re- 
volution I w^ pii^zzled to i^ccount fov^ 
Why, Mad^m,, shquUt I oouceal my 
thoiighliiS. from yon? I have alrea- 
dy disdosed them, to the -Countess, 
and S:he heais tlie^v wiUiout, displeasure, jr 
Well, .then,^ de^ Mrs., Selwin, Ijwill. 
iell you, that this coolpess between . 

such 
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isuch intimate friends did not lull my. 
£q>prehension$ ; they acquired new 
strength from a circumstance so very 
extraprdioary. I saw Lady Alices 
dismission in a light disadvantageous 
to bpth ; the prudence of neither was 
raised in iny opinion; you know my 
sentiments of Lady Alice Sinclear, you. 
know alsQ the reasons you had given 
me to suppose .Lady Mortiugton impro- 
perly attached. . Lord Derwei^it is fre- 
quently with both the ladies. Tliere 
is no necessity for a further explana- 
tion; it accounts for my surmises. Last 
Tuesd?ty as we were.sittiqg quite alone, 
aloud knocking, at the door occasioned. 
Laxly Mortington to exclaim, Ohvia^^ 
was ever any thing so. unlucky? here, is 
company, coming, amU.I have forgot, 
to be denied; stay and rjeceiye them 
with me, and we will return jto Sir 

Roger 
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Vu&gpt tie Covorly and his^^ndow, the 
moment we are a|; liberty;*—*-*! closed 
the book, begged her Ladyship would 
excuse my absence till her visitors had 
left her, and, with some dHfieulQr, oh* 
tained her permission. I was tl^^lS 
towards my own apartment, when the 
sound of feet on - the stairs mflde me 
turn back to a small library, trbich, by 
a glass door, commuincates wHh her 
Ladyship's dressing-room. I entered^ 
from the anti«>chamber; and, dkected 
merely by chance,* the green silk cur- 
tain* being only half diawn, I could 
not avoid seeing and- hearing ail that 
passed within/ ' I Had taken down a 
book, from- which my attention would 
not have wandered, but for the name 
of Lord ^Derwent, pronounced by 
your daughter, - in . ian accent that 
alarmed me: ^ Pturncd my^eye to that 

part 



fatt of tlie door unconcealed by the 
ctirtaia. For the fil^t time I sdw Lord 
Derwent, lie had taken thtf CountessV 
hand; — my heart beat * double ; — she 
tvais disconcerted ; — it tvais her embar- 
rassed looks that distressed me. The 
graces of this young nbbleman's person 
were too conspicuous to teave me quite 
eas\' for the consequences of a private 
interview; part circumstances, your 
apin-ehensiohs, all rushed upon my' 
mind, and left me no time to delibiS- 

rate.^ ^The conversation grew inte- 

resting;^' I trembled for her peace and 
the peace of both fiimilies. Again, I 
was less disordered by observing that 
he preserved an air of perfect respect, 
aud appeared very sensible of the great 
improprietj;: he had committed; whilst 
she, after a moment's recollection, lost 
all her embarrassment, recovered her 
.voL HI, D former 
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iprmer composure, and supported in all 
respects the delicacy of a married cli^ 
racter; but,, from^the first, I did not 
deliberate; I determined to interrupt' 
the tjfete-a-t^te. . This, Madam, this, 
interview with Lord Derwent, is the 
incident I wished to keep from your 
knov^^l^dge ; but, as matters have since 
turned out, I obey the Countess with 
less reluctance, .when she commands 
me not to withhold it ; — she says, if I 
do not relate every thing, it shall all 
<;ome with aggravated se\'ei'ity from 
her.own|)en; never, nevei'more, added 
sjie, will I be guilty of concealment to 
the best of parents- Lord Derwent's 
visit ended about an hour after I join- 
ad them ; and I saw with satisfaction, 
tliat my presence was not unwelcome 
to either* His Lordship had taken 
ieave but a few minutes, when a sealed 

* note 



opte. was delivered to Lady Moiting'' 
tub. Once more I harboured an idea, 
injuriaus to her prudence; — I could 

-think of nothing but Lord Derwcut ; — » 
I watched her countenance; — her eyes 
'Carelessly gianced over the suspected 
billet;— in her eyes I read my mistake; 
•—I paid the forfeit of a blush, and my 

' ^suspicions vanished for ever. Having - 
read the note, she put it into my hand, 
with a smile of gracious sweetness, 
I^eruse, said she^ this curious scrap, my 
dear Olivia, and see. what a loss I have 
sustained ; yet you owe the writer some 

, acknowledgments ; her treachery has 
taught me to be more sensible than I 
otlierwise might have been of your va- 
luable friendship. She gave me no 
time to reply, but left the room, — ^I 
ivas oppressed by a condescension, a 
tenderness so unexpected^ and from 

v% . that 
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that instant felt for her the affection of 
i sister. Has not Providence bles- 
sed me, by assigning us one common 
mother? I have, all my life, experi- 
enced, that the ties of beiievolence are 

not inferior to those of Wood. 

Whilst Lady Mortington thought fit 
jto keep me at that humble distance for- 
tune had placed between us, I loved 
her only for the sa^e of my dear, dear 
Mrs. Selwin; she is now entitled to 
my love in a double degree. Oh ! Ma- 
dam, she is very, very amiable ; natme 
has not been in fault; whenever her 
. Ladyship has erred, prejudice of edufca- 
tion' must have occasioned her error ; 
the innate. principle of virtue has never 
deserted her bosom } if has remained \ 
steady and unshaken against the force 
of example, the attacks of fashion, the 
hurrjicane pf dissipation^ Again,! am 

transgressing 
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transgressing on your patience > yoa 
have yet much to he informed of. I 
return to the billet left with me by 
Lady Moitingtoni which I here tran* 
^cribe^ 

BILLET* 

> *' I have done myself the honour to 
.leave my name so often at your Lady- 
ship's door, that I am really quite tired 
widi dancing after you ;— I go put of 
town, to avoid the horrid mortification 
of meeting a person I pnce called my 
friend, but now find her soui is iiv- 
capable of friendship, I have long 
observed your coolness, Madam^ evea. 
before you thought proper to afFrontme 
openly. Some busy ihtprmeddler,. I 
suppose, has stuffed your head witb 
nonsense ;-r-you have v6ry lowconnec- 

D a tions^ 



tionsy I alivays told you 90; but yoti 
would not listen to my advice* 1 hate 
dependants that aspire to any title, be- 
yond A servant; nothing but inUchief 
conies of admitting such creaturea tntor 
one's family. Should you make a pro- 
per regulation m your domestic ar- 

.rangement, in consequence of the hint 
I have given you, I am 90 ateaciy, even 
to a degree of ftdly, in my friendkltt|i, 
that I cannot hid your Ladyship adieu 
in absoluite anger. Dismiss yoiir toad* 

' c^er, be coi^viiiced of the cruel in^ 
justice of your behaviour^ and how lo^ 
possible it is to find a friend ao sincere 
as myself; then a lett«- will reach me 
at Lady Hassard's, ami place yon iu 
the same warm corner of my hcait 
which you once delighted to occupy. 

** Alice Sijcci-xae.'*^ 

I took 



1 tooH infinitely more notice of ilic 
formation of every letter in Lady Alice's 
note, than of the matter it Contained. 
I drew fi-om my pocket-book the 
Mackest scfole that ever was producedf 
by envy, ar^ or malevolenie, and 
eagerly made a cpmparhon. 1 was nofr 
wrong iij my conjectures ; the note ta 
Lady Mortington, and the anonymous 
caution levelled agamst her repittation, 
againslt your repose, against the honour 
of both families, ^vete dictated- by the' 
same head, proceeded from the same 
heart, anrf were written by the same* 
hand; the likeness broke tlirough all* 
disguise; it hi'oke so strongly, that ig- 
norance itself could not have mistaken-* 

• 

it. I had but just finished the exami-' 
nation, when Lady Mortingto» re-' 
turned. The anonymous letter I con-' 
cealed; and giving her back -Lady" 

D 4 Alice's^ 
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AliceV Lillet, with a smile, I said, r^pK 
withstanding tlxe severity with which 
I huye been tr^eated, I can heartily for- 
give hef. ladyship, both from disincli- 
natiDn to resentment, and because the- 
injury 3he intended prQCures. me the 
advantage of Lady Mortington's friend- 
3hip.. — —Then you, think, Olivia, that 
she glanced at you in, her illiberal re- 
flections.; — --It is impossible,. AJadam,. 
to mistake the meaning of Lady Alice,, 
she e:^pfesses herself too fopciWy td. 
have it misapprehended.-^^ — ^WeU, yoa. 
are a good soul, Olivia; if my esteem, 
and friendship will be grateful to you,' 
from this moment- know yourself misr 
tress of both. I have always Ipved you.. 
The enemy who prevented nie from: 
giving you eailier proofs of iny regard* 
has lost her power;. my owti heart too is^ 
. beginning tQ experiencQ other senti- 

menti' 
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merits from thoae it has lutlierto en- 
tertained; it has been faulty, very 
feulty. A tear strayed do^vii her cheeky, 
and she sighed deeply. How afFect- 
ingly interesting, Madaih, was youi* 
charming daughter at this moment,—^ 
Jbow bright was the dawning of those^ 
virtues which have every hour sinc& 
beei> rising, to meridian splendor! I> 
did not -try to hide the transports she' 
excited • youT idea^ .was- so connected* 
with them^^ that by the inspiration oB 
sympathy^ you alone can judge of their* 
^cess. Truth carries conviction ia. 
the most trifling word,, look, or action >. 
Lady Mortington sa^v my emotions 
proceeded from sincerity; and, bow- 
ever indifferently exprpssed^ received i 
them with the most distinguishing 

marks of favour.. She folded me iw 

► ■ ••••.■ 

her' arms with -the cordial embrace ojg 
tenderness, and from this blessed in-- 

xn S. 'fttant^ 
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fitant reserve was banished our society.: 
Now i$ her whoie soul opened to my 
view; and you will see it, as 1 did,- 
freed from disguise ;— if there was mor* 
sliade than light m the picture she 
held up, how great .are the allowancesr 
for the generous conviction with wbicBf 
she marks the former, the sweet mo- 
xlestywjth which she conceals the latter;: 
but how much greater are due on the' 
score of her falling into improper 
halids, ]who, by attempting to polish 
nature, like an unskilful painter un-^ 
dertaking to mend a fine piece,, pb-* 
scures or defaces those delicate strokes 
which he has not taste to admire,, 
•scarcely understanding to distinguishv 
I have been, said the charming Coun- 
tess, since my earliest reraembraneey 
blinded by custom, misled by appeal^ 
anceS) and the dupe of fashion, 

•^ Lady 



Lady Derweut took meitom die pfo^> 
tection of my parents^ before thci? pre*- 
cepts had made the least impression on^ 
tny infant romd* I never enquiredx 
minutely into their motives for partisgi 
with me; but suppose it was owing to> 
the remadcabJe intimacy which I have 
heard subsbted betweien her family and- 
liiat of ray father's. She was a ward** 
of my grandfather's, anti brotight up- 
AVith my fatlier from childhood. r^-Well, 
Olivia, under the auspices- of this, 
ftiend,^ the first lesson in which I was. 
instructed taught nf>e to think- of my* 
father and mother as people of an in-^ 
ferior station to that which* her Lady-, 
ship's fond partiality had raised tlicir 
daughter. . My mother was parfieu-' 
larly regarded by her as a ntem pie-- 
beian, whilst her .early knowledge o^ 
my father, and the obligations she 

D 6 . owed. 
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owed ny grand&Uier, gained hftni 
rather more distinction; he «as men-- 
tioned as a man of fafthion, who had: 
forfeited hia pretensions to gentility, by. 
inanyiDg beneath himself.. 

It pains mc, dearest Madam, to em- 
pley my pen on a subject like this ; yet> 
in justice to lady Mortington,. I dare- 
not suppress the disagreeable ciroum-- 
stance, as it leads you the more ea»iy< ' 
to account foe the adulteration of herr 
innocent mind. By these repetitions^ 
yon wilt- clearly distinguish the arts, 
■which estranged her aflectiom. YoUr- 
judgment ynil tell you how impossible: 
it was for the seeds of filial duty, or, 
indeed, of any other virtue, tosjwing up- 
in a soil and aspect so contrary to their.- 
Aature. 



A felse . odrnm can neyet h^ivtr * the: 
person at whom it 15 levelled;— the 
wnk your fatber hridr— the fi}rtune». 
the still: more, than fortune, the coa-r 
spicuous merit, which^. m givingiyoii;; 
he bestowed on Mr. Selwin, quiets my 
fears of tiffending, though all these 
considerations have not couquered my:^ 
reluctince to sepeatr wliat the folly and^ 
vianity of anatlier: presumptuously sug*. 
Ifestedi^' — -My infancy, contkiited: 
Jsady Mortington, was passed xa strain-- 
ing me to. make no despicable figure iw 
the beau monda. All my studies^ aU'« 
my employments, were directed to that, 
great end. Nothing was essential,., 
nothing, necessary^ but what tended to 
the embellishing my persons or giving 
ejase . and graqe to . my> panners. My ' 
natural genius leaned to satire; I lisped 
its language before I almost undectood 
. • ^ any 
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^Whenever my banishn}ent*wa5bud 



hinted, I cioubled my diligence to get 
my sentehce reversed ;. and when it 
was judged pr^er for me to pay my 
parents a visit of ceremony, nothing 
but her Ladyship's appointing the very 
day on which her woman should come 
to fetch me back, would have made me 
patiently submit to what I thea 
tliought the heaviest of all. misfor- 
tunes^! 

r hope, Olivia, . I am not ill-disposed- 
By nature ; for, on these occasions, dur^ 
ing the times I was at Selwin Cottage,;, 
my heart was sensible to the laudable 

indulgences I there expeiienced.- 

Alas ! whatever duty^ whatever aftec-" 
tion for my father and mother, what-^ 
ever love for my sister,. I used to parry 
with me to town, all was forgpt before 

the 
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the season came round again for re- 
peatiDg my visit ; when I had always 
the same invincible aversion ta con- 
quer. Had half the^ pains been taken 
to improve my feelings, that were used 
to destroy them, I. should not have laid 
tip such a fund foir regret as nothing 
will ever lessen, except I can convince* 
my own family of a reformation in n^y 
sentiments, i^hich» though perfectly 
sincere, i& commenced at so late a date 
. as caa afford me but a distant prospect 
of being testored to their tenderness^ 
-r-I was. here going to interrupt her.- 
It was difficult ta confkie the joy I 
felt ;— my sflence became a burthen ;. 
bat she would not permit me to^ break 
it. — Stop> dear Olivia, said she ; you 
do not yet know how very ungrateful,, 
bow very undeserving^ I have been.. 
Withhold tbjg fliatteEing comfort till 

you. 
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yo-u know mc more thorougblyi - . I^ 
after I have gone through tlie whole 
process of sclf*aecusation, you can. give 
x$Xi any coasolation^ it will be a cordis 
to suptpco-t me iu the pei'severa.nce of 
aU my presait good resolutions. I in-* 
tjrcated her Ladysliip t«> proceed, fer 
that her happiness was now so dear to* 
m% I suffered fpom isy inipa^ienc« to^ 
acquaint hei: with many bircumstanees 
which would convince her, she miglitr' 
build its foundatiasi on as much cer^ 
tainty as d^endedon the fondest affec<» 
tion (rf her family to secure. My eye- 
lids grow heavy ; th^ remind me 1k> w 
i:apidly the night has- flown ;pxsLy. 1 
am fasemated'to my subject ; hut the 
wea]i:nes8e& of na^ie axe not to be re- 
sisted.. 



continuation: 
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CONTINUAfrON". 

Two hom's sleep brings me refreshed 
to join the thread of njy narrative ; 
and nowj Madftm, you mW attend t^ 
Lady Mortington.— — Bcfbte I ms 
fourteen, a visiting day was fixed, on 
MFhich I received my company in a» 
much form and vith as much ctre- 
niony as if I had been the Mtablished 
jhktress of a &mily. My acqi^int- 
ance ixrere chosen f^m aihong^ the 
young nobility of my own age ; but 
lAdy Alice Sirielear was the friend oC 
my heart, sdleeted in preiterence te^ 
many who courted my confidence. To 
Lady Alices it gave up^all; the' triflings 
-UBimport&nt cqncema 'whtck g^irla are 
apt to imagine prodigious consequent 
ti^, and imetum shfi-ai^earedoquaHy 

• communicative. ■ Long bifoife we had 

secrets 
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secrets of our own, those of our fami- 
Jies served to cement our imaginary 
friendship : Whatever came to our 
knowledge by observation was retailed 
to each other, heightened by all our 
fertile fancies could invent, to give the 
most comnaon events an air of myste?- 
ry. — A freedom so unreserved grew up^ 
between, us, that it would have'beea 
liigh treason to have concealed the 
most trivial of our thoiughts. Ladgr 
Alice was an only child, and the iA9^ 
ling of her parents, who left h£C sole 
mistress of herself and fortune,, at the. 
age of eighteen j hut this, made no 
change in the steadiness of our ro- 
mantic attaclMHent.. Vanity was the 
first passion with which I became ac-- 
quainted ; and every actioa of my 
Kfe has, in a great ' measui^Cj been go- 
xcmed by its influence.. The compa- 
nions* 



n^otis with which . I associated being 
^11 ladies of titlfe, I could. hardly par- 
don my father because he was not au 
Earl, to give me the same advantage ; 
I have feit my face glow with vexation 
at being- called Miss Selwin ; the very 
sound of Miss grated on my ear; 
and, to j^void so odioiis an appellation, 
I requested my young friends, (con- 
fessing to them the formality of Miss 
Selwin hurt me prodigiously) to call 
me Alicia. I now see how much I 
degraded, instead- of exalting rayself^ 
by thii^ ridiculous pride ; for, though 
they granted my request, I am sure 
they laughed at me for making it* 
This point gained — ^no longer Miss 
Selwin, but Alicia j I industriously 
copied their mode, manners, and ex- 
pressions ; I was an adept in the science 
of fashipu; I grew more satisfied^ and 

was 
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was aiBobled, at least in my owft 
opimon. 

I was sixteen when hixrd Bromsgrove 
returned from finishing his studies at 
Geneva : He Vas looked upon as the 
ino^t accomplished young" maq of the 
age. You may have observed that 
his person is not unconspicuous. She 
s\ghed — I bluslied scailetdeep — ^Why 
' did I blush ? X have done with my 
fears on the account of Lady Morting- 
ton. Oh, IMadam ! do not ask an ex* 
pjauation ; what has $ince happened 
opens my eyes, and covers me with . 
c(Mi fusion !-r-I must guard my mind 
from the approacli of romantic hopes 
too sanguine for adrnittanoe. I will ^ 
try to forget my present feelings, and , 
bring you back to Lady Mprtington. 
•- — She saw me blush, sh^ saw me . 

agitated, 



agitated, and said smiling, I read yjoitf 
thoughts, my kind Olivia •; but, when • 
you Jiuve heard me out, you will be si* 
tisfied the sigh which escaped me, and 
cost )'^ou a blush/ did not proceed firbiii 
aay remaiuing partiality that I entei^- 
tain for Lord Derwent ; and yet I Mill 
own to you, it was him*lf who occa- 
sioned it, or rather the reflection of 
ray own ingratitude ; — I have used 
him sadly ; but if he would give m6 
leave to direct his choice, I think, 
Olivia, I could find out a methbd to 
make him ample amends for my lit 
treatment 

You can be no stranger, continued 
she, to the flighty step I took previous 
to my marriage ; — that st^p, Olivia, 
was not the consequence of violent love 
— nO; my dear, I never have, nor ever 

dersire; 
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flesire, to experience that troublesome 
passion to excess. I preferred Lord 
Derweirt to all men, at the time he pre-* 
veiled on me to go with him where ouf 
. mlion might be completed, without 
meeting those 0bstructions which our 
design' would most certainly have en- 
countered at home. When I tell you 
I prefeiTcd him to all men, I have told 
you the most I «ver felt in his favour ; 
the prospect of a coronet thrown into 
the same scale, with this negatiN^e pre* 
ference, made me not only deceive ' 
him, but even my self, with the appear- 
ance of a warm tli, which, in reality, I 
was incapable of feeling. After being 
oveTtaken on our secret expedition, 
and brought back to St. James's 
Square, I was received in so cruel a man- 
ner by his mother, — I was sent from 
the family liniler such a cloud of drs- 



gracCj 



t 

grace, -^that when Lord Mortington 
renewed his addresses,- which I had of- 
ten refused with cDntempt, why, in a, 
fit of anger and revenge, I thought I 
could do no ,bctt^r than . ^cept his 
proposals. . My condescension made 
him happy — he wever once, upbraided 
me with Derwent, but carried me qui- 
etly down to MoTtipgton Castle. It 
was then that my dear excellent mother 
gaveyou^to my friendship ; she could 
not have bestowed you on me at a more 
unlucky season ; for at that time, I 
was alive to no one sensation but va- 
nity. I could not refuse you, but 
was insensible to the value of her pre- 
sent; -I thought of nothing but mak- 
ing you useful in the management pf 
my famify, concluding, that your spi- 
rit must be humble as your, apparent 
condition, but am happily disappoint- 
vor.. Ill E ed. ■ 
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^d. ^WiUycui, Olivia, foi^jve. my 

frankness ? WiU you not love me ks9 
ibr the declaration I am going tq 
make ; — I see by that affectionate smil6 
jou will not. Well then, I will ven- 
ture io tell you, that I hated my kind 
Olivia* from no other reason than that 
«hc forced me to esteem heir^ — ibr ced 
me against my inclinations — ^against 
my determined resolutions to the cpn* 
trary. You was long the subject of 
my letters to Lady Alice Sinclear, who 
fitrengthened my resolves of keeping 
you at the distance of a mean depend-' 
ant, placed by my mother to be her in^ 
former and the. spy of my actions. I 
soon discovered how mcch I had mis- 
taken your character, but was too 

proud to own my error. Long be^ 

fore I left the castle, you gained ground 
considerably in my good opinion ; but 



vanity 
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v&nlty, attd its agent Lady AHcc, still 
obliged me t^ perjeverc in my former 
jndif§etence^ 

Now fell tne, ttiy -dear, can yon gene* 
fbui^ly forgive the almost uopardon- 
able injustice I have<io»e yo4i ? Caa 
you condescend^ to accept the steady 
fWeirdship I now offer you, with this 
assurance, that it ends only with tny 
life. I shail nOt, Madam, interrupt 
this interesting period with my reply, I 
shall only tell you I kissed her hand 
with fervtfiit gratitude, and that slid 
pfOi^eeded.— The unexpected situation 
m whi<^h I found myself three months 
after my maiTiage disconcerted me be-. 
yond mieasure ; you know the difficulty- 
I had to 'prevail on iity ' Lord to bring 
ttic to town} butyou donot know. that 
J ^Fas jobliged to.teive recourse, to artSj 

% Q in 
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in order to. accomplish my ends. I then 
submitted to tliem without reluct^tice; 
I now reflect on them with abhorr^ncef 
However, I was not deceived in their 
effects ; and I wrote Lady Alice [Sin- 
clear of my success. — ^I am no stran- 
ger, jMadam, said I, to the trust you re- 
posed in her Ladyship; and I know 
too, how greatly she has abused your 
confidence* She Parted, looked sur- 
prized, and begged I would explain 
my meaning: but at last yielded to my 
impatience, on a. promise of satisfying 
her enquiries as soon as $he had finish- 
ed the siibject she was then lipon.— 
On the death of Lord Derwent, pui> 
mied she, Lady Alice wrote me^ under 
the guise of fiiendship, a most insult- 
ing letter; nor did my answer waht 
spirit, whilst I made use of the same* 
Tuask which she had obligingly sent me 

as 
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as a pattern. On my arrival in town, 
our former intimacy revived; but not 
a day passed in which j did not make 
some new discovery of a faKe, flat- 
tering, selfish, disposition., I com- 
pared it with that of my Olivia, and 
the comparison was horridly to Lady- 
Alice's disadvantage. .As she lost her 
footing; in my esteem, jou was raised 
to it You can form no idea of what ( 
have 3uftered from her insolence — from 
her insulting cruelty. 

Tlie first time I met Lord Derwent 

* • . • • • 

(since my connection w ith Lord Mor- 
tington) I cpvildhavQ seen Jiim without, 
paiu ; but she used me shockingly; she 
exulted; she directed her exultations 
to me with an intention to make me 
ridiculous, in the eyes of some hundred 
spectators. My pride >vould not pei- 

E 3 . niit 



nut mc to quarrd with her on this ac- 
count: and williout a f]uaiTcl, there was^ 
no HKlhocl of shaking her from my 
:»i(lo. ^^'hercver \v^ afterwards happen- 
ed to meet Lord Derwent, she played 
over the same card, and let slip no op-* 
portunlty of ( ndeuvouring to torment 
nu\ — Vou may j)0ssibly liave observed, 
that I liave lately lived entirely at 
honu\ denieil to all company. Tht; 
liiiihs are these: .Your socjlety was be^ 
come valual)le to me; and. I woulfl ra'» 
t her sliut myself \ip for ever, than that 
my doors should bcagain opened to 
n»y greatest enemy, licar and judge 
if I h:ive given Lady Alice Sinclear an 
cpipliet too severe. I went one niorn- 
ing to her house; she was gone, 
iibroad: I wanted to disengage myself 
ju>m going with her that cvenhig to 
Sgho, and MCnt to her dressing-room. 
- ' apcr 
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Paper andink were laying on the ta-* 
h\e ; I sat down to scratch out an apor 
^gy> when a letter, unfinished, caught 
my eye; the words, that fool I^uly 
Mortington, made me,, without thiuk- 
ing it any breach of honour, satisfy my 
, curiosity; apd the doubts I had lou'r 

I 

entertanied of her treachery wcfe hv 
this accident confirmed. The shocking 
epistle was intended for Lady Ilassard, 
4 woman of a very exceptionable cha- 
racter; and by these wretches, I found 
myself treated hi the most barbarous 
inan\ien I flew from the house in an- 

.figony not to be descKibed; but I, had 
put myself too much in her power to 

. resent pubHckly the baseness of lier 
fierfidy ; . and was forced silently to drop 

. her ac<juaintance, M-ithout assigning 
any re^'^on to Iier or to the world. As 
»oon as . I bad reached my own apart- 

i^A ' nicnt 
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ment, I shut myself up in It for three 
Itoiirs, in which time I took an impar- 
tial review of my actions, from the first 
moment I could remember down to 
the present period. The retrospect 
was painful and tedious. I enquired 
cf iiiy heart, why it was painful, why 
tedious. — It informed me, the ditficuK 
tics (if which I complained proceeded 
from the iogratitu'le, from the unfeel- 
ingness, of my own disposition, which 
had not allowed one act of -duty, love, 
or benevolence, to mark my conduct, 
and lighten the heavy catalogue of va^ 
nity, indiscretion, aficctation, and de- 
ceit. One of my principal motives for 
accepting Lord Mortington, wa8, to 
revenge myself on I^dy Derwent, by 
outvying her in taste, shew, magnift* 
cencc; to take place of her; to retort 
on her, ^^lenevcr occasion presented 

itself^ 
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itselfj the mortification, the bitter 
chagrin, she heaped on me without mer- 
cy, I knew this revenge was to be ac- 
compUshed, by my having a mere 
splendid equipage, finer jewels, and an 
older tide than her own, or by any 
oth/er trifles. —Yes. Olivia, I c^l them 
trifles; : I have now had them long 
enough. in my^ possession,, to estimate 
them, according ta their tyue value; 
and am coqivinced there is as much sa- 
tiety ill gvandeur as attends our palate, 
or any other changeatde inclination. — 
Yon may remember, Olivia, the day I 
was presented, I loaded my person with 
every, ornament fine or becoming. I 
did not take all this pains to nKike a 
dazzling appearance at court, but for 
the superior gratification of paying my 
first visit to Lady Derwent I practised 
It thousand airs, which I propose<l to 
: .1 . E 5 rehearse 
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rehearse in her presence, till she "Mir 
fiiHy i^nsible of my impc9taixcey and 
of- her • own inferiority. I examined 
wy dress and %ure froJO-toptotoe, in 
iriy y/$ty iohet I:.adysbip^»ap|iirt]ii«nt;*^^ 
approbation followed my partial glancei 
kt every mirror I passed by, and I ftash^ 
ikI upon htr in all thelighttaitgof my 
borrowed glory. She tfw>k me in hci 
arms ; I sa^ her in the sahie hwety of 
affliction, thoughts of iatma khA* 
in esses,, TeverCed instantiy io myima^ 
gination, and my vi^it ended totally 
diiTerent from m^hat I had intended 
Out of all the many schemes f6r w4iich 
1 became a wife, 1 htvfe no^^ Olivii^ 
Nothing left to engage my attentioifcj 
in &omc I have been disappointed, of 
others I am tired ; so I thiiik, my dear^ 
1 seriously think, to set about perform* 
ing such articles as^ in »vy former 

plan, 



pkn^ ^^as. liot even soggestcd As 
employments oi the minid are new to 
ne, tfae^ vUl affi»rd Tarsetjr, ainlr. 1 snir 
1^ to \xA\e(Wy a gfeat deal of comfort. 
— ^ — ]||y parents, if they wilt condie**^ 
9cend t3>; overlook wliat has-been faafly 
VBk my past cottduct, sb^U n.aw fiud a 
d^u^fbCer difigently exact in ber duty^ 
"^haAy Keboa an aiftectionaite instj^r — 
aarf my Oliviai tpo siiaU have ker share 
m tbe di$tri(mtioii of my beaft ;— as t^ 
iby little iftvisiUi^ whoes anaunciatioa 
I received so migracioosly, it shall not 
tract a mother, who will coAnect her 
own* happiness with that, ^f her iniant. 
•— Aud »ow, for my veny good l^ord, 
though Jast, not feast — wliat shal! I say 
rf bim? — ^His generonsi Ijearfng and 
fotbea^ring leaves tne msu-h his debtor? 
T-i cannot repay him with tliat khul of 
fooKhiesS' which nat4!U'e forgot to* mix 

y 6 in 
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iu my composition ; — honour, fidelity,, 
and esteem, (if these will content him) 
I shall appoint the substitutes of a 
more liyely, yet less durable passion.— 
But, continued she, that I might be 
able to fulfil this last resolution, I re-^ 
quire your assistance; and, as a. prelude 
to which) it is absolutely neqessary 
< that I should inform you of what pas- 
sed this morning, between Lord Der- 
went and myself As the delightful 
^ui;iject will admit of an interruptioii at 
t^bis place, permit me to snatch th^ pre- 
cious moment to congratulate the 
dear, deserving parents of this most 
amiable, most excellent woman, to tell 
them that, were all the riches of the 
earth poured into ray lap, it could not 
communicate one sensation of joy lik^ 
what I feel at seeing happiness restored 
to the families of S(;lwin and Morting- 

ton* 



ALU&£I>US. $^ 

tbiL The Countess comes hersdf to 
fetch me do\vn : She says she has com* 
pany ; she will not be-refused. 

* 

CONTINUATION. 

Oh, Madam ! to whom did the Coun- 
tess call me down?— it was to Lord 
Derwfentl I have niuch, to tell you of 
your highly-honoured Olivia; you 
shall have it all in my next; at present 
it would be presumption to call off 
your attention from a subject so much 
more material to your repose. 

I return to my conversation with 
the Countess, in her dressing-room* 

You know, Olivia, continued she, 
how accidentally Lord Denvent drop- 
ped in, owing to my neglect in not 

giving 



giving the luhders I mtendec^ and 
. abicloL bad been given many preceding 
roomings, to admit »i> companjr I 
was uot prepared for his visit. A con- 
7 sciousness of self^Uame made 'me, for 
the first time, feel his presence^- — it 
was weak> it wa» isiixni^ ; '^^ ^ ^oiild 
not hel|^ it Now, I fear, Olivia, he 
may pofisibly mistake the ^motionis,. 
which, in my present disposition, aroacr 
from the conviction of conscience for 
tbe result of remaining tendernessr toi 
him, Bor is this all I have to fear. Sa- 
tisfied of his boQOcrr, i did not see I 
was doing wrong when I indulged him 
in a soit of conversation, which; on 
mature delrberatien, I hafve not af>- 
proved; but this is not all neither. He 
a^ed me, he pressed me, to give him 
leave to join meaitSoho next Thors^ 
day ; it was the fivst r^quf st he Ivts evei! 

made 
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4t>^e me.MAC^ by inju&{irQcedeiited 
^gratitiude, I forfeited all preteiisu>o|| 
to hjs.frieBitJship. Itvf^m my power 
IJAW tQ, QUige hiq^'-^to qWige luw; by 
g/tai^^ng ,a^vour, .l^rbicb, J tbougbt, 
f^^cdi^^y tri6u]fc& s^wi as innocent as 
it^ ^*si uuiniportantr-^^y steady re* 
ftiKal Jpar % long thn^, naised tl|e :?alui: 
Qf mj (^poipliancei an4 i.actmiiHy ad^ 
9iired aiy (wji flo^^e m giving, to a 
loer^. unmeaning civility^ tke air of a 
real obligation. 
H« ■ . . . » • » 

- When;Ikfityb>ureadii^gLadyAIice^3 
billet^ I Mient to my owm room ; the do* 
mino I was to wear oa Thursday buxig 
on a diain; k btfougkt to iny vecoliec* 
tioa the pi^omise I had mode Lord Der* 
ivent^. and at tliat rnxunent I w^ forci'^ 
hfy s4:ruck with t))e impropriety/ not to 

say tb^ ionprudeace^ of my evtgstge* 

mtnt 
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ment What shall I do? Olivia. You 
Ihust help me out of this entanglement. 
I would not have my fidelity to Lord 
Mortington suspected. Derwetit has 
been my acknowledged lover; to b? 
seen talking with him tfete-a-t6te, and 
at a masquerade too! — I am hurt. to. 
death by the bare idea; — it must be 
avoided; — ^what otherwise will be the 
opinion even of Lord Derweht himself? 
The very finesse I used will turn to 
niy disadvantage. Is it reasonable to 
suppose I should have made such a. 
mighty fuss in complying with his re- 
questi if I. had not entertained impropef 
thoughts of its cbnsequences. . A wo-- 
man who xioubts her own strength 
should take care not to entrust the man 
she suspects of design with the secret 
of her weakness. My case is not in the 
least a similar one ; yet it will ha^e the 

appearance 
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appearance of being exactly the same. 
I would not offend by Breaking my ap* 
pointment — ^you must keep it for me, 
Olivia — you must meet and undeceive 

Lord DefWent. ^I keep it for you, 

Madam! — I meet Lord Derwent!^— 
Your Ladyship i^ jesting, surely — and 

i trembled from head to foot. 

Indeed, my dear, I aili not jesting — I 
was never more serious — do not be 
alarmed for daniages: I promise to ' 
be responsible — the benefits shall be all 
your own — I am undone if you do 
not accept njy agency. Indeed, in- 
deed. Lady Mortington, I cannot; 

how can I aCcept it? Pish ! with all 

the ease in the world: but hear what I 
have further to say, and if you are not 
.convinced how important, how very 
important your friendly offices will be 
to me in my perplexing dilemma; if you 

do- 
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do oot think you can undertake to per* 
form theui widi honour, and with all 
personal securitj-, I will pay your judg- 
ment tliat compliment you refuse to 
ipiue. I shall first recommend to your 
consideration, how seriously my repu- 
tation is eoncerued in divesting Lord 
Derwent's mind of impressions >vhich 
he might presume to entertain, after 
the very silly condescensions I have 
this morning innocently made htm. I)y 
me, Olivia^ this mistake of mine can- 
pot i>e removed; there is indelicacy in 
the rery idea of beginniug a conversa- 
tion^ with him on tJie subject ; but if 
you are not proof against my warm^ - 
est entreaties, all may yet be settled ea* 
sjly enough, and very much to. the 
credit of your friend. What I have to 
request is this : I shall make my apolo^ 
^ies toLordJMortington, for not go- 
^ * ' ing 



ing to the masquerade j they will readi- 
ly l>e adn^ittcd; for you know beisal* 
WSiy» in the fidgets, when my condi- 
tion and the fatigues of dissipation are 
jumbled in the same idea. I shall de-, 
sire he, will attend you thither, and you 
must make no material objection. You 
arc the greatest favourite he has in the 
world; he may be surprized at this 
proposal coming from me, but he will 
certainly be delighted at the office I as- 
sign him. Qur height, air, and .voice, 
are not so unlike,^ but, with a mask, we 
might be taken for each, other j-rit U 
what I wish . particularly, that Dem'cnl; 
may fi^ll into the decei>tionf. ;Wheu 
you enter tlie roon^, "take hold of ypu^ 
conductors, aim.; it wilL carry on my 
isicheme the better; but, above all, rc-» 
meml>er, whe<u;J^i*d'.Perwent seeks to 
entertain you, do ^ot /shun his adyan- 
-. ces 
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ces. He will, I make no doubt, take 
jou for me; — ^you shall wear the dress^ 
I should have wurn. I hope he does 
tiot hold me so very cheap as to sup- 
pose I would consent to meet him on 
terms disadvantageous to my charac- 
ter;, but if my imprudence has given 
him room to form a thought so degrad- 
ing, it is you who must undeceive him 
— ^^-ou mu'st be the guardian of my ho- 
nour; to your protection I resign it; de- 
fend it as you would your own ; say 
every thing for ine that I ought to say, 
were I there in reality. Fear not a dis- 
covery. As I shall manage tliis affair, 
a discovery is riot td be apprehended; 
I will take such meaisures with I^rd 
Mortington, who is always ready to 
humour my whimsical flights, that, 
without letting him into my design, 
he shall be an accomplice io, its com- 
pletion. 



I 

pletidni I. shall tell hun it is toy de- 
sire you might pass the whole eveping^ 
for his wifej to all my numorpus ac- 
quaintance, that I might have the plea- 
sure of laughif^g . at their expence,' 
whenever I think proper to undeceive 
themi He has, himself, often mis* 
taken our voices ; and when I am sup- 
posed, to be actually amongst the croud, 
J can hardly think it possible that Der- 
went should detect the counterfeit ; — 
my habit is a man's domin<^ an<l the 
difference with regard to our size un- 
der such a dre^s will uqt be visible. — 
Dearest Olivia, (and she took my hand) 
can you reject my petition ? Does your 
innocence start at a proposition so 
consistent with its own^ purity t Can 
it be directed to a better puippse than 
in preserving my reputation from the 
blight of aspersion, and establishing my 

repose ? 
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repose P-^Dat itjop, I hiave not ytt 
given yoa all. my reasons, yon shall 
know.tbmn all before you determine. 



t 
) J 



. The argentt of Lady ! Alide Sindear 
%Ul greedily citQh fitt a shadchv of scan^ 
dal, ' td stick it maliciously k>n my fame -; 
noWy it k not -unlikely y<njr oonversa-f 
tion with Lord ' Derwent, under the 
supposftibtts character you assume^ 
will awaken all ^ their malice; but, 
should it reach the ear of I^ord Mor- 
tington, which, I suppose, Will be the 
case, then shah I have the glorious sa- 
tisfaction to know that, in his opinion, 
I must stand fuHy acquitted. Now, 

Olivia, speak, for I have clone. 

There was so imich refinemefit> so 
much judgment, so much discretion 
in her Ladyship's argtmientSj - and she 
enforced them so effectually, that 

however 



however averse I felt myself to engage 
in so adventurous an undertaking, she 
bore dotv^n all my scruples. Well Mzr 
dam, I resolved to try the experiment 
— to see, to speak to Lord Derwent, 
at the masquerade; and, if I found 
him an encroach er on the freedom of 
an interview Lady Mortington had un- 
thinkingly granted him, I determined 
also he should know the, powers of her 
resentment ; for, whilst he helieved me 
to be the. Countess, I should be able 
to express her sentiments, and at once 
put an end to his ungenerous pursuits. 
Lady Mortington s acknowledgments 
for the slight service I had it in my , 
power to render her, pained a heart al- 
ready oppressed by gratitude. To avoid , 
her thanks, and give a turn to our sub- 
ject, I asked if she had forgot the hint 
I had dropped some time before, re- 
garding 



100 ALUREDUa.' 

garding Lady Alice Sinclear, and pre- 
sented her the anonymous letter. She 
looked at the direction — ^To Mrs. Sel- 
win !*^to my mother, (with an air of 
kstohishment) what do I see? Am' I in 
a dream? What correspondence has 
Lady Alice Sinclear with my mother ? 
How, dear Olivia, came this letter in 
your possession ? I am in agonies of 
suspense. I should not have given it 
to your Ladyship with so little caution,' 
replied I ; but the knowledge you have 
some days had of I.ady Alice's dispp- 
sition, I imagined, would prepare you 
for the greatest efforts that her inven- 
tive genius was capable of producing. 

Whilst I spoke, her eyes were 

ea^rly devouring the black contents. 
I watched every turn in her counte- 
nance, and saw it vary as her mind m as 
agitated by rage, grief, or contempt — 

Having 



> 
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Having read it to au end, she threw it 
on the ground, exclaimiirg, Oh, my 
mother ! my dear motjier! what must.' 
have beep your suflTeriogs? — My father 
too, Olivia ! — my feelings' of renK)rse 
are insupportable ; -r— diabolical dc « 
stwy&L of my happiness ! Yet tlK)b 
stilest thyself the friend of my mother, 
a ffiend to the honour of her family. 
Olivia, had she exposed me to the 
whole world, besides sparing tne this. 
oiie cruel stroke, L coald I hav-e borne 
it. Never, never can they forgive, never 
again receive thein much-injured ' 
daughter, who, though innocent, yet 
iti appearance is so very, very guilty.-^ 
I cannot bear thi$ : Oh, Olivia !-^nd ; 

she l^urst into tears* rl said every 

thing to calm her sorrows; I was not 
sparing of the cordial which your good- 
ness had intrusted to n^y'care; I ad- 
VOL in, • y. ministered 



«niniste)*ed tour love, your forglveiiegiy 
ia 'lai*ge portions^ and by them, soon 
saw Lady Mortington restored iti a 
4gpreat degree to her former composure. 
-'—She ddsired I would allow her t0 
weep over those testimonies which I 
IVad received of your readiness to re* 
stor^ her to your maternal aflfectious. I 
-obeyed her commands ; I delivered to 
her all y ouf valuable letters ; she did 
indeed weep over them ; they were .re* 
turned to me moistened with the dew 
of filial tendernea;. I shall not en- 
large on this giatefttl subject; yow 
heart, Madam, will receive a fuller 
gratification from the letters Lady 
Mortington dispatches to yourself and 
Air. Seiwin, My mind was so exV 
cecdingly unsettled the <iay follow- 
ing tho^e sudden revelations, that ia 
vain I attempted to transmit you that- 
. joyful 



joyftA iirtelfigence wkh whicb mgi! soul 
laboured. Thursday moroing camm 
^ Thi^rschiy morning I was e<|»all}r inca* 
pable,- i took up* ttie {>en ; a tx&tobUv^ 
Betted me; niy btfid refused io guida 
it ; I laiditasideL : (low I shoiild rbeaC 
ecqujt thyself in the itn]>ortdfit charskCit* 
ter whicii I was iliat leveni^g ,tp a$* 
sumei occupied the whole, space df enj^ 
^efiection; my head ami Iteai't wcrurUi 
admit of no other idedv Every thliBig 
wsiB cofi'dttcted aocording to Lady Mort 
tington's plfen. I iiras not discoveredi 
Lord Derwent is the most honourable^ 
tut the most dangerous of men. I 
dare not trust myself to write more-^ 
more might betray me from vanity to 
l^r^sumpticm ;--tibie partition is too thiH 
f6r me to Venture on the experiment. 
Do riot misunderstand me, Madam; 
*0 you I never can be guilty of conceal- 

f 2 ment;. 
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ment; hut, befwe I venture to lay 
open the new emotions I have lately 
experienced, I must humble my heart, 
below the attacks of ambiticm-- 1 re- 
turned from the masquerade before thi-ee 
in the morning. , Lady Mortington 
was in bed, her Lord having insisted 
she should not stay up to expect our 
return ; so I retired to my chamber, 
and wrote the first part of this packet j 
and I now close the whole, that it may 
go by this post, to convey happiness to 
my every dear, dear Mrsu Selwin. 



» # 
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LETTER XXV. 



Lord Denccnt to Sir Philip Wtst 

. . • . . -. * . 

• HSl-Street.- 

ThURSDAY is over— if I am not 
jtie husband of Oiivia«— I will n<2vcr be 
the ht&band t>f • any oth«r-r^o lielp 
xne lovT. 

' My impatience carried me to Soha 
before eleven — no Lady Mortington — 
I watclied the door, and examined every 
mask that entered — still no Lady Mor- 
tington — I took out my watch sixteen 
times in the first half hour — it weiit so 
paaclislosrer thao itiy wishes, I thougUt 

F 3 it 
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it down-^I held it to my . car^-*-it 
clicked faintly — ^I cursed the tafdiaesi^ 
of its motioh. 

» *■ ' 

The situation in which I had planted 
myself — my eager attention directed 
towards the company that began to 
pour in with all the noise, all the vio* 
leiice, of rapid rivers bursting their 
banks — overturning every thing t^t 
impeded their torreut, but . above aU 
my frequent uneasy aypikatiGn U$ 
time's register — drew oh me many e^ 
servers. ^ Jews, Turks, Devils,. Priests^ 
Hermits, and Courtesans, gathi^redr 
round m« — one slapped me on the 
shoulder^^another tweekcd mC' bjr Utt 
sleeve — a thousand squibs whizzed by 
my ear ; but I was in no humour to 
tetum their witticisms, and they 
puslied me about front one to another 
like a tennis-ball-— A Uttlp swart gip* 
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Kj relieved me from this croud of iin- 
pert in en ts, by desiring to tell roy fur- 
tune : there was something in her air, 
which told me this was not the first* 
tinle I had met her ii> my public walks. 

Will yon venture yQurjself with me ? 

Yes» my pretty creature, to the 
world's end. i gave hex* my hand ; 
ttod wa seated ourselves where wc w^r^ 
not so liabli^tQ inlierrpi^tiaii. Well, my 
&ir waiidapev — now giv« itte i( ti^ecir 
men oCyoa? qtrt, and be assured I do not 
«mpK:t you of deficiency i» that sl4dy, 

¥i3.ttrinfia90ii8| awaetgentlemai^* 

Yw 97^.a voman* r^ 

You are severe; but I forgive your 
gmeril s^kfca^By as iiH^ small portion of 
fit ] pos4^s infof ma m^you have b^e^ 

II Sfufferer*—- » 

/ Perhaps I hsv€ — she laughed— it wiU 
not permit of a perhaps^eople of my 
{^rofonioA speak with certainty. 

F.4 Where 
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' Where did you acquire your knov- 
ledge ? 



From my own familiar. •- 

I doubt the fallibility of vour famr- 
liar ; the Devil is an* enemy to truth. 

Not a greater than yourself, worthy 
Sit ; — if you deny that.yoiir heart has 
been burnt to cinder for your fickle 
mistress, wlio deceived and jilted yott 
— Oh ! it was sad, sad, sad. 
• Here the provoking hussy fell fnto 
a fit of pretended sobbing, from tl^ertoc 
forgetting her (h'sguise, she ' laughed 
loud in her own voice, and betrayed 
Lady Alice Sinclear; but I concealed 
the discovery. 

Who is severe now, you young sor- 
ceress ? --- Come, come, since, 3?ou ate 
so deeply skilled in the.science of divi- 
nation, prithee tell me the ptcseiit si-^ 
tuation of my heart? 

Tt IS worn thread-bare,- — ^-Admitted. 

Why. 



Why then the question? 

To be informed of whom I am tof re- 
cover damages for the injury it has sus- 
tained. - 

Your former tyrant. 

Impossibie ! — I caution you not to 
rely. on the information of your fami- 
liar — it deceives you. 

If it has deceived me.!^ — but J am 
more inclined to doubt your sincerity. - 

Upon my honour. 

Are ' your affections engaged else- 
where ? 

You are a thief by trade ; I have em- 
bezzled half of them already. 

L kissed her hand' :— she sighed. . 
' " You do not know me ? 

Not I, upon the veracity of a lover. 

Or the stability of your mistress's 
promises. 

Po you doubt my Aht, that you 

WiTttt-a-second security ? * 

r 5 If 
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If I had courage to tnist jovu 

WhattheB? . 

Why, I co^ld direct you, ssweet Sir, 
ivhere to find a fair Lady, faithful, ten- 
der, and generous. 

Sllreet^dear; my taite does wH^ lead 
that way. — — UowK 

Why I am a lo^'ier of Nalsre, md 
am conliented with faar cocoiBcm pro- 
ductions. 

Surely, you woidd not he d jspleased^ 
if she should tfaroirm jx>nr way one of 
Her best compositions. . 

I hate monsters. 

Pish ! • your Honour's ^eiing ipsds 
me quite beside -myself— «ixty:thousand 
pounds, and a young agreeable iieiress! . 
►^Are these monsters ? 

A broad liint, Seaton !~-tliis creature 
is my aversion — I cpuld not resist the 
temptation I felt to punish hex foiward* 
ness and mortify hei' vaiiily. -•— I-paused^ 

.. ^ . Well, 



Well, are ihme wqwIw* ? What a 
time you takiS .up tQ conpWw-rWty 
thaus^nd pouncfs, your Honour ! 

Hold, :. child ! | vras considering 
. that upon certain condition^, I slioulc} 
iipt be displeased to take your repom- 
inendatioQ. 

Are your Conditions hard ? No. 

Of wfaant nature ? 

OnJy that thfe fair Lady for whoixi 
yosx.QXQBO ujAoli ipt^rjested,. ^;aU not 
be .a j^^Qquette ; .a^d, jiboy/e. all, tbaf 
she shall bav.e no feooale friend. 

Well, well ; I think by ,a little of 
my ipagifia^^ait, I can form her to yqur 
ir^isbas. Tell me , >v.lmt sort of dispo- 
;«tioii sui©- your fancy. . 

She mustte in all xespectsfhe very 
revise of a certain young .w^oman of 
quality, not a hundred mijes from St. 
James s, .\phom I liave often Jiad thjc 
{dagMe of meeting in the comjiiany <;^f 

' . F 6 my 



iriy former mistress, and who has given 
me a surfeit of female friendships. 

She arose liastily from her seat visi- 
bly agitated, and flew the field, whilst 
I composed returned to my station near ' 
the door, which, during the above con- 
versation, I kept constantly in view. 

a 

It was exactly forty-seven miniites 
after twelve, when, amongst twenty or 
thirty others who rushed in together, I 
distinguished LadyMortington leaning 
on the arm of her Lord. My heart 
beat high ; but I let her pass on with 
the croud unnoticed by me, being cau- 
tious to prevent any unjust suspicion^ 
where I kuew she had so many 6\> 
servers ; but was more particularly 
afraid of the designing, revengeful gip- 
sey. Well, then, I let her Ladyship 
go on without seeming to observe her 
keeping next the door, as if still in ex- 
pectation ' 
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pectatioii of somebody. ^The next 

party that entered, gave me the oppor- 
tunity of joining a fine shewy female 
mask, to whom in appearance, I at- 
tached myself, as if, in her arrival, my 
enquiries had ended, and under her 
auspices I mingled with themultitude^ 
The better to conceal my design, I 
said a thousand foolish things to my 
unknown, which she did not at all seem 
to dis-relish. I had. some difficulty to 
get myself disentangled from a tete-a- 
tet^, which grew confoundedly tedious; 
nor do I kno^v when I should have 
been relieved, had not a fat holy father, 
his deportment stamped with the cha- 
racter of husband, called her to a 
private confession. — ^I'hat Lady's con- 
science (said he, in no very cordial ac- 
cent) is under my direction. — I could 
have hugged him for exerting his claim 
at this period, but retorted with an air 

of 
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of gallantry ; that is a point, father^ 
I $houldi hay^ contest^ with aU my 
prowess ; but for the dread I heve 0f 
heing clappied up in the in<|uisition^ 
and by that means fae deprived of any 
fbbure xKscasion to pay my devoirs to 
yonr channing penitent. — — ^The churl 
made no reply-— rl boned low totiMB 
Lady, and marched off.-r-By this time 
I had quite lost sight of Lord and Lady 
Hortington, I punsued thism through 
several rooms/ akd at last found thwi 
seated by each x>.thar. There was less 
company in this apartment than in any 
of the rest. I had uo difficulty, in 
making my way to them ; and takmg 
off my mask, I paid my respects to 
both. The Countesa received them 
only with a slight inclination of her 
iiead ; his Lordship followed my ex- 
ample ; we remarked he shook me 

heartily 



U6 

heartily by tiie faaod ; said lie "was £ot^ 
timate in iD^eting me, andy vidiofit the 
least r^errey oSeved nae a place lx>* 
twaen them. Tfa^ rabjeet itarted for 
<X)iivetuti(m9 sprung from .our psesent 
<»tertaHiMent — Companatm% wene 
drawn between such as those at which 
we now assisted, and the inasc|uefiadm 
in foreign conntries, not mudi to the 
honour o£ outielves <or nation. The 
nonsense and absiivditieB we met with in 
such a numerous association 'Of unsup- 
ported characters afforded us no small 
share of mirth. — ^Lady Mortington's ob- 
servations wei^e lively, ^irited, and sup- 
ported wirii a strength of judgment, 
deiicaey of -sentiment,* harmony of ^ex- 
pression^ refulgency of wit, that abso- 
Ititdy filled me with astonishment. I 
listened, I gazed, J wondered — my 
senses were daf zled ; and, if my heait 

from 
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^ion ratliier tlian abused the retianc^f o» 
my honouir. Ycm are;, said I, a v^ry 

uufasliioBabie married woman, Ma<- 

_ • 

^iii. How so„ xny Lord i Why I 
greatly question, i^ there is anotlier i^ 
tlie room that M'ould have mad^ the 
same request you did o^i parting witk 
her hushaxid* I s^m sociy Lord Der^ 
went slK)uld hold o^r sex4so cheap;. 
AAd, let m^ add», estimate his ow;i ^ 
^uch beneath what X wpuld wilUng^y 
belike their real value. If there aff i 
iM> yery few maixipdf copies happ^^ 
]^t D^ capdidly epquke into the causf^ 
pf their ipdiiFerenw, ?ind I fear w^ 
i^all Qi^ke great di^oycries to the dis«> 
iMi vantage of hum^n nature in general; 
for my own part, hoNreyier unfasbiourw 
able, I shall never be ashamed to con^. 
jTes^ j^deSapce of custom, that the wifip 

of hwA Mortiflftpo i$n9t iosensible K6^ 

his. 



y» attentions. r-^His Lonfehip^ in po$aes- 
sifig a wif&;Qf your td^md sentiinents 
doea not coiBe in fbr a coaimoB aharQ 
in Heaven'$ liest dietDiib^tiaiia ; nor can 
J envy the partiality it ha^ shewn in 
his favour : he has engaged n^y friend- 
ship by ginng me thi^ moment of piif 
vacy nitb your Ladyship-^a momenk 
mQi^ precious to me than ages'-t^a mo* 
ment* on which, in a great measure de*' 
pends my fiiture ielicity.r^ldo not un^ 
desBtand you^ nxy Lord. Why of all 
' others is this mocneDt the most pro* 
.dous I ***** Lord. Mortington's dioors 
will never be shut against a man of 
yow Lordship's establislied i^iiacacter*' 
Wheifcker we converse together in a 
dfawingrropm, or at a masquerade 
-^in public > or in private-r^can be a 
-flatter of . no consequence to Lord 
Mortington, iMxd Oerw^t^ or myself; 

—Had 
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—Had my intentions, dear Philip, been 
dishonourable, what wpuld have .be- 
come of them — what would become 
of me, oh hearing my final sentence 
delivered in so determined, so spirited 
a manner ? I revered her virtue ;> I 
more than revered its sublime suscep- 
tibility — I was enchanted by the sweety 
yet ausU're severity with which she 
parried my imaginary attack on lier 
prudence.~-I took her hand in mine ; 
its trem,bling convinced me she was* 
notryet freed from apprehensions ; she 
either drew it from me,. or I dropped it; 
Bjechanically ; the motion of each was 
so sudden, it would be hard to. deter- 
mine ; for, though conscious of no 
ill design,^ I was awed by her angelic, 
purity, and felt myself abashed^ as if 
I had been really guilty of Ifarbouring 
the worst — ^At this interesting <:risis^ 

just 



just as I wa&* about to eicplain myself ; 
already I had said, if cfer intentionally 
I forfeit yoar good opinion, or the 
friendship of Lord Mortington, muy 
Heavett forsake me when most 'm need 
of his assistance ! — the last woi'd was 
but half pronounced, when, curse on 
her impertinence ! in pops the vile in- 
quisitive gipsey. Lady Alice Sinclear. 
— She ma<le as if coming towards us; 
but stopping shorty begged our cha- 
rity, and whined out, with' a malicious 
emphasis, — Dear, worthy, honourable 
lovers, throw your farthings I his way; 
and I will pray that a proper reward 
may attend your virtuous inclinations. 
Saying this, she suddenly made her 
exit, looking back, and laughing 
spitefully at every step that carried 

lier from us. 

Lady 



Lady M^yftiidgton asking me if t 
knew that ttiask, I was giving her a 
^hort accoutit m M^t a whimsical way 
I had found her out to be Lady Alice^ 
when a tatt i^ectie-iike figure ap* 
proached ufs from the veiy room to 
which the fflornent before her Lady- 
ship had retired-*-^it6 tight robe was 
wove in a tlrick prttern of ^yes, ears, 
and tongues ; its mask paintetl with the 
same embkms, wings at it^ head,' 
shoulders, and feet, which, with th^ 
trumpet it held to its mtjuth, pttn 
claimed the ridiculous figure no bad 
imitatk)n of Fame. I>>wii it sfat ckxse 
at my elboww Turning round, I istem* 
}y demanded if it couW not iSnd suf* 
^cient empJoy ia a Inisy wm*ld, wJio 
had enlisted it their . *ig6nt, that it in?* 
truded on the retirement of ratibnal^ 
thinking beings. — ^You mistake my 

characteii 



character, it replied) inafcnigh mds^ 
ciiUne voic^, or else oniit one of its 
principal fnferits ; tht ent^taiftment T 
afford to my employers, ihy diligeiLCd 
must first coUedt ; it is as much my 
business to observe, as repeat. Count 
t)ver the figures by which 1 am dis- 
tinguished, you win fittd as many eyes 
as tongtfei, as many ears as eyes; 
wherever tliei^ is any thing mysterious, 
I discover it by my unesoaping facul* 
ties ; and when I haVe seen, when I 
have lieard^ as much as lays me in a 
moderate ftfnd for report, I fly away 
thus.— He was running oft^ blowing 
his trumpet, when starting up in a 
rage, I laid hoM of him, and wresting 
it from his profane mouth, I ptjt my 
hand'onmy sword, commatidhig hirn, 
in a peremptory tone, that moment to 
itnmask. I did not wonder at the sub- 
missive 



inid^ve hastt in which he obliged me, 
vfeen I discovered the face of as arrant . 
af/:oM^rd $ls any within the purlieus of- 
St Janies!8— po other than Lord Robeit 
BinkBty.— I could scarce refrain from 
laughing, whea I consi^lered how much 
fire I had expended on a subject, which 
a flip of my, finger would have laid 
sprawling at iDy feet. The poor wretch • 
was seized with something so like the 
fit of an ague, that he could hardly 
stutter ,out a decent apology for Iws. 
behaviour, which at last he gave me to 
undei^stand was the ciFect of his wish- 
ing to oblige a certain Lady to whom 
he liad the hououi* of being — tenderly, 
attached. I knew the certain Lady as 
well as he did, yet insisted on her 
name, llie valiant tone of his voice I 
had taken with the ensign of his order; 
but in one of his own natural squeak- 
ing 



^p 
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ing >vhispers, he quavered out lady 
Alice Sinckar ! — To insult his defence^ 
less weakness I looked upon mevdy as 
«tti«aaly as* setting oiie of the-gentler 
sex at defiance, in which opihion I 
<iisiuis5ed my, passive victim,', saying, 
as I restored him his trumpet, I give 
you bt^dk tliis batible, my Load, under 
the restrictian that it never sounds 
again in- the cause of defamation- 
Having dispatched this insignificant^ 
and rctilken niy seat by Lady Morting- 
ton, r said to her, how \evy unlucky I 
am to have lost so much by imj)erti- 
nent intruders, of the valuable time, 
chance has allotted me to solicit your 
interest in an afi'air, the nearest, of any 
other to my immediate happiness.-^-. 
Proceed, vny Lord, you shall find me 
all attention. — ^TcU me then, I beseech 
^'ou, tiear Lady MoTtington who was 
^voL. ni. G that 
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that Lady I found with you last Taes* 
-day? — She hesitated. \\'hy do yo\i 
,ask? — I have reasons; your Ladyship 
rshalf know by and by ; but firtt answer 
jny question? — She is a tbreigner— her 

name Olivia Mildway. Have yoa 

known her long? — Has she been long 
in England? — Has she, since her com- 
ing over, been always under your proK 
tection? — Mis: Selwin, my Lord, tiist 
condescended to receive iier. — Parfioti 
me, Lady Mortington (I felt niAself 
nettled at the- degrading manner in 
which she spoke of niy angel) you 
must pardon me, IMadani^. the term 
condescended I cannot assert with my 
ideas of the most exalted dignity, the 
most finished beauty, n)y eyes ever be- 
held. — Sudden partiality has* blinded 
you, my Lord.— ^Then I have no desire 
my sight should be restored. Is she 

not 



I 
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not the friend of Lady Mortington ?— 
-Yes, she is the friend of Lady Mor- 
tington. — Your coldness, Madam, dis* 
tracts me. The shprtne&s of your re* 
ply does not satisfy n\y eager inipa* 
tience for information.-*-! could in* 
form you of more. — I coidd speak uion^ 
ut large; but I fear my intdligcnce 
\vould only add to your displeasure. — 
Then Olivia is engaged; she loves 
anotlver, and I am miserable. — Is the 
conclusion you draw, my Lord, so very 
certain? — ^\Vhat else, Madam, could 
add to the cruelty with which you tor- 
ture me; if she is jdisengaged, if her 
affections are free, with what dreadful 
intelligence do you threaten me? — She 
has not commissioned me to acquaint 
yojjr Lordship with the situation of her 
heart, — One thing you can tell me, 
without consultini^ anv heart but vour 

G ^ own 
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own — Wni you be my fiiend? Will 
you assist me with your advice? Will 
you permit me to visit Olivia in your 
family? — You must not press me on 
this suhjject, my Lord. — Her voice 
evidently faultered — I will not tell you 
what were my conjectures. — She was 
rising to go from me. I took her 
hands in mine; they were cold as ice; 
, and replaced her with an air more pas- 
sionate than tender. — I do not lose you 
thus, Maddm ; since I am to expect' 
nothing further from you, tell me at, 
least all you know of Miss Mildmay; 
and that you may not longer sport 
Avith my feelings, assure yourself I am 
indifferent, obstinately indifferent, to 
every other woman upon earth. — You 
have seen her, my Lord, but once. — . 
My whole soul was her's from the first 
moment; nay, even before I saw her, 

my 
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nny mind had been industrious to form 
a model of which she is the orisjinaL 
If she refuses my hand, I<iidadieu to 
England till time hasmellowed an afflic- 
tion the severest I can possibly ex-* 
perience ; nor will I ever again trust to 
that sex, whose cruel pleasure it has 
hitherto been to torment, to perplex 
me, and to heap disa]>pointmcnt on 

disappoint men t*. Indeed,, indeed,. 

Lord Derwent, I do not deserve this 
treatment. Olivia 'cannot be more 
flattered by your fevourable opinion, 
than I am charmed at your generous 
candour. — Words, mere words, Madam; 
you neither love Olivia, nor have for me 
ofte single spark of friendship. — ^You 
mistake, my Lord, she is dear to me as 
myself; but I would not wish to esta- 
blish her happiness on the destruction 
of your own. I am your friend, what- 

c 3 ever 
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ever you imagine to the contrary— 
your glory is from this moment dear to 
me. I would not see it tarnished by 
an alliance so much beneath your rank^ 
so infinitely beneath your merit. I 
would not, believe me T would not^ 
though the affections of Olivia were in 
my keeping, and though I knew, by 
withholding, tbeiri from yoii, I should 
make her miserable the rest of hct 
days. — --I had np patience left, I was 
going to break out. She stopped me. 

Hold, my Lord, but one moment } 

all that I have said may appear strange 
to you ; give me leave to exj>lain my^ 
sc]f. Tlie grateful wife of Lord Mori 
fington, never bestows a thought otl 
finy man but her husband, superior td 
that of friendship ; to my friendship 
Lord Derwent is intitled — from friend- 
ship 'alone proceeds my absolute re- 
pugnance to oblige him. — And do you 

caU 



call this kindness; do you call this 
friendship, I>adj JMortington ? 1 de- 
test such kindness — I. disclaim such 

friendship. Call them what j'on 

please, my Lord; I can bear your re- 
proaches; I can wait patiently for jout 
more deliberate approbation; but the 
outcast of Fortune, the dependent on 
another's bounty, the child of charity ! 

-Hold, Madam^ you have said 

enough; I shall find other methods of 
seeing ao4 speaking to Miss Mildinay, 
Moth^ut }fou¥.iQteH:e$sion : though her 
parcDts were beggars, though fortune 
may have pursued her to the very 
brink of obscurity, in my heart she 
shall find an asylum- I would deigu 
to say no more; but, telling her t was 
ready to attend her to Lord MortingT 
ton, we walked silently on till we join-* 
ed his Lordship* He was standing in 

G 4 a circle 
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a circle formed round Lady D > 

who was exhibiting her elegant figure 
in a minuet, which unexceptionably 
slie dances the best of any woman in 
England. — Having resigned my charge, 
I prowled about the rooms in so chur- 
lish a mood, that I could have found 
in my heart to have fought every man, 
and railed at every woman, who was sa 
unfortunate to address me with that 
freedom which is consistent with the 
laws, modes, and customs, of a mas- 
querade. — Tn the course of my rounds,' 
I returned to the very spot w4iere I had 
left Lord and Lady Mortington, the 
latter was sitting down in a thoughtful 
attitude at a little distance from the 
former. I cast on her a look of indig- 
nation; her eyes were full of tears; but 
this shew of penitence did not affect 
n/e, and I placed myself by the side of 

her 
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her Lord ; or rather my good genius 
appointed me to that station. I sighed, 
fidgeted, and was so apparently uneasy, 
that observing a change in my humour^ 
he asked the reason. His question 
kindled a sudden resolution. I said 
to myself, this man may be more wor- 
thy of my confidence than his wife ; I 
must have one friend in the family at 
least, or I may be M well at the dis- 
tance of a thousand leagues as in town 
with my charmer. In consequence of 
this happy resolution, take what follows, 
and observe it passed in so low a key,, 
that, no one heard or interrupted us. 

You ask, my Lord, \rhat has flown 
away with my spirits, and Iwilljanswer 
you sincerely, that they have not been 
equal to the keenest, the bitterest dis- 
appointment I ever, experienced.- - Is 

G 5 there 
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there a woman in the case?— — Ye»> 

• Then I sincerely pity you ; for if 

} .^u experience crirelty under a mask, 
where is bare-faced kindness to be met 
with? — The object of my passion is not 
present. I met her at your Lordship's 
house last Tuesday; lost ray heart; 
and am willing to pay the ransom of 
my liberty to regain it—' — Desperate 

young man ! Do not jest, my Lord ; 

I have been too much trifled with al- 
ready. Forgive my petulance; I really 
am unhappy. ^-^ — -Have you any opi- 
nion of my skill ? if you have, opeti 
your complaints freely, and command 
my best services. — Dear Mortington, 
jour goodness prevents my wishes. 
The Countess has a lovely girl under 
her protection. — I hope, my Lord, 
I do not misapprehend you. 'Olrviais 
so very dear to Lady Mortington ^nd 

myself, 
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mysdf, that I should be sorry were yoa 
to undeceive the sanguine hopes I pre- 
sume to form barely upon the hint$ 
you have let drop, — Your warmth re^^ 
stores me: Yes, I love your Olivia, I 
love her to distraction, one single view, 
oi^e short hour, fixed me her own for 
ever.-—rCourage, Derwent! she has a 
heart,. a valuable heart, to give you . iu 
return. — —Shall I see her? Shall I en- 
deavour to acquire this valuable heart? 
Will you assist me with . opportunities 
for so great an acquisition? — ^Yoiv shall 
want no opportuuity to convince her 
of your merit. She almost secludes 
herself from the world ; but I will drag 
hqr from retirement, till, sensible of 
your assiduities, she quits it by inclina- 
tion.. — I caught hold of his hand. You. 
' recall me from death to life. This 
night have I been the victim of two 

G 6 extremes, 
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trxtrcmcs, Hope and Despair. — But you 
have not told me what occasioned ^he 
latter. ---Lady Mortington's reluctance 
to- my vf^iting Olivia. — ^You mistake, 
my Lord, you was never more mista- 
ken. I not only engage for Lady Mor- 
tington's approbation ; but will go still 
further, and assure you of her best ser- 
vices to forward your happiness with 
our lovely friend, whose worth would 
reflect glory on a diadem. — Is it possi- 
ble that I can have. so much misunder- 
stood her Ladyship ? ^Come, come, 

you are alKin the wrong; you have nei- 
ther seen nor talked with Lady Mor- 
tington. 1 honour your disinterested 
generosity, and cannot see your dis- 
tress without wishing to relieve you. 
Our scheme was only intended to cre- 
ate a little innocent mirth, not to occa- 
sion unhappiness to any. 

Away 



i 
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Away flew all ray ill-hutnour. I saw 
th€ rest, I saw it in no disadvantageous 
light to my dearest views; I thought 
that there was not % n>an on earth who 
ever tasted real joy but myself. Whilst 
in imagination I exhausted prayers and 
intreaties to^ overcome the obstinacy 
of Lady Mortrngton, I was the whole 
time pleading my passion with Olivia, 
His Lordship was unconscious of the 
Countess's design in this deception ; but 
the appointment I tortured from her 
last Tuesday, opened my eyes. Lsaw 
it clearly; I revered her prudence; and 
adored her representative. Lord Mor- 
tington desired I woulxl not let his wife 
know that he had betrayed her secret, 
as she proposed a fund of entertaiiv 
ment from the errors her 9u}>posed ai>- 
pearance might occasion. I stayed 
only to assure him of inviolable si- 
lence. 
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knee, and flew to my^togel. Are you 
come again to threaten me with your 
anger, my Lord ?— No, dearest — I was 
going to blunder out-^Olivia; the ap^- 
pellatjon of JMadam, rescued her deli* 
cacy from so terrible a wound, and me 
from destroying at one blow n^y pre- 
sent felicity.— No, dearest Madam, it is 
impossible to harbour anger against the 
person on whoser goodness we depend 
for happiness. Since I parted from 
your Ladyship, I have been taking a. 
melancholy stioU round tlie rooms, 
and calling myself to a strict account 
for the violence of my former beha- 
viour, — Now that Lord Derwent is re- 
stored to his reason, n)y satisfaction 
is returned. » Indeed, my Lord, I did 
not mean to offend you; my advice 
proceeded from friendship. There are 
a thousand women in the world more 

amiable 



amiable than the girl you dlstrnguished 
by y 015 r favour; fix on any otlier, and 
you. shall have my best wishes for the 
success of your application. I rejoice 
I cannot express how greatly I am re^ 
joiced, at the change I observe in your 
Lordship's disposition. — ^Sw^eet charm- 
er ! she might, have spoke for ever; if 
she had not paused, never should I 
hs^ve interrupted the celestial music of 
her voice, — You congratulate me^ 
Madam, on my change of disposition. 
If it is less gloomy that when I had 
the honour of leading you to Lord 
Mortington, it is not from any alte- 
ration in my sentiments, but from the 
reflection that, if your bosom is ani- 
mated with one spark of humanity^ 
you will become the friend of niy pas- 
sion, you Mall be my mediatrix witli 

' ^With whom, my Lord ? there is 

but 
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buti^ one whose name, whose very idea^ 
you must avoid Rfenounce your par- 
tiality for Olivia, and direct my influ-^ 
ence wherever else you please. —^Dear^ 
tormenting Lady Mortington ! and I 
pressed her hands to my lips.-r-She 
snatched th^m fiom me. — I do not un- 
derstand this freedom, my Lord.— I do 
not understand your Ladyship s per- 
verseness ; and I retook my trembling 
prisoner's. — Be not alarmed, Madam ! 
my sentiments for Lady Mortington 
are those of respect and veneration ; 
but for Olivia, a rooted, passionate 
affection, which all your philosophy 
will n©t be able to eradicate;- — My 
Lord, tf you are not more moderate rn 
your expressions, you will drive me 
from you-^we have many observers ; 
the subject of our debate may be mis- 
interpreted. -—-Time shall confute the 

wretched 
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wretched malice of such interpreters. 
Permit my visits to Olivia, and 1 will 
glory in publishing my happiness. — I 
have told you, my . She was go- 
ing to say more, when we were joined 
by Lord Mortington. — Complaining of 
fatigue, she desired her servants might 
be called. 1 flew to obey her com- 
mands, and had the exquisite reward of 
leading mj'' disguised angel to the chair. 
The last word3 I whispered in her ear 
were these — ^remeiiiber the fate of Der- 
went is in your disposal. — She made no 
reply, and the stupid wretches, who 
were to bear off my treasure, not in- 
spired with my feelings, carelessly 
dropped the head of her chair, turned 
round their clumsy shoulders, and trot- 
ted away with the same indifference as 
if they had been carrying a Qolnbioi> 
burthen. — She was followed 'by Lord 

Mortington j: 
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'V 



IMortington ; my heart, my very soul 
went with her^ What became of my. 
remains I do not exactly know ; but 
suppose they were decently conveyed- 
to Hill Street, for . about twenty , mi- 
nutes after I began to pick myself up. 
by own fire-side^ Here I dozed ove^ 
my good fortune, till all the servants . 
in my family were busied ^ in their, 
uioroing^ ' avocations^, and tlje littlo 
clock that stitnds over my chimney had 
struck, eight. I atarled. at the sound, 
packed up^my teveries \n tlije idea o^. 
Qtivia^ aad carried tkem t9 my pillow. ^ 

\ If you are^ or -ever Iwf^ been a lover,; 
in reading over and pyer the account^ 
I send you of last night s transactions,, 
you will find more to encourage than . 
damp my expectations. . 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXL 



Lmlj/ Alice Sinclear to Lmlj} Hassard^ 



Cavendish SquMf 4 

d HAVE done iHrith cohtriYances^*-*^ 
tlitftndftt unsuccessful evients attend mf 
tnacbkiatbnsi cramp my genius/ aud 
imfTede my pursuits. I :shail be with 

you'on Motitli^; 

> 

> 

Adieu ! 



•> . 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXtL 






Lady Nelson io Mrsi Selztin. 



Pans^ 



J>Y the date of ttife yon will find, my 
ilearcst motheF, that we. ate on our re- 
turn to Britain. The ardency with 
which I long to receive the embraces of 
my tenderly revered father, and your- 
self, can only speak my transports at 
every step that brings me nearer to 



vou. 



We have now been in Paris six days;. 
and,, at the earnest intreaties of our 

friend^ 
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A. 

friend, tlie Count Aluredus, fixed out 
residence in his house. Though we 
found the Count's bodily cotnplaints 
^much abated since we last saw him, yet 
the melancholy that preyed on his mind 
at Montpellier, was not in the least di- 
minished. Our presence inspired him 
with a momentary cheerfulness : it was 
only momentary — it was not the cha* 
racter of his soul ; he fixed his eyes on 
a picture of Mademoiselle Aluredus, 
which hangs in the drawing-room, and 
a cloud of grief passing over his coun^ 
tenance. impressed jt with all its fornier 
traces of sorrow. I have observed the 
picture I speak of with the greatest at- 
tention ; it is a full-length, drawn when 
the original was ten years old ; the sub- 
ject and execution both . exquisite. 
Whilst I am gazing on it, admiration 
is not the only sensation I exp.erience ; 

I rack 
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I rack my iiiiagioatian to recollect in 
vhat-beautiful face I have seen similar 
features: When I was presented at the 
French court in my way to Montpellier, 
I remember to have been much struck 
^nth the inimitable chatms of a Ma* 
•dame le Mair; I have now but one faint' 
idea of them, but atn apt to believe it 
nmst be a resemblance to her that I 
tliscover in the picture of Aladeraoisellcy 

Before we came to Paris, our dear 
Count had led a most sedentaiy life; 
still oji the same unhappy terms with 
his brother, he confessed to us he nevei' 
ventured from home for fear of meet- 
ing him. We prevailed on him one 
morning to go out with us; at which 
time he visited the Palace Royal ; 
whilst in the carriage he kept himself 
^s concealed aspossiblc, and never stcpt 

froijj 
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^om it but under visible terror. — 
Through every apartment we passed, 
lie first stopped at the door to examine 
who was there ; and I once thouglit he 
would have fainted, on seeing the back 
of a man whose person might have been 
mistaken by a less terrified observer for 
tliat of the Duke de Deni. His coun- 
tenance changed; he was retiring in 
the utmost agitation, when the cause 
of his sudden alarm, turning towards 
us, convinced hin^ of his error; but 
tliough his fears vanished, yet he suf- 
fered from their effects the whole day 
after, 

. - 

Sensible what a slave this good man 

was to his unconquerable apprehen- 
sions, and howpainful the comphiisancc 
he shewed us ; we gave over impor- 
tuning him to Accompany us on any 

future 



♦ 
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future excursion. We made Wm ex- 
ceedingly happy, by di^pensiAg with 
his attendance; and he spetit the hours 
of our absence in preparing us an ele- 
gant reception on out return, for he 
had the art every to vary our amuse^ 

ments.' Yesterday we dined at S 

about ten jniles from Paris ; we did not 
coaie back till nine o'clock. Mon- 
sieur and Madarae Tourville were of 
^our paity, and preyious4y engaged by 
our hospitable friend to spend the«v^li^* 
ing with tis. As soon as the carriag(?s 
stopped, the Count appeared to assi^ 
us in getting out. His welcome wa» in 
an unusual tone; he gave me his hand; 
he smiled — ^a smile not to be de'scribeci ; 
but it filled me with astonishment, and 
he talked as. he led me to the saloon 
with a vivacity which would almost 
have persuaded me tiiat his heart had 

never 
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^cver been touched by misforttme; but 
if my amaz€[m^nt W2& grieat before, how 
was it lidghteued by what followed* 

I here, pause^ my dearer Madam, ta 
entveatyour pavdon for so long hold* 
•4ng from jou an -event so interesting. 
The moment 1 sat down to ^vrite, it 
^iBhtd to my pen ; but as all passion^ 
are enforced »by contrast, I was de- 
sirous you; should see the Count in the 
ihisemble situation in which we found 
him on our arrival at Paris, befoQ? I 
presented him to you in the tight you 
are now -going to see him. 

The folding doors of this magnifi- 

cent apartment were thrown open — 

remember, Madam, I brought you to 

the salpon ! — They were thrown open ; 

.Music, lights inmim^^le, a splendid 

YOi. III., 9 circle 
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♦circle, fornietl of themostcHstmguislied 
xank, proclaimed the ' once gloomy 
abode Af pmtng distress now the habi- 
tation of animated festivity. I thought 
1 should have sunk. I felt myself 
•overpowered. I was struck with such 
a panic, I coukl not speak. I looked 
:back on Sir William (he was esoorting 
Madam Tourville) — his looks did not 
'teaclnne the lesson of composure, i 
guess your surprize. Madam, said the 
Count ; but you must still pre^i^ for 
greater ; (he pressed my hand) I am 
jio longer the ihilir.ppy wretchyou ho- 
noured with your friendship. He had 
time for no more. I took the whole 
for a dream, in which I w^s almost con- 
firmed, when the I>uke de Defii came 
forward to salufe me. My dearest bro- 
ker, (^ctid the Count) there is but one 
l^man in the w6ikl who is nearer than 

this 
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^is b© the soul of yow Aharedtts. The 
Dufce emb^aoed^ a&d assured me with 
^ politmess natural to his natioa, but 
more peculiarly sojto himself^ that he 
rejoiced at an opportunity of renewing 

an acquatntance <to which lia owed the 

• 

^jprinciple pleasure be' had enjoyed at 
Montpellier. My vbionary state con-r 
sidered, I did not acquit myself so. ill 
^ might have beenfxpected, -either in 
Tnyi'eturnsftoihe Duke, or to.4ihe civi^ 
Cities I received from the rest of tlic 
company, to whom Iwas presented in 
a inannei^ Ae mmt flatiering; Sir W 11- 
Jiaj^ipHrtOQ^c oftlie samekind ^varixith ; 
^eijbhar ^rere Monsieur and Madaiioe 
Tourvittd' neglected. The ceremony 
4^*0ur presentatien ended, the concert 
'began, ^irfciciif lasted till near elevBxif 
'when tbi^ 'bafti; was opened by >tli:eXI!oMiit 
> Alupechvs ^mI X «?as honoiM^d Avitb iIhs 

h2 .blind* 
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hftml.^ Six months, nay even six 

hours before, I should * have supfk>sed 
• 'it more possible that I ahould have 
danced with the IVench King. 

How sudden, how rapid, are the vi- 
cissitudes which attend our uncertain 
stato in this fluctuating world ! Any 
other time I could moralize whole hours 
on this extensive subject, but, at pre- 
sent, moralizing is not the habit of my 
mind 

Our minnet concluded, a beautifui 
Ibauquet on- a gold salver was brought 
to the Count, who, placing the flowers 
in my bosom, said, with an affection- 
ate smile, you are my Queen. — For this 
night, Lady Nelson, do me the honour 
to give such a welcome to my friends 
iu may con vmce them I consider their 

presence 



presence as no sraall^ditioh to my ft-» 
licity. Thi3 distinction Was i not the 
on]jr ofie he.psidmG ; &>t^ at the same 
instant he s^d tliis, he fastened on my 
arm bis own picture in a bracelet richly 
ornamented. — Dear Madan)^ I must 
41*©? the subject lof ,self, oj I do not 
knmv to what lengths ipy vanity may 
carry ine. The collation which suc- 
ceeded was consistent >yjth the magnifi- . 
eence^ jtaate, and order, with whicb 
eyfery thing here was regiilated. . Mji 
wa§ joy, happiness, and decorum ; there - 
wasr n^t less of cpmfi^pt than festivity- 
in Qw ente;*tainme9t, and laughing^ 
tune %w away equally laden with both^* 

, The Duke de- Deni sat next to, me 
at .Slipper, ; and now,^ /tbat I can loofc - 
QH bioi without prejudice, be stands: 
aecand in. my esfy^jii to bis exc»&Uenti 

;: : { H-3 brother.- 
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brother. 'The Duke is addicted ta 
^hew and fashion, rather be;fond what 
iDne supposes consistent with his ad- 
vatice4 age ;' this may be calted an im-r 
' propriety — ^a fault it can scarcely h9 
called : and as it vs tlie only error 1 
can distingiiish in his judgm^At, .for 
til is one I anl the nnore ready to sittow 
him a p&rdbn. He ^enquired ))aTticU- 
larlywhettwe heai'd from Lord Der* 
went. 1 told bini Sip WiUi^m had M 
hiter fmm his Lordship soon after his 
i^tUrii to Englandy which w» the 6t»ly 
(Vne we had received. ---Did* I i^^t of 
h\B being embarked in si seriou* attdch^ 
ment ?— My rejily w»« *f gatiWr-i^- 
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Then I can inform you, Madam, that 
he Joves, aiad itite^ds^ to give tlie ^i*wld 
a positive proof of his passion, by ex* 
alting the object of it't«ythe' raiik of 
his Counte«K--*-^-^I said I was sincerely 

rejoiceil 



rejcieecl at any appearance that might 
enlarge his views of happiness ; I did 
not- know a more deserving, a more 
amiable young man. — The Duke se- 
conded my praises with a wavmlh that 
testified the sincerity of his friendship 
for' Lord l>€rwent.-rrl asked if lie 
Ijnew the name of the Lady to M'honi 
his frieadwas attached — that, rcp}ie<l 
he,.Kii lordship has cmrltt^d in tlie 
eagerness of 4>is loverJikc impatience 
to deck his mistress with all the heau^y, 
graces, and virtues, his |>artial pencil 
could paint of real or imaginary per- 
fectioxiSc 1 had a letter from him this 
day ; all that he mentions of her pre- 
sent situation is, that she makes a part 
of your sister Lady Martington's fa- 
mily. — ; — . A : thought struck me— rl 
must have done with the Duke to tell 
yoii whatit was. '^ ■ Is itpos&ible Olivia 
- - H 4 . should. 



should he this fortunate womant? — 
Lady Mortrngtoa may have many visi- 
terSj y^ wiio h it that makes a part o^ 
her family hut Olivia r-^Lord Dcrwent 
has. taste superior to- most men; is i^ 
strange, is it so very ivonderful, if thos 
clouds of unprospei'ous Fortune have 
not been able to obscure the beauties, 
the excellencies, of our. Olivia froni 
his observation? — I would give a 
great deal to be assured my sanguine 
hopes were not devoid of foundation. :' 

You did not know, my dear mother^ 
we had left Montpellier. How unfor- 
tunate \ Your letters are certainlv for** 
warded there ; of which surmise I hope 

we shall soon receive a confirmation. 

• • • / 

The Count's company did not leave 
us till three this monuQg, which made 

it 



it late before we assemblecl^at breakfa^r 
mid assQoa as it was ended, the Count 
Jed-us to the libraiy ; but, what passed 
there must be my afler noon's subject^ 
for I am already within ten minutes of 
dinner • and' the motions of- this family 
are all regulated .to a nicety of exact* 

CONTINUATION.. . 

I am just risen from table. The* 
Ixench sit a long time at and after their- 
meals ; : and our repast has been agree-^ 
ably lengthened out by the Duke de 
Deni's making oiue of the dinnerparty,. . 

There is now as much.affectioa.dis^ 
xovered in the. deportment of these- 
noble brothers to each other^ as not 
long: since, marked it witJi hatred and 
disgusL . This mystery will be cleared 

H. 5- ta. 
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to you by my collecting such parts of 
the Count's recital, which he gave us 
in the library, as will bctt serve to ex- 
plain it. 

. Yesterday, about half an hour after 
- we were gone out with Monsieur and 
Madame Tourvjlle, the Duke de Deni's 
coach stopped at the gate, and tlie 
Duke alighting, hastily' commanded a 
woman who was in the carriage to fol- 
low him, and proceeded without asking 
^question to the apaVtment of his bro- 
ther. The Count was that instant 
writing instructions to his agents who 
were in pursuit of Mademoiselle Alu- 
tedus ; and as lie reflected on her un- 
' protected condition, as he thought on 
the difficulties to which, if living, she 
was in all probability reduced, a t(?ar 
blotted his paper. Of a. sudden the 

door 
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ijoor flew Gf)eB-^~he started fteoi his 
gloomy reverie^ and lifting up his 
eyesy the sig^ of the Duke de Peat 
nailed him to his chair ; he sunk I)ack 
immoveable, almost in a state of annir 
hilation. The Duke spraog towards 
iiim« — he fell oa.his neck-r-he sobbed 
out, my dear injured Count, my 
fiiend, my brother, docs Heaven once 

more permit me to embrace you ? 

His brother could not. speak, but 
shrunk from his embraces^-^My dear 
Cdunt, you must not — ^you shall not-^ 
longer fly me — you have been shpck- 
ingly impo3ed on. Sui&r me to dis- 
abuse you ; and if 1 do not prove my 
innocence, banish me your sight — ba-^ 
nish me from your soul for ever. A 
heart by nature so just, so tender, so 
beucvolent, as the Count Alurcdus's, 
could not resist an attack like this ; it 

u 6 softened 
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softened into forgireness — ^it melted! 
into affection— -he no more sbrunk 
from the fraternal embrace, but* re- 
turned it with .fervor— •Are you -itino* 
cent, then, my de^ brother ? "Sayagaia 
that you a^e inn6cen% and I may yet 
be happy.— ^Best of men, I* airi inrio^ 
cent as yourself of intentional evils 
though. Undesignedly I have- pierced 
your bosom with sorrow^, could all I 
possess pestore your quiet, you should 
not another moment lament the loss 

of Mademoiselle Arlington. -Alas; 

Duke ! greatly as I lore, severely as I 
deplore, my last treasure, you are te 
much concerned in her recovery as 
myself-^she is the niece of both.-- — ^ 
The niece of Both ! exclaimed tlie 
Duke, staggering M^ith amaEemen* ; 
(bis visage pale as that of a spt^ctre) 
g;racious God! she is then--*-Aaan»- 

nette 



nette must be the child of our Maria*! 
— ^The Coont assured him that she was^, 
aend he wept \iUt an* in^nt. Reco- 
vering himself enough to speak, • my 
God ! cried he, what a precipice have 
I- escaped ? Nature whispered • me I 
loved Mademoiselle Atlmgton •; I mis- 
took her yoi^ for the voice of pas- 
Bictt^;-^ — my desfgns were consistent 
witk • the strictest sense purity antl 
hcmour ; yet - slie ^might — distraction 4 
^»~my owfi * niece might have l^een 
my wife^ But why, Count, this 
long concealment ? was it- kind— was 
it brotherly ?- 

Here an explanation folhiwed : he 
^ased^to condemn the Count ; his re- 
proaches turned ^gaipst himself, heraved 
it his cruelty to hi^ sister^ as if this had 
feeen tlve fkst time- it liad occulted to 

his 



his recollection* As scion as lie be* 
came a .litde calm, and their mutual 
agitation was in some measure sub* 
sided, he desired leave to product the 
evidence of his innocence* The Count 
"generously assured him he was per-* 
iectly satisfied ; but his eagerness to 
remove the very shadow of suspicion 
could not be controuled. The woman 
whoni he liad brought with him \mited 
his summons in the, anti-chamber of 
the Count's apartment, and the Duke 
now stepping to the door, in a com- 
manding accent, bade ' her to enter. 
^' Woman, come in (said he) and an- 
^^ swer for thy crimes to those whom 
*' thy arts have rendered so unhappy." 
Trembling, she obeyed, a hand- 
kerchief held to her eyes, which the 
Duke snatching away, asked his bro- 
ther if he could recollect to have seen 

that 



that face on any fdrmer occasion. I 
clo — I clo^ tageyjy rej>lied . the Count ; 
this is the very woman I saw at youl: 
palace ; the very same, who filled my 
mind with such circumstances as were 
derogatory to yput lioaour — ^destruo^ 
-tiveto my peace. &and still, wretch, 
said the Duke. — She was taking refuge 
from the angry looks he darted at her 
behind the Count's cliair — stand 8till,stir 
not^ on yourperil,from the spoton which 
I have placed you. My Loi:d, con- 
tinued he, I have long been miserable, 
because I could in no manner account 
for the perseverance with which ydu 
shunned my :pr.esence- — it is truc^ Ma- ' 
demoiselle Arlington had escaped from 
my protection^ but, conscious I had 
given her no cause for so px^cipitate 
a step, I did not think you could pos- 
anbly set down her elopement to my 
;.. • conduct J 
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Gondbct ; your rejecting all my ad'^ 
vaiaces, even to the sending back my, 
letters unopened, began to make me 
suspect I had some secret enemy, who 
filled your generous mind with false 
opinions. The abandoned creature 
"before us forged such a tale of your 
behaviour, the morning, you meant to 
have blessed me with your presence,*, 
that though I rejoiced at your return; 
as, if^ in giving you back^' Fortune 
had exhausted her whole* store- of 'com-^ 
forts on me ; yet' I- could ^not Imt be- 
lieve, from this wretch's declaration; 
that the fatigues and dangers you* must 
have encountered ia an absence of six, 
years had disordered your-intel^ctsb . 

The story^ of her invention was this c 
— You; rushed into the room where she 
wajs sitting, announced your own name^ 

and 



*!kI enquirecf for Maflemoiselle Artiug*- 
Jon ; — that, frightened to death, at the 
wildness of your looks, she very sub^ 
Hiissively told you of' her elopement^ 
on which intelligence you stormedi. 
swore, and raved like a madman ; that^ 
in the rage of your fury; you de- 
molished a pier glassy the fragments of 
which she produced to strengthen her 
evidence. A thousand other instances 
of insanity she assented; concluding 
the wholie with your Having calltrf 
do^vTi the bitterest imprecations on your- 
own.headi if ever you saw or spoke ta- 
me again. This was so unlike- my bro- 
ther, that in an agony of soul I grieved* 
for his lost reason* You know, my 
dear Count, the step» I have taken to 
obtain an interview— your doors shut 
against me—all your friends denied en- 
t^uxce^-^wliat aa appearance!' You 
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went to Montpellier. I tbllowccl yow- 
thither.. — You wete gone— I found 
myself in the same lodging you had 
occupied — I questioped the man of the 
house; Iiis answers r^gawliiig the map- 
Ber in which you fled, the moment of 
Itiy an'ival; coaifirau:d rather t;lian les* - 
sened jmy ^pgrehensious.. On ji^ re*; 
turn to Paris^ L consulted the phy« 
flcion^ who attended you, and by theo^ . 
I waa assured youxMuind wag UU"*- 
impaired, though you were giving w^y^ 
tliey added/ to a mekacholy • which ^ 
threatened the most dangerous fftects . 
to your constitution. It waa now th^t 
I began to. discover the finger of mis* 
^hief must have, be^n employed in our 
ditsunjon; circumsitances that lately 
mme to my knowledge of this creature s . 
ba$enes9 opened my^ eyes, and my sus^ 
•picipna lighted pa heiv I last night 

hi ought V 
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brought this vile incendiary to a con- 
tessiohv which the rack should other- 
wise have tortured from her. And now^ ^ 
woman, it remains with yoti to repeat 
your guilt in the presence of my much* 
uijured brother; s^ippre^ nM: the jhnall'- 
est. articld, oip know the severity of 
Jaitice ^hall oviertake tbee» She wai 
by this time far le^ iotimidftted than at 
hfer first entrance; but the l>uke*8 com- 
mftiixis were tidt to be opposed; and 
^ what in her forced obedience she con- 
lesseil^ was in subistdnce as foHdwft : 

After th* death of the Duchess, hav- 
ing ibrm<xl the * ambitious design of 
inaking heroelf ngre^able to the Duke» 
•he saw his prefemiioe for Mademoiselle 
Arlmgtoa with «nvy, ainl determiiied 
at any rate to get rid ef so formidable 
:tl:ivak--r^Shetoutwardly affected for 

her 
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b€F the greatest re^cct^ and the 
strongest attachment^ by which 'she 
acquired a solid place m her esteenv; 
but though Mademoiselle treated her 
with particular marks of favour, she 
was too prudent to trust her with the 
secret uneasiness she suffered from the 
Duke's honourable solicitations. One 
eveningi by applying her ear to the- 
door^ this wretch overheard*a conversair 
tipn which threatened. the absolute de**^ 
fitruction of her.hopes^ , anrfconvmced 
her Mademoiselle had it ini her powesr 
to become Duchess de Denit whenever 
she thought proper. Something must 
now be done to defisat the ;Duke*s ia-^ 
tent ions, and^ on. the ^undation of 
that ^version Mademoiselle had sliewa 
to the proposals^ (t^is female MachiayeL 
had overheard) ; she built her infa.mou8» . 
designs.. The »ext dayi^ , pertain ta 

fittdi 



fiiid Mademoiselle in her own apart- 
ment, counterfeiting a passion of grief, 
atnd shedding tears in abundance, she 
entered tfte dressing-room abruptly, 
when starting ?is if she had not expect- 
ed to find her there, pi-etended to hurry 
back with equal precipitancy. • Made* 
mdiselle, "surprised, prevented her re- 
tiring, and kindly enquired what had 
occasioned that appearance of sorrow? 
The artful hypocrite appeared to elude 
her enquiry; but at last, with mucK 
seeming reluctance,' she said, her con- 
cern proceeded from her having acci- 
dentally discovered that the Duke har- 
boured designs against the virtue of her 
beloved young Lady. Poor Mademoi- 
selle, terrified almost to fainting, beg- 
ged to know on what reasons she had 
&rmed a supiposition so shocking;— 
when^ according to a story sh^ had 

before 
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'before framed, sack cireumstantial 
proofe were prodaced of the Dukes 
base intentions, and of his purpose to 
liave her conveyed from the palace to 
his villa in the country ; that a mind 
less alarmed than r^iademoiselle Arliiig-» 
ton's might have sudced in tt^e invidi- 
ous poisoD« Hie honouraUe passion 
hie had avowed was. no longer, conceal* 
ed firom her dis^ised eneiwy, amj now ' 
her own feaa-sf taught her to consider 
the declaiatian of this houonraWe pas- 
sion as a mask to conceal Teal villain v> 
lier judgment tokl Jacr how mi likely it 
was that a nian of due Duke's exalted 
rank. should s^mfsly intend -to marry 
an indigent creature of Jowbkth, when* 
the customs of i^ance are so particu- 
larly strict in point of unequal altiaa^ 
o€is^ tboogli, had he isetii^wisly, tneant 
•what he propdieol, .«he ^deal»red to 4his 

creature 
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titeature her repugnance to become \m 
' wife would have been unconquerable; 
She embraced the artful minion as the 
saviour of * her honour; she over* 
whelmed her with acknowlcdgnlents' 
that would amply have repaid the 
. highest act of genuine friendship; and 
by the assistance of this treacherous 
woman^, the setnie evening accomplish- 
ed her escape. You have now; Ma* 
^am, the sum of her confession, to 
which she added, that isome months' 
after, whtn tlte Count returned, con* 
trary to .the expectation of his famih^, 
she- foresaw ?the end of her power ap- 
proacfh; she 'knew the rnfluence he had 
over file 1>uke, and that, if there was 
the possibility of a chance iti her ivL-^ 
^vour, it must dq)eiid on keeping the 
bi'others asfmder. TJiis scheme, said' 
slie, succeeded^ I expected no more ; r 

could 



c^iild 4iot suppose \X\c Lreach I \\^ 
made would be kq)tx)pen for ever ; Init 
misfortunes at ^ diftta-nce are better 
guarded gainst than tlvp^e that over-- ' 
take us by surprise. I have provided 
for the blow that has now overtaken 
i»e ; and, if the Duke will suffer me to 
eujoy quietly the fruits ^f his muisiifir 
cence, I can and will, my Lords, put 
you out of . suspense for the fate of 
Mademoiselle Ariifigton, otherwise the 
rack with which I have been threatened- 
shall not extort the secret fi om me. 

Daiin^^ and bold as her conditions 
were, they were eagerly agreed to, when 
drawing a letter from her bosom, and 
{presenting it to the Duke, she said^ 
jou will see by this, my Lord, how 
much Mademoiselle beiieves me her 
^iend. Here the woman asked for her 

. leave 



le^ve of dteirtission, which was rciifily 
granted ;' bi|t she was steriily forWd c^ne^ 
agam 'to ktt' her f6ot in^thtf palace de* 
l>enV ^d, making a low curtsey, she 
rnafehedoflT. • - j 

Thedirbctidfiy>n the ftadfe of the^letter 
sift Badieft behind her 'was nottlie writ* 
irig of Mademoiselle Aluriedtts, but the 
contents testified her wdl-khbwTt cha- 
ractfer; alternately did her unties press' 
the paper to fheir lips, whilst thetrans- 
jports of our dear Count was* almost m-' 
supportable. The contents are exactly 
tlt^se':^- — ■' 
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' .the preserver of my honour, be assu- 
*. red, I will not omit the oac^on. I 
-* write tliis iifie to relieve, y^ur honest 
^ mind from the^pprehen^om ,1 kaow 

* you will suffer .on my account — 
' Some English Ladies, , of r^pectaWe 
^ .rank and character, have taken nnc 
^^ndei* tiielr protection, I am hq^ 
^ in Britain, and have bid a &ial adieu 

* to France. Once 1. had a friend, 
•^ whose presence made your country 
^ dearer to me jthan I am able to ex- 
^ press;, that frieud, that ^ear tender 
' .friend, is no :mare; the peace, the 
^' happiness with which he watched 

* ,ovei:, like my guardian angel, one of 

* hi^own family-H^ne, the very nearest 

* tp himself; — has since attempted to 

* .destroy ; hxit .God Abnlglity has 
'. ^raised me other friends. Majke your 
^ mv^thy heait eas^; let it not feel a 
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** T)ang for me. I am as hai>j>y in my 

* present situation as I ever expect to 
^ be in the course of a tecKbus journey, 
^ the smoothest p^ths of Vliich are 

* strewed -with tli^rns, and made rlig- 

* ged by >disa{^6intments» May, 

* HearreQ^ good sdul, re^^ai^ the sin- 

* cei'ity'of your virtue, to which I owe 
^iny preservation. • 



^ * 



'^ J\n^nani:tte Arlington/ 
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GhoniMng— charming Mademoiselle 
Aluredus! If ^uch parity, such piety 
^as your's, cannot< be exempt fi-om 
tfoubles^ who is diere that has a alight 
^ta complain of Fortune's severest jper- 
^secutions?-^This, my dear mother, is' 
the reflection that occurs to me on 
^tmnscribing the above. When the 
Count came to tliat part of her letter 

3.% . where 
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where she pathetically laments her lost 
friend, the colouiing was so strong he 
-could not fail of seeing his own like- 
t>ess; and the lively tenderness with^ 
which she preserved in her roemory his, 
forraer kindness^ affected him to a de- 
gree of esthusiastic rapture ;—^it was 
the last addition but one his joy cotild 
. possibly admit. The Duke steod con- 
fused (said the Count as he repeated 
this scefie to us) but his confusion was 
not ofguilt, it was that of a man whose 
hutcnauity \& s^bocked at being unixiten- 
tbnallv the cause of affliction to a fel- - 
low-creatuwl andiit w^ hdghteaed by 
the cueuBistances q€ knowing it was 
the beaBti» of his, nearest cqiixtc^tions 
tb^t bf@ baid afflicted. You may sup 
p<>6e, Madanv the Count omitted no< 
en^^vours to assuage the poor DukeV 
$el£^cond^isnati0n;. anxi, I am persuad- 
ed - 
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td their re-uarou will not be less per- 
manent . that it has been sudden. 
Mademoiselle Aluredus aheady resto- 
red in idea, our in^stim^ible friend Va» 
no longer the melaiicholy victim of 
deipair, JsohI you will now be able f uli j 
to account for cmr kut evening's €q%^ 
tivity. 

The Duke proposes to accompanjr 
Im bfOtl»€r to. Juigland in purauit of 
hi$ meet^ and we are to be honoured 
with ib^ ifesidence of both «t our hou99 
id town<^ Let me pievaiit on you, my 
dear parents^ to meet us there; it wilt 
be hard to deny this request^ as it will 
be impossible for me, with any degree 
of convenience, to leave London wjiilst 
our friends continue the guests of Sir 
WiUia^i; yet^ at all events^ 1 must 

1$ givf 



give ^em the slip^ J^yos are notdi^ 
posed to indulge us^ 

We shodci Iui¥6 left Paris this week, 
liut the Count's physicians have stamps 
ed a negative on our mtentions; they 
say it will not be safe fi)r hifli to set 
out at least for three weeks. His im* 
patience is not to be described; the 
£)uke's is but jittle infenor; of our own^ 
I have no occamon to make professions^ 
but we are obliged to stay; wecanno^ 
consistent with fliepdship, leave the 
noble brothers behind us^^gratify me 
with one letter whilst I remain here, it 
will- shorten the hours of my banbfa^ 
ment from your embraces.. 

I have not heard for an* age from 
ILady Mortington. I can only account 
&)r. her silence in the same manner I do 

' &n 



for your's, that *tl\^ Tetters aw gone to» 
MontpelUer.. 

I long to heat* Lc^d Dewvent is 
really seriously attached-— dii many 
considerations I wish to have it con- 
firmed What a pleasing event, should^ 
Oli via be the object of his choice j A- 
thousand times I have thought of those 
Wf»d^^*^he makes a part qf^ Lady Mor^ 
^nglwi^ family. \f^ not the expressiou^ 

^king? 

• • • • 

Adieu, my deforest mother f your 
next Vill relieve nie from the perplexi- 
ties of Suspense. ' 
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Lor4 Derwent to Sir PhWip TVcst. 



s 

• 

JLaDY Mortington is my wanneit ad^ 
vocate with Olivia. The Earl courts 
bef for me wkh tlie same aiiidity he 
MfWjX^ a intttress for bimself. I »igb 
out my very soul at her feet, yet she A 
obdurate. Maoy chances are against 
me — one chance only in my favour; 
even that one poor blink called Hope» 
which keeps me from being froze to 
death by her coldness, she would ex^ 

tinguish;^ 
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tinguish,. if I- did not preserve it cau* 
tiously, and renew it at her eyes on 
every appearance of sensibility they 
Betray. I keep axi exact register on 
ray raind, how often this little spark 
has been expiriijg, how often re*kin- 
died Here follows the sum total 

The next day after the masqueradi?, 
I flew to. Lord Mortington's. She wa* 
not vbible — she was indisposed — she 
could not see me— ^to said the Court* 
tess. I tliought life .odious — a Roman 
exit glorious. Lady Mortington went 
to he? apartment — ^tbe arguments o£ 

Lady Mo'rtington prevailed she 

brought back with her my divine Olivia,. 
Life was no longer odious^; I was no 
longer a Itonian. - She received my de- 
voirs witli an air of indiiF(prenc€s--bad. 
Her iadiftVrence was evidently coun^ 

15* terfeit — » 



terfeit— good, I seized lieivhand ; tKte^ 
liberty displeased, her — ^she drew it fiom 
me^— woarse.. Its trembling convinced 
me her whole loivdy. frame was agtt 
tated — better.. No mtxe attadc on heir 
delicacy — ^tbe coi»rersatiQn general — a- 
heavenly mo(ming-^my. angel all smiles : 
^■*^air good humour. 

For ' this visit- my account fairl;^. 
stated stands- tlius: in .«my.dis^favouf 
Q0O^--in my favour, symptoms, 3, par^ 
tsalities excepted^, 



I » 



Six, attempts followed- succe^sirely-*-. 
I: ventured, only to. explain myself, by. 
attentions, particularities, and so .Worthy' 
withoilt oi^ce daring to sayjf liove you>; 
Olivia; though I had . said a thousand 
iimes-more to her at the masqupnader 
Wfegt the. devft aikd me? I never felt 

myself. 
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mj self a con^d before. Well, there 
is in real love a somethiog of diifidaiiee 
not to be defiDeci — ^unaccountable-*- 
strangely unaocountable!'^— - — ^ My. 
charmer tasftly approved it — ^it seemed^ 
to gain ber confidence bya sort of. 
kindred claim to the refinement of hef^ 
soul^ and my vanity whispened me at 
the coBclusion of our not litiexpressivef^ 
interviews, tliat I was rather debtom 
tl^n creditor to Fortune. 

Lady Mortihgton goes seldom* in to^ 
prublic ; but when she does, Olivia now 
constantly' attends her — I- receive a^ 
i^int on those occasions from* A^Eorting-*- 
ton^ and do not^tayat home to whine* 
and sigh like a puppy ; yet, sometimesy'. 
1 have paid dearly for beiug 'of the pat-* 
ty ; the admirations -that meetsy follow^ 
and intercepts the footsteps: of my-an^ 

16' . ' g,el^. 
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gfl^ has given m€ many a severe pang^ 
lest anotlter mom dauug than myself 
should be morq expUcit. Fuji of tbi& 
i^ea, and an cxtcaordinaiy bottle of 
champaign, I yesterday broke ffoin 

our 9et at, the Staf and Garterj aod wa& 

• • • • 

in South- Audley-stjreet an hour befbrer 
tlie tinie I had appointed for escorting: 
the Ladies to the ofcrsu Early as it 
uras, I hope I was not nnespeoted; 
Olivia, at least, was not unprepared for 
my reception. I fonnd her alone, and 
dressed for the evening; her eharms 
hiafsed upon me in ftill lustre — I migl^ 
as well have swallowed water as ckam-* 
paign — I was intoxicated ;. but I owed 
iny state of Intoxication to ^uootber 
cause ; love, not wme^ inspodKed me. I 
seized the moment of ins{J4rafion; tlvre\vr 
myself at her feet,i and opened . my 
^iu)k souLwitbant reserve. Neither 

confusioD^ 
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ctmfosioiL nor siiipiize actuated het 
couuteoance ; ske entreatiedixie to rise- 
I was^ dedf to her eatrealies.. She theE» 
^o^Ter^d tnea rewasd for my obediences 
I saw her snowy haad stretched to>^ 
wards me ; the bribe was power&l > I 
graspied it as <agerly as the venal toot 
of ambition does the price of Ms pros-* 
titiition* My sweet tyrant would have 
treated > me mose nngenefously than 
even those poor wretdies are treated by 
the agents who corrupt them ; for no- 
aoouer had she obtained her pointy 
than she attempted to regain the hire 
of niy condescension. I struggled to 
maintain my property ; I told her it. 
was nv»n« by purchase, and I would 
not. rcUn<^ish my right to the tre^ure 
she had givtQ me. Finding it in vain 
to contend. ag^iiQ^^t a declaration so de* 

termined, 
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tftrmiired,' s&e smiled, and I remamed^ 
in quiet possession. My tongue, now* 
disentangled from its- former restraint, : 
performed double duty ; it said, it* 
swore, a- thousand — thousand tendier- 
things, to which my heart warmly as-^ 
sented ; but which it will be immate- 
rial to repeat, unless you should ever'* 
bfe as much in love as I am, and desii'C* 
from me a lesson of experience. Hav-* 
ing heard as much as she thought ne-- 
cessary to her information, * without* 
considering the violence she did me by 
forcing me to suppress a miHion^of as" 
surancesyet unprotested, her coral l/ps- 
gently divided, from whenceissufd, in\ 
the voice of harmony, wlrstt-Jwas to 
suppose her fiAal determination ; but I:* 
was not disposed to give ^ all the ere* 
cStslite- seemed to exp-^t: a chiystal- 

harbinger i 



•4 



Barbinger sbayed from hei; dcn^like- 
^e, to tell me fter words andinclioa^ 
tions wer&.at.viLriaj>ee.. 

Ihave changed' my mtentions; I 
wiU not treat you with, a syllable of 
what she said ; if ever she alters her 
resolution^ I will not give it under my 
signature that she. has so much of hu- 
man weakness in her whole composition 
as .even to subject her to the very conv- 
mon fmilty of both sexes- — instability* . 

I , must get my mother^s consent — 
but how, God knows— without it, no- 
thing can be done. Her motives for 
refusing the hand; the heart, the soul7 
r bfi^red her, were not those of caprice 
of "iiffectation ; they were glorious to 
herself — they were flattering to me — 
but, my mother! there it sticksT* 
You ktiow my mother well, West^— 

Da 
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Ifo yott suppose it possible ? Welt, I 
will not despair ! perhaps I may yet 
prevail on Olivia to see her connection^ 
with my family in another light; if I 
should— rcall it not fickleness, call it 
the noblest efforts of mistaken genero- 
sity convinced by peason — but first, 
my mother. — A thought this moment 
occurs — more of it hereafter. — Oh,. 
Olivia ; why rest .the peace of my sout 
on a point so doubtful ? 

Lady, Mortington interrupted our 
tete-a-tSte. I opeuly renewed my pre^- 
tensions in her presence. She interest-^ 
ed herself warmly in my favour, but 
without success — tQ. that; one single 
objection still invincibly! Lady Mor-: 
tington's politeness spared any verbal 
reflections on my mother,, whilst her 
countenance spoke every thing. I 

thanked. 
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thanked her Ladyship for fiev Knd in- 
terposition ; toW her I was grateful for 
licr change of opinion, and bid her re* 
member the masquerade. My eye 
glanced a stolen look at my angel ; her 
t»ce and bosom were covered with a 
deep bjixsh*-— Lady Mortington smiled; 
and CMiria looked expressively at her> 
tben at her wafcch^*^She took thehint^ 
and imnlediiately their chaks were or* 

On the vhdlel am by no means n 
diespaisringr lover ; m the midst of my 
darkest prospects, there are many little 
inlets for Hope to peep through. Now 
ta my moither. I will let you into 
her present situaition ; and leave ta 
your own ingenuity the discovery of my 
designs. Of late her Ladyship haa 
been exceeding gioomy--i-whenever t 

caU 



call to see her, Vhich is generally oner 
a day, she scaree.speaks ; hep only Ian* 
guage is $igh$ aqd groans. Lam con^ 
tinually pressing her to call in her phy* 
sician; and yeaterday morning, per** 
ceiving she looked more deplorabte thaiv 
ever, I begged, for my satisfaction, she 
^ould no longer delay this importantr 
matter, but send for him immediate- 
ly. She shook her head — ^I cannot^ 
pblige you, Derwent. — ^Alas T you m]»» 
take my case — =my poor wretched, body 
is in good jeepair ; my soul alone » d^r-^ 
dered. My whole coneeni was-aow d£* 
rected to her leasoa ; and before I left, 
the house, I enquired privately of faec 
woman, what had ^occasioned .fio great 
a change in the^ disposition of her La-^ 
4y. She told me lier Ladyship's spit^ 
fits were remarkably good till the- 
Countesui. of H — ~-r came to psCy a 

visit 



Visit of condolence; that they wei>t 
out together the same evenings and 
from that time she began to perceive a* 
alteratlon-^a sort of thoiightfulness, to 
"which her Lady was nevev before addicts 
cd.-^A great intiinacy succeeded ; Lady 
H' — «^— called two, three, four times 
in a day J that they frequently went 
out together, and she now feared her 
deap Lady'is head was tunied, as. she 
did nothing but -weep and lament orer 
lier soul, saying it would be burnt to a 
eihder in fire and brimstone^ In thb 
manner,, said she, pleaseyotir Lordship,: 
does my good Lady talk, titt my very 
hair stands an end ; for if so great a 
personage as her Ladyship should be 
burnt to a cmder, what will become o| 
us poor people? I smiled at her simpli- 
city, and asked what other changes shq 
Md observed. Why,„my Lord, a card 

haa. 
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lias not been seen in the house these 
ux weeks ; this is a very sad change in- 
deed ; the servants declare to a man 
that they will leave the family unless 
their M^ges are raised in proportion^ 
■ ■ ■ Well, is this all, Mrs. Thompson t 
Ob, no, my Lord, nor half what I could 
tell you — ^the other <iay, one of the 
housemaids, who was mhlAag the »teps 
to my Lady's dressing-room, and sing* 
ing one of her old ballads, as ill luck, 
would have it, my Lady refunded with 

Lady H — just in the nick of tim^ 

and hearing Susan's voice, sent for hef 
to forbid her ever again singing profane 
songs;- that hymns and spiritual songs 
were all she would have sung under het 
roof— upon this, Susan gave Marring ta 
quit her place, and the butler in an hour 
after did the same ; in short, my Lord, 
I have enough to do between my La- 



dy, the men, and the maids, and she 
burst into tears. I advised her to pa- 
tience, and hastened home, fully con- 
vinced, that my mothet^s malady was 
incurable. I am sorry for it; though, 
on her Ladyship's conversion, I found 
my views of succeeding with Olivia. 

' Not one word more — ^it is forty mi- 
nutes after seven ; — at eight I am en- 
gaged — where, and to whoiii my puno- 
tttality will inform you* 
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Mrs. Setmn io Ladjf Ndson. ^ 
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Selwin Goit%&; . 

Providence, my <lear Marga- 
xetta, dispenses its blessings with a libe-- ' 
Tal hand on your happy, thrice happy 
parentsu Hie child of thek* fondest af- 
fection, the chikl \v*ho$e tender duty 
haa supported us in our severest i trials, 
is ref.uining to oar embraces ; and Ali- 
cia, our dearest Alicii, lost to us be- 
fore, is now all our own. No longer 
'di\'jded are our childa-ea in their powers 

of 
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ijf Communicating peace and comfort 
to our bosoms. I suppose by this time 
your letterjs will be returned from Mbnt- 
pellier; if so,; they ^ill explain the 
source from whence is derived my pre- 
sent transpoi'ting sensations ; or, if they 
are not returned, I have said enough 
to inforip you, ,\th3tt Lady Morti^gton 
has seen her errors'; that sll our former 
apprehensions are over, and that you 
have now an amiable sister. Your 6.- 
ther Qalls Alicia's return to rectitude 
the birtii of schiI — ^he has enjoyed inotc 
happiness within the last month, than 
iuy sixteea years preceding. — Every 
thing contributes* to fiU up the measure 
of our joy ; your prophetic spirit direct- 
ed you- to the ; perskm: whose beauty and 
merit has captivated the affections of 

Lord Derwent, Olivia is one of the 

most 



mo&t exemplarjr young creatures that 
erer nature ptffAticei j uncler the direc* 
tioif of Heaven, she has beett the se-^ 
cond cau^e of reatoring to ns ouf long- 
lost Alicia. How pr^idential your 
meeting her iti France, how- ibrtimate 
yoOT sendiwg her ov^er ! — ^I owe her 
rttuch — my price is nearly conneet^^ 
with her feKeily, »ad, now *n opporhit* 
liity courts her to rentier that leDcity 
perfect. 

We share with you the prospect of 
returning happiness to your mestraia- 
bk friend the Count Akredus; 1 have 
known pain, 1 have tasted* of regret, I 
Irave experiencec) disappointmeirts ; bu*- 
the recoHectiott of pain, regret, disap^ 
pointment, only serve to make my pre^ 
3ent joys more exquisite. •• / ^ 

The 



The mdcfktigable bees frofn variou* 
iHossoms tx>l}eet their sweats — fiom v«f 
dous causes the hiiaiau humI egi^tracts^ 
its comfortch-T-if a plaait obaoxious tb 
the natuare 0f thtte dejieate aweete h^p- 
|i€;n» i ia their way, by 4Q8tiii<:t they 
avoid> itr^-tlie xbttters that are sb^ewol 
In the path of man be canaot fly froaup, 
but it is aliK^ys ia . his pQwer to/makc 
them less .unpalatable by. indvutriously. 
fathering honi^ . from tlie fio^v^rs <^ 
Hope. 

We see without reluctance the neces^ 
^ity you are under of remaining m 
town, whilst your friends continue ia 
£ngland; and are determined to meet^ 
or at least to join you there. . Lord 
Mortington will not suffer Alicia to 
move in her present condition, and he 
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new not -^nly consents to, but approves 
her staying in town, till after her reco- 
very — ^thc ^kne which will confirm their 
mutual felicity draws near-^^be is not 
^i8pitited-*the delightful thought of 
i)eing a parent counter-balances those 
little fears, to which womep in her situa- 
tion we often subjected ; she wishes me 
to be With her at the critical moment, 
jmd I Jiave promised at all events to 
gratify her wishes. Adieu! my dearest 
Margaetta. . 
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Jjonl Ikrwent #o Sir PhH^ IVut. 

. • ■■ ■'■■■■■'....■. 

Hill Street. 

JlIeAVY douds often bring on tiic 
mornings — ^a splendid noon succeeds — 
imd a caitii evening closes the com- 
fbrtable day. Olivia frowned — dreary 
were my pros{>ects ! Olivia smiles, 
gloom is dispelled, and my views are 
vio longer obscured by vapour. , 

I charge you, my friend, on your 
best hopes I charge you, to embrace my 

kS doctrine— 



doctrlae— to follow my example; 
Avoid what I once called the state of 
blessed singleness; look out for, an ami- 
able woma^ ; let her convince you that 
a single state is not a state of , blessed- 
ness — I disavow my former opinion, 
"and beg pardon of the whole charming 
«ex fm ^hap^n^ ev^ prestimad. ta har^ 
bour a thought derogatory to their 
power of dispensing happiness. 

• * • * 

Th wsday l ^ttoikded I^Ad^ Mortk|g« 
ton .and n^aj9)^1.40i. Slash's coficei't, 
and returnedMwith^ *lw^» JtOiiSHpper>^ 
Tlic post was ^\wf^ m^^^d ; .^y servant; 
gave me my ylrt:!lert^t tbc/'^obr, rand. I 
fit^pped jato tihej librsay^j imj^atiei^ti ,tO 
read them, ^^Kp^tiog: lii^, ev^Qxiisg a 
letter of importance.-- — ^This t^ursed 
b^$^nes9:was[;a|i({i|*W9f^S;rt2^e means >of 
inakiog me aj^pear Jthie v^rli;st foeljii 

* nature. 



nature* On enteringthe dining-rooiri, 
Ithere saw Lord and Lady Moitirif^- 
ton, bat no Olivia; Olivia was ftown 
A?— her absence was to be accounted for 
a thousand ways^ I was easy. — Sup- 
per placed on the table^ jservanta wait- 
ing, slieidid.net appear; nay ease abat^ 
M; i Mt-T-liiosjked dkconcevtcdLr I 
.stood at tbe faack of my /dbiair^ my 
eyes wandeidiigfram. oi^dooit m ano- 
ther. Locd and. Lady MoBtirogton en- 
joyed lay canfnsion-r-.they took their 
fflacesr-^yoa peed not* iKail;^ said her 
l;adysfaip» (tliie servants disappeared) 
and kokiaig at eacb othery smiled sig- 
iufieandrp: ;' pcxthedi Derwent^ why scy 
melanchohfi^ — 'I did not. answer thie^ 
.4}uestio]i, hut stiU ^ looked at the doon 
■ ■■ . C ome^ come;: tny Lor^, said the 
j£ountei^ for heaven^'s sake^ sit down j 
htm goto supper; I am^ maostr<)usIy 
v^.. K-3 hungry. 



Square; it was about eleveu m ttit 
morning; the table was spread for 
breakfast^ but her Ladyship did tjot ap- 
pear for more than half an hour, A 
middle-aged man dressed in black, his 
hair nicely powdered and turned np in 
a round curl, saluted me st my en- 
trail ce J I had never seen him befote;. 
but he aippeared to be at home and quitv 
at his ease. I returned his salute withT 
civility; — we entered into a conversa-^ 
tion, in which he gate me to understandp 
he had the honouc* to be appointed my* 
mother's domestic chaplain/ alad thaM 
lie was patronized by the Cbuntess 0f 
H-- — r, through whosi6 feeommenda^ 
don he filled his present office. I wish- 
ed to^vail myself of his infh^nce, itn 
case such an auxiliary should be ne**^ 
cessary, which consideration made rrm 
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pLf him soine stight complimeipl on hia 
situation, and he did Aot seem dispteaa* 
ed at the distinction. 



»» 
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In ' the course of our chiti-chaf, he 
modestly enough conceakd h Js opinio)^ 
in regaixl tgLhis.reh'gic^us matters, which* 
I hare often observed those kind of en-- 

«• * * . * 

thusiasfcs a^e forcing itpon you on all 
occai^ion9. This^ moderate apostle con-- 
tented himself with now and. then glan*- 
cing at the luxury,, the vices, or dissipa-- 
tiOfl of tihethnes, without being either 
impertineht or unentertaining. — My 
fiiother5 presence put an end. to oun 
tjjte-a-ti^t^ Hei' pace as she approach-- 
€jd us was slow and. solemn; her face: 
pale as ashes; nor could I help thmk*'; 
ing the countenance with which he^ 
oliaplain received h€;r must resemble a 

it.5 Newgate 



Newgate ordinary when he attends his 
convict on the day of execution. — I 
never saw a cbangnp so instuitaneous^ 
so glaringly ridicolous. We sat down 
to lHeakfa^t'^-*niy mother, sighed fre- 
quently, talked little, and eat less — ^my 
appetite was taken away by the pus* 
zltng bu^ness of thinking — my brain 
was contriving a thousand-methods .to 
announce the subject of my visits 
whilst the pious Doctor, seriously apk» 
plying to the hot , rolls, in conjunction 
with a comfortable bason of chocolate^ 
amply made up . for the deficiency of 
both by dint of his own masterly per- 
formance. My moth er asked me M^hat 
I had done with myself the preceding 
evening. I was at Baches concert, Ma- 
dam ; after which I supped with Lord 
Mortington. 

Sou? 



Soil! my son! (shirking )iier liesdi 
lifting up her hands. and eyes) Heaven* 
turn, your hcarfci^-I ouce deKgshted,% 
ypu now do ' in« those profane, inr 
U>x\Qating pleaiures^ / J4ut aa^ I airivod^ 
at. the very brink of perdition^ ,the 
spirit ^Wakened' me to^ the horrors of 
my situatioiir-^h ! * may the; $ama 
particular inspiration^ snateb > you al^ 
so. from your present danger.!^ — Con^ 
verse freely; my* Lord, with this-wor^- 
thy reverend divine, pointing to tine 
Doctor, and he will convince you^ho^w^ 
much more rapturous enjoyment U' 
to be found, when joining the songs > 
:of Saints and Ministers, thanrby listen*^ 
ing to the band of Satan, who, by sof- 
tening our poor weak souls withsonnd^^ 
of .voluptuousness,;: easily makes us tlie; 
prey of his devices*. 
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The Doctor gave his^ assent M^h a; 
groan ; he was- too busily employed to» 
ratify it more circuoKitantially.^ — ^Par^ 
don me, my deai^ Madam, and I took 
her hand ; pardon me, if I presume to^ 
dissent from the arginneat ypu advance 
•^i^i am a young man, but 1 have my^ 
. serious moments ; and I hope no ac- 
tion of my life has been remarkably, 
culpable, I reverence Supreme Omni^ 
ipotence, I gratefnUy partake the geodf 
things Providence has cheated or iuijfi- 

tuted foi: our use. Religion, in the^ 

l^ht my reasom teaches me to beliql^ 
her, is not robed in terrors; her pre*, 
ccpts are mild, benign ; she persuades^, 
she courts, but does not terrify us ta. 
obedience. Religion, thought Queeof 
of Virtues, is no enemy to innocent 
amusements. 

\ 
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Denrent, t have heard ymit&us ikr 
Irith patiehce.-'-^-^Colicfestend theft- 
Madam, to eri crease the fay oar you d& 
*tie by ond moment more of your atten* 
tion,T-^I sronietimes think, butseld^iif 
i§peak df the? sttbject we are now upotih^ 
Youf Lacfyahip mtrdduced it, and I 
wish to acquaint yba with my settlecl 
priiiciplts, that for the future we may 
imderstand e^h other, and avoid fe^ 
erliimiattons. — ^1 give you my pernlis*^ 
siidi^, son, to support as lirell as you caft 
f&QX poor wnittspired judgment; but 
tftk^ eeire iiffi to defend what you call 
iimocenf amwement*— Vice, destruc-* 
tive Vice, is concedlfed under that ap^ 
peltotiofi. — ^Vice, Madam, shall not 
find ati advocate ion^; arid I acknow^ 
kdge njy own -inBuflSciency to give the^ 
opinions to which Tarn attached, •their'' 
proper Weight, I only meaa tp explain 

• • my 
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?iiy sentiments distinctly. — Suppc^ 
MadaiDr* 4 gfeat monarch invites jau 
by his {^ba^sadors to- his king^Hij 
which ist situated at a great distance 
from your present hiibitatipn^— suppose 
from the munificence of his prpipi^es 
you cheerfully enter on the journey; 
paevipusly informed what en. your part 
is expected to procure you a gracious 
reception. Love and gratitude mu&t 
naturally be the effusions of your soul, 
when you contemplate the infinite, ob'* 
ligations this great monarch l^ys-you 
under ; no fear can possibly mix with 
those effusions but the faox of off^d-^ 
ihg by.neglecting the conditioiis into 
which you have voluntarily entered. 
Suppose, ,to make youjr journey p^lea-;- 
aant and C9mliiocliou>> , this . good 
prince, by whom ypu are i^iyited, ha& 
fiUdd the road witJv refreshmjent^. of 

every 



every kinjd to kccomhiodate your bed}E^, 
exhilarate your spirits, or toqth your 
nirnd,' on an expedition unavoidably 
fatiguing. Now, Allow me to ask yoii, 
Madam, and I will venture to apply 
the same question to your cliaplain; do 
you t)est testify your duty to your*' h^ 
nefactor' by adoring his bounty, and 
moderately partaking tlie Wessings be 
«ets before you ; or,, by turning from 
them in disgust, as if treacherously in? 
tended: as-a pernicious ttap to^ ensnare 
. your safety? 

They looked at each other^ — it was 
not difficult to* decypher the thoughts 
of either, -r— My mother, by her silence, 
evidently put it on her spiritual direc- 
tor to answer my allegory,, whilst his 
countenance^ spoke h<yw much he was 
divided to p*-eserve his 'conseqi^nce 
. A^ith 
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with her Ladyafaip^ and not offender 
man who has inr his gift soipe valuable 
pref^mcntjv of which circumstance he . 
did: ftt>t seem uhinfornaed.-':— -Three 
audible hems cleared the organs of his 
spei^chv ^d the . fourth was attended 
/with a happy delivery.-- — May I pref 
Imme- to interpret yo«r silence, my. 
good Lady, as a command to answer- 
Ills Lordship's application to* myself ?' 
— She gave an assenting nod.-r — — H^' 
stood up; his attitude would have 
graced a pulpit, but, like too many of 
our popular preachers who speak to gain; 
applause rather than convince their 
audience, his, doctrine was by no meaftt 
Orthodox ; it wds such a complication, 
of rhetorical flowers and false reason-- 
ing,, the daub of flattery stuck so thick 
On every part of my Lqrdship's charac-. 
ten^ wjulst the faults aiKl- blemishes* of 

kumanu 



Jruman nature were so nakedly el^ose5, 
that 1 hav6 not patience to rehearse his 
cant ; I shall only say,' the ci^edit h^ 
gave to • himself, - and the approbation 
he received fi-om xny mother, made up. 
fbV the indifference with which I at^i 
tended to his elaborate, almost iininv* 
telligible harangue.-*— Sound whhouf 
«ehse can conv^ iio pleasure to a min<} 
that is not qualified by ignorance for 
its reception. I did not appear in»» 
cTined to lengthen out the corivcrsa^ 
tibn, he observed it, took the hint, ^dl 
left thcrootn. - 

Now was my trial to come on, orra- 
ther now was I to open my campaign*—* 
Love and wai" adhiit of stratagem, 
th^i-efoi-e jio reffcction on a lover or a 
joldiet^ -to adopt it— Armed with tlie 
picture of ihy charmer, no nK^tte^ how 
^ ■ -• ' i» 
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it came into my possession, I thought 
I required no other weapon to. over- 
come mj adversaty ; I presented it to 

my mother. ^Did your Ladyship 

ever see a hct so beautiful, so engaging 
as this ?^— She looked earnestly at it, 
and seemed struck with surprize. I 
must confess, son, if the original b half 
so hanclsome as this picture, she might* 
prove a dangerous enemy to tile .soul of 
a young man.-r-Satan ;has various 
modes of tempting us to destruction — 
beware of the temptor. — ^Dear Madara^ 
Satan, beUeVe me, has bo conmiimL* 
cation with a mind so pure, so heavenly, 
as that which belongs to the persoa 
Vfaose representation has engaged yous 

« 

attention. — ^Alas, my Lord! you. do 
not know the power of the evU. one.-^. 
He must. Madam, be powerful indeed,, 
if he can make the scat of piety, of 

wisdom,. 
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: wisdom, of purity/ Iii^ vile. machine to 
convey wickedoess into a world already 
over-stocked with his agests. 



i^ 



Fte upon you, fie lipon you, Derwent I 
^1 tremble to hear you talk in this man^ 
:nen ■ I beg your pardon, Madam ; 
by what expressK)n have I been so un- 
fortunate s^to offend you?-'— — I don't 

m 

like to argiie, my Lord i but you did 
tiot speak with respect — ^Of whom ? 
4ny dear/ mother ; you cannot surely 
accuse me wkh want of respect to your 
.Ladyship, and if I spoke feelingly of 
the distinction between virtue and vice, 
-where ii the mnie for which I am so 
aeriously rebuked ?*^I smiled as X said 
t^is ;x and tsdcing. her hand^ pressed it 
to my lips. She saw her erroi', and al- 
mostTetumedmy smiley but r^-^sum^ 
ing her new acquired gravity sh^ sighed 
: deeply,, 



deeply^ then asked if i was. aapiaiated 
with the Lady whose picture I had 
sh^wn her.— I replied with, aa air of 
indiiFerence^ that I had sometimes 
the houour of sceing^ her at Lord -Mor- 
tington*s.-~— -And b . she leally ^ 
lovely, so. amiaJ^le, as yoii descrrbe 

her ? It is impos^iUe, Madaoi^ tb 

exaggerate her perfections*. 

Take care what yon nay, mm ; peiw 
fbctions'dp not belong to QUfinature-^^ ' 
Satan wrestles with us^^^we must zd.y 
wholly on the spirk-i^but you are not 
yet called. Alas ! jFOuth, beauty^ Hrth^ 
aceoniplishmentSy riehes ; what ave 
these but traps laid by the Devd^ to en^ 
snare mi? — .--She 'ipafe iioW come to 
the very point I wished iei:. to andvf^ 
^t In the fullest eiscte&ti I alibw, Mm-v^ 
idam^ tb£ propriety ocf. yonr^ most just> ' 

obsexvationi; 
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observation ; rank, fortune, title^ may 
be called iihQ dress of human happi- 
ness, the refined, part is .of quite adif- 
fcrent nature. The lovely, amiablfe' 
woroan, continued/!, of whom we have 
been speaking, -is infinitely more dis- 
tinguished by tefiuements than birth 
ox fortune. 

The better For herself, iny LcM-d ; 
it will make^'her turn her thoughts to se- 

.rious. matters.-- ^Your Ladyship s ar- 

^uraenls. cairy conviclijion ; t^iere is 
not a crime so detestable in my eyes as 
the ain of pride; yet we sacrifice, in 
support erf this pernicious passion, otir 
most essential blessibgs. Miss Mild- 
may, would . at this moment, Madam, - 
bje, the happiest, as she is already the 
4no6t deserving of her jsex, but for the 
foolish customs of tlie ^yorld, - whose 

modes 
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niodes* are founded mei-ely on vanity.* 
— -^Explain yourself, my Lord. -*-Why 
thus, Madam ; Mi^ MHdniay, the 
• Jady whose picture you have i^een, li 
partial to a young man of rank supe- 
rior to her own, and the fear of dis*- 
gracing him in the opinion of his fa* 
mily, withholds her from encouraging 
his ardent pursuits, though she knows 
he doats on her to distraction. 

^VThy this energy, Derwent ? — She 
shook her head. Ilie subject is inte* 
resting, and my heart is engaged in 
the felicity of those lovers. — If they 
love, I would advise them by dl means, 
my Lord, not to marry.— ^ — Is it pofe^ ' 
sible this can be the advice of my liio- 
ther ? — — Undoubtedly, that man or 
woman is undone who can draw his 
or her affection from heavenly, and* 

place 
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place it upon Cijfthljr objects. — -I 
liioughty Madam, marriage had beeu 
a divine iiistitution.* — ^And you have 
not thought wroBg ; marriage was a 
divine institution, yet we are not coiji- 
manded to indulge our passions to idola- 
try; grievously do we sin wheQ we rob 
Heaven in the smallest degree of that 
transporting fervent lore which should 
/be all its own, and will not bear a divi- 
sion — ^Did your Ladyship marxy my fa- 
ther on this principle ? — I was, when I 
married your father,^ the daughter of 
perdition; lam now called to a state 
of salvation; there can be no analogy 
between my. former and present senti- 
ments. -^^Give me leave, Madarn^ to 
ask you one question-: — ^Were not the. 
emlea^-ing affections of ; nature im- 
planted in our bosoms by the hand of 
our M*ker? ^^ddo-we^ think you, 
r : render 



?:ender him service bjr endeavouring' to 
root them from ^ence ? — I have toM 
you before, Berwent, I hate argumeiit 
-^— I will not be puxzled ; if you want 
information,' apply to my chaplain. -=— 
Dear Madam, be not angry, *I ^have 
-done ; and according to the light jqu 
now place matrimony to my view, I 
can see no reason why a tnan Ishotild 
eter marry at all.-^Yes, there are 
tnany reasons ; * and it ts' your obsti- 
nacy only that prevents yodfi^m seeing 
drem ;— fti your owa' Situation^ nmr* 
riagei becomes a duty; you are the. 
last of your famfly, isind tf you die 
without heir3 tlie tJtte is -ektinctv^^-Wdl' 
then, Madam, since you-ailo^f-thas, I 
must inform you the man wift^^iovesi 
!Miss Mildmay is e^sactly in' my pre* 
difcan^eiit, and invincibly attached tOt 
her'j' but so greact Is -her deM<*a€y, '4b' 

exemplar/ 



exemplary her honour, that he has no 
hopes of a unipn with her, but through 
the interpositioii of his : mother.— She 
started and turned pale.— I hope, my 

Lord Dearest .Madam, I will 

no longer dissemble ; the very man 

now stands before you. -What ! so- 

Kcit a low-bo Ai wretch — ^a woman whom 
you confess has not even fortune to 
recommend her — court such a one as 
this to be my daughter ! how dare 
you, Derwent, affront me by so pre- 
sumptuous, so extravagant a proposal. 

Her feattires as she spoke were dis-, 
Irofted by resentment, and passion, 
threw its crimson mantle over every part 
that was visible of her person. It was 
no more than I expected ; I ^ was pre- 
pared for the storm; and stood un- 
daunted, whilst my ears were isaluted 
. vox. HI. L with 
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With a volley of sc^coachw, TaiiagUd 
^ith i^epeatod commapds to relingiiisfe 
ipy' design^ or bmiisb myself her pre- 
semre for ever. - Word^ ior a- time came 
in .great plenty to her as^^isji^uc^j but 
at las(^ utterance ^r^mr ditiicult, -^d 
tears: ftQccoeded. -"^Though I ;ivas ^i^t ^ 
disqoncqrted at )ier i^ge, yet I could 
9ot witness cuniiioved ^a i^ent seeuir 
ingly afilictod ; I threw ^jFSelf at her 
feet; J pleaded rny cause with. tender 
wbm UsiQP ;-^in ^ipQ^ctual ipy plead-* 
ings ; I wdfi told .either to jrenQunos 
Olivia, or expect her unremitting dis* 
ples^ure. I arose /rom. my supplkat^ 
ijqg ^popture, and rrosplved XQ phan^ 
the mode of « my ^pjlicp^tioq. At this 
critical moment the doQt opened, and 
in stalked her pioits director ; hut hfi 
sa^v >ve were de^ly engaged, and wonid 
hf^veretirjed,.had I not prevwted.bim* 

—My 



•! 



>^My mothfia^!^ saifid, said I, irdiiK^m« 
jpKHsed ; fifsy, Sir, cohic for^r4 ; your 
coo^any caimot be di^pk^ska^. STiie 
l>qc^ bowed ^ fuU of in^poita^t curi^ 
osity did ^ I f^^<^to^j dnd ioolced 

5!€»y jmck %t^^iy:wryiw*-^— t-My mo* 

tb^ ffo^i^d f lu^aciQijis ^n 1 do you 
VK^Q ^Qf Q¥ift09? :fl»e ?-T- — I am par- 
ticulf rjy ui^i^af^, H^damf liiat no- 
tluQig..][ .^ <^ give :yclfu plieajmre.-^ 

• 

l^igb^ well, mighty well, iny Lond» 
riskig ftom her cbaJi^, and ^dvanoiiig 
towwds 4^ ns^LQ^iH^^ piiegt, as my 
^i^ ^ ^V;|t4d ^you to W4tn^i^ the dis^ 
ttOBfi iftl^p vi^h be ha$ }>lAU3iged me, 
^f^jff i^^9ij^ I <)$>nQ^ hi$ undutiful 
Ibj^bsei^r :l ^hy ^Uide ilU^ eritiae from 
yo^^r-rJOh, Sir K*Ob^ ©octor 1- — n 
h^ fajid l^l^eime tbe ipojgt«i«erable of 
V^m4fn-r-be t^i^iQ^qft 4k> ibiing a b^- 
gar into my famHy* ' 

• L S I took 
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• I took both her .hands in mine> and 
tespectfuUy seating her, insisted on her 
permitting me to lay openthe circum- 
stances of my situation; that I might 
not suffer in the world from prejudice 
and misrepresentation. She made an ef- 
fort to silence me; 1 saw my advantage! ; 
it was my last resource., and I was not 
to be silenced. After saying all I bad 
to say, . the Doctor declared himself 
on my side, and managed so dex- 
terously, that though my mother gave 
me no reason to suppose her resolution 
was in the lesfet weakened, yet I saw 
by, the abatement of her passion, that 
in 3 short time he would mould her 
mind to receive whatever impressions 
were of consequence to my felicity; 
and I saw too, with additional fdea- 
sure, he meant not to be sparing of his^ 
influence in my favour. 

J concealed 



i' 
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I concealed this new reinForcement 
of hope as a corps dt reserve^ and rising 
to take my leave, I moved towards my. 
mother with a solemn, pensive, deter*- 
mined air. — Farew^, Madam, said I, 
you drive mc from your presence; per- 
haps for ever. — I am master of my own 
actions, why lead me like an infant? I 
am passed the age oip controul Why 
will you. not repay my obedience with 
tenderness? My affections are settled 
invariably ; if you withhold your ap^ 
probation, another day, I leave Eng- 
land—a country in which I have ex- 
perienced repeated opposition, the last 
<rf which must be fatal. to my peace. -:- 
She was touched; the Doctor interpo- 
sed ) but I broke from them, and made 
my exit. I had not been at home more 
than, two hours, every moment expect- 
ing a message to recall me, when my 

L 3 Aid- 



Aid-cte^Gamp TH^hed into my j>i€*ftce 
vitft tl^jo^ul tidh^g^ of havil^g gaiH^ 
td a coHipteat y\tt6ty. I do not; want 
gMrifftiide, mA \ thanked him for his 
IMe^Sdly offices by a prdmise o^f th« be&t 
IfMArfheM ill 1)^ f^ 

. M/inotber had seat a nieisai^ by 
hitn to ilK|ii€st I wottlii di^e wk;k her; 
andi m ccmsequenee of my readiness to 
oblige her, she- received me graciously^ 
8^ she would adon see^Miss Mildmay^ 
and if she answered ifiy deseriptkmy 
would not only consent to our union^ 
but even become my advocatcii 

The certainty of calling Olivia my 
own, exhilarated my spirits ; — the pro* 
spect of a good' benefice had the same 
happy effect on the Doctor's, and I 
found his reverence no bad companion 
• ; over 



over a bottle; he is sone of .those who 
can be all .things to all men. ' 

My mother retiriiig soon aftei* ilhtncr, 
we drank our claret freely for half an 
hour, when I ftew emiiting t<» dcMt\i 
Audley-Streety leaving the smug rosy- 
fabed' s^AM nMf«< than half a bishop.— 
Tll€ rest at iK^ leisttw. ♦^ 
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to-Jtfrc Sehpin. 






moce I hxve experienced the 

g of arecoociliatioti 

of my dear affectionate 

CSV ideas have been expand* 

B9T heart has unfolded itself 

rise ftficity of others. How 

ddightful, are such impres- 

ofastroction is lemoved to 

^^'i^* being the wife of Lord 

^ ^ zod my good-natured Lord 

fiim the better for it) is intoxi- 

'ith pleasure ; in short. Madam, 

^jjtogcther a family of rapture. 

— Olivia 



—Olivia writes to you, but she will not, 
I dare say, be one quarter part so* ^e- 
scripiive as lam in^^lined ito )be^ I go but 
little abroad, as my situation makes every * 
kind of fatigue disagrieeable ; and I now 
begin to iind home not only support* 
able, but pleasant. 

The other evening as Olivia and I 
were employed, at our frames. Lord. 
Mortingtpn entertaining us with one 
of Shakespeare's plays, Lord Derwent 
stole upon us. We are so used to ex- 
pect him, he is so mucli a faAiily mau 
in our house, that my. Loid, who was 
got Into one of the long speeches in 
King John, did not lay. aside his book 
when he entered , for my part,, it was 
by mere accident that I took my ey^s 
from my work, and casually looking 
towards him, X saw in a. moment, that 

JL 5 • hiji 



hH comiteftattee Wa^ ftnkft^^ I^Stk Sh 
wkVLSiiti^egteai of viva:city.---^c pbtcei 
hilmdf behfflfd OlWia, Sitd lie leftfft 
over the liack of b«t efvaih She had 
Idot seen bb Lordshtp'it it^toacltL tvfeh 
ittdifiereiiee ; the pf «d$dre tbat ^ittkled 
in his eyes was tramffti^ to btr olWi 
-^she has all the modesty in the worlci^ 
but not a gi^itt of afffectirtion.*-^He 
iinatched htt juntehictaiit hand, ^Xtd 
pressing it fervently t6 his boisomt 
—My dearest, dtAt creature, he elJt- 
claimed in a voice of traiispitft, iny 
tAother consents to otiir nnion-^cftn yotk 
loflger hei^itatc? 

The sudden:6es$ of this address filled 
TO all with astonishmetit — His mother 
^consent to their tinion ! — I protest 1 
thdnght hitn mad ; my Lord dropped 
ills bookj started from his chair, and 

stood 



stood stmhg ^ l:rM as if he 1^ ^ |h^ 
same opmotr. To- deseribe tfe ei^o^ 
tioos of OKl'fe ia^ irBpos^bte.-^AuporaV 
hhxsh has beeil often cetebifat^ by ti^ 
Poets, but Aurora, m b^ gayest co*- 
lourkfg^ »cyer bhrsbed tfk&OKvki; beir 
blush at* tbsl moc^ebt, es^ji^fe^ed afll 
thai? catf be kiaagmed of love^ joy, gm- 
tittide, and surprise; I may call it my^ 
first ifftemew with those ps^siwons;'! 
tteiftT bdbie supposed k possible th^ 

could be so ex^isitely expressive. *- 

Bpeok, nay angel, my life, cOfitiBue^. 
th^ transported lover, speric, ^nd tel£ 
me I am not the ofcgect <rf^ your av€>- 

sion. Hold, Derwent,. cried my 

good man, inte^posiivg,^ CMma shall notr 
^eak; she shaft npt even look at yoii^ 
till you cottvince -me what you tell ui 
of your mother is iH}t ail a. di^eam;; 
pi»ove the reality;: and as; tiie inost d^ 
^vdng man in the^orld, I will venture; 

L.6. to* 



« 

UfproKihefot Olivia'ns heart,, that itshaU 
be all your own. You bribe shigh, my 
JLord ; but I Mill owe all to love, and 
my • Olivia ; my mother will see you 
to*morrow; are you dii4)osed, my angel^ 

to receive her visit? 1 had taken her 

liand in mine; it was cold as death ; 
her delicate frame could not support the 
tide of joy -by which she was over* 
whelmed, she could only bow a silent 
assent to his question ; hereyes filled with 
tears, she arose to conceal . them, and 
^pressing my hand, whispered— —^ear 
Lady Mortington, sufier me. to retire; 
I am the weakest of all human beings. 
In a moment. Lord Derwent. was at 
her feet — why, why these tears, my 
beloved^ you must not leave me ; you 
are superior to aifectalion. Are .they 
tiie tears of compassion ? Do they flow 
from regret that you cannot command 
^our inclinations to reward a passion 

so 



> 
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&0 strongly interwoven yinth my exia#^$ 
ence/as to render them iosepafaWeW 

^I now really feared she wouid hav^ 

&inted; — her tears and siLeii<;e had: 
certainly filled him with alarming ap?: 

prehensions. ^I am quite ashamed^' 

said she, with having exposed myself; 
I must cither declare what wiU cover 
Dfie with confusion, or I must give Lord 
Derwent reason to suppose me un^ 

grateful. :Dearest, best of womeny 

honour me with your real sentimentsy* 
and fear not that I will take advantage: 
of your goodness; the condition to 
which I have seen you reduced, has 
afflicted me beyond measure; I urould 
not again suffer such torments for the 
universe. — I meant not, my Lord, to 
afflict you; I could not restrain my 
tears, they were not the tears of regi^t . 
— have I said enough? and a crimson 
blusk dyed ber expressivecauntenance* 

One 
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'■■■■'■ One iron! more, and I iriK ii6t 
Ibrtliar distress my angel ;^— will you 
dMse&t M see my mother as the f>re^ 

ladle to my l^appiness? Yon leave^ 

me no iA(M^ my Lord; your dism-*^ 
terested tendemessi has a daim to mjr 

obedieiLcei ^The alfectioB, — - — the 

candowj of tfak declaratioo, which W2» 
deliTered irtth a sweetness and dignity 
aot to be equal kd, compfcated his jay? 
**-and Lord MoirtingtoB, who doati 
em OHiria, was half frantic; I hartHy 
know that he has yet recovered his^ 
fight sensesv 

* • 

Lady Derwent cam^ the next monk- 
ing ; she behaved with a great deal . 9^ 
polite civility to bee daughter tl^^ 
{who was^^uite enchanting) she could 
not help being ple^ised with her; yet 
when first she was presented, I read ia 
ker fsountenance with what reluctance 

she 



H^ith sd iMrtsiCh gifsfce, gentlittese^ ami 
f^specl, a» eftutd ttot be re^ed; they 
lirfodaced a miraete, and fafscinated her 
libdyskip 80 tfffi^tua&f, that she not 
duly desired to istfe her oftctr, but 
Itdped lAc wmiW ndt i€ttgtk€n <Mft thfe 
iiitie of her soft's probation by ittt- 
xtecesfjarf delays. -^He wiatched hfe. 
mothef^s hatid, which he pressed to hisk 
Kpift— the eye$ of OKvia sent otit thetir 
dove-like karbmgcfs tc^ exprei^s her 
'grateful feelings^ \rhilst she assitrcdi 
Lady Derwent the affection, which h 
was now permitted her to declare foi? 
the most desetvihg of men, and the 
perfect submission she owed her Lady- 
ship, would never suffei? her to dispute; 
the cotnmands of either. 

. . . . ■ . ' 

When 
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When this pretty scene passed, his 
mother was in the attitude of taking 
leave; so I, shall say.no more of her 
visit, as at' this time^ I: wish to avoid 
every thing uninteresting to my sub- 
ject* The great point gained, other 
paterial matters are now set on foot; 
my happy, good-natured Lord is con- 
sulted on the settlements, &c. and is 
of consequence in a most important 
bustle; the.lawyers will not want a spur 
to expedite tlieir part of the business ; 
but Olivia declares the grand event 
cannot take place without your presence, 
and that of my dear father — Come then, 
I beseech you both, as soou as possible 
—my sister Nelson will in all proba- 
bility meet you in town;.^ — consider how 
many inducements there are to draw 
you hither, and let not the situation of 
your Alicia be omitted m the number, 

LETrm 
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Lard Derwent to' iSir PhiHp West ' 

» ■ , 

riin-Strect 

•• • « • . . " 

Philosophers teu us the lnuta^^ -^ ■ 

bility of human nature admits of reali- 
ties, tbiat death is the only certainty 
on which we can depend^ that happi-* 
ness is a phantom we often glimpse at,," 
but never overtake. 

■ ' 1 

' ( " 

When Olivia, glowing with sensibf- 
li^y? promised to be mine, I gave the 
lie to those, philosophical assertions ;— 

happiness 



happiness was then my own ; I had it 
in actual possession ; but when I thought 
myself most secure, it seemed to be 
taking wing, it -eluded my eager grasp,^^ 
and I expected to have, lost sight of it 
for ever.— This morning it' again ho- 
vervia fiijF irii^w ; ib lo^pks witka smiling 
aspect — my Olivia is out of danger 
—my OUvia will now recover! — ^Wkat 
I have gone through since I last wrote 
y0u^ wktft I ha»e sttffei-ed wii^iri tftie^t 
Htm days^ as i:nuak sm^mios the tnt*^ 
itteitt» of the racl^ iB the tmoiA doi^ 
l^ie bddy in stisceptibiUty of p^ih iivA 
]^easure4 

Monday we spent the day at my mo-* 
tlier's frAnrjr divinity was aH sOttI, no 
appearance of mortailty m Ua c^ompo** 
a»tioQ^ and my paesion bordered on ido-* 




intiled; ,1 sa^, 1 Ij^and, I we^hippcdi 
Why has sfee dcGeivcA me^? why given 
»ie Aiir IncodtesriMe pilk^f ^€ tht i& 
niiMtal ? I eauifot ^dppdrt fhe- thcmgfat 

oi^her being'Mtgadt td di^dofetloik Ut^ 
4itl I beg, h<l^ did I entrMt hdr m d»Gm 

jMnrnVS^n^^i' ]i«dy MiH'fingtott i« 
1^ M be ailec^tod^ b^ a* cdofii^eil Aua^ 
tion, tmd^ j», ds^j^veiXit her etMrtafti^ 

iilKUkahly ^ei^ertfj b^ tily d^airest had 
otvly a thin hce doak thfowft e^et h^f 
shoulders— what busmen have sHdh 
womea with ornaments? Beauty Hkc 
^'si^can it^cdfve ^ advantage Irom 
them; — fdt th€ fotu^^e, I shall hat« 
every part^of afecwllcJ dr^ssj that is aot^^ 

in aome 4e^^) kstrui^^al to her 

pieservatiou^ 
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preservation. — I to^k every pfecaution 
in my power; I insisted on tying a 
handkerchief about her neck; yet, 
notwithstanding all my care, the next 
morning,' when I came to Soutli Aud- 
ley-Street, I found her exceedingly in-, 
disposed; she would not make th6 
worst of her complaint, which she call- 
ed a slight cold; but soon after dinner 
she was so ill, that Lady Mortington 
prevailed on her to retire, and the phy^ 
sician, who was immediately sent for,^ 
threw me into all the horrors of des- 
pair, by pronouncing her disorder a pu- 
trid sore throat, attended with danger- 
ous symptoms. 

From that moment to this blessed 
day, on which her sentence is reversed, 
I can. give you no account of myself ; 
I have been in a state of distraction or 

stupefaction 



stupefaction the whole time. Last 

pight I threw off my cloaths, which, 
till then, I had never t^ken from my 
back-— Doctor P — -*-n assured me my 
treasure was quite out of danger, and 
I slept soundly. — ^—Before I had this 
comfortable cordial of hope administer- 
ed, day and night succeeded to each 
other without my being scared}' able 
to distinguish due fi:om the other.-'— 
Sunshine and darkness are alik^ insup- 
portable to, the wretched. Her fever 
ran so amazmgly high, that for twelve 
hours the clearest reason, the strongest 
judgment, . that ever enlightened mor- 
tality, was in a state of obscurity ; yet 
in her delirium, there was more the ap- 
pearance of reason and judgment, than 
is to be discovered in half the fashion- 
able, circles about town. 

Lady 



Lady Mojctipgton, though advised tp 
be move otutious, aHcn4^ h^r with 
all the tenderness of ^ sister^ — tiaw is 
luy apgel ^dp^ed in this iiunily J-r-the 
lowest domestic in i^t 4seenled.^nder 4;he 
9an^ cloud of alRuiUQn .with their jsp^ 
pei:iors.-rr*A j:irofQvwd ^Ic^nceWfis ob^ 
;^fi:v^d thrQiigh 4iffi hou^f , gnd ^yery 
CQ^nteciWG^ spdii^ agitalici^i I >^as 
Xk^ex fqrth^ i^oip tli^ object of ^my 
^QU^r^ ;attentiq|i, thj^ t^e roq^ p?ex^ 
t^ pwj^L-^-'Maitington .M^as ^the^ p^^ 
xier of^i^y v^dwcholy bo^is i a^d ji^is 
distress could only he ^Meeded by 
yhftt I felt -r- J w,atclK5d tJp^p CQun,te6s'3 
coming QVit and goiQg in to .im^oce 
1^ cQmpi^&^i.cm,;-^tike .^gqnie^ with 
wh^h I pk^d^d '^r £i4wMI9i9.n> -shedid 
Opt .^^s^ay^ fe^^tv—fThe jw;ice I g^id 
for those short interviews, gi;u)tl)/^r. lapidR 
might blush to acknowledge, whilst t 

glory 



glory in j^onfescuing the thQusaml-- 
Ihousand tears 1 ,sjjed fqr my Qlivia*' 

By permission. of her pbysicmiii she 
ijs to Sit up for hfilf an hour this .mortis 
iAg.-TT-Lady ^ortingtoiix is to give me 
Tiotice when she is .dispc^d. to rc;Gcive 
nie; my going home «i.nd.8l?^Vig till 
tliev, was one of the conditions q9 
which I am to bjp gratified with the 

sweetest of all gratifications. 1 have 

not been able to fulfil my en^age<> 
ment wth exactness — I bare beien vp 
eyer s^n(9e fiye, .and Jind from experi- 
ence that grief and joy ^e equally the; 
enemjies.of repose. — My visit nxust.be 
sboit ; onfy pne half hour — those phy^ 
^ci;ans are hardtjiearted creaftures ;— 
I suppose they never were in lave^none 
poor half hour ! 

I remember 
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I remember formerly to have men- 
tioned to you an unfortunate quarrel 
that subsisted between my friend, 
the Duke de Deni, and' his brother, 
the Count Aluredus ; I have just heard 
from the former ; they are both coming 
to England. — ^Tliey have discovered a 
, niece, the loss of whom occasioned the 
breach between them, and a reconci- 
liation has taken place. 



The Duke MTites in raptures of Ma- 
demoiselle Aluredus.— Newton pities 
me for having so hastily disposed 
of my heart, and honours me with the 
compliment of saying, if T could de- 
cently recall it, there is not a man in 
the world whbse alliance 1^ should hold 

in competition <vith mine. 1 long 

to see the Duke; I long to shew him 
my Olivia; to cbnvince him I am not 

* an 



AC.UREDUS. - 24J 

%xi object of pity, and that all the Ma- 
demoiselles in the world could not 
draw my attention one single moment 
from the beloved of. my heart, muck 
less move a link of that sacjed chain 
which so firmly rivets. my affection. 

-Thie Duke and Count are coming 

•over, with Sir William and Lady Nel- 
son ; I wonder if they bring their Ma- 
<lemoiselle with them ; — the heiress of 
so princely a house, will not want 

a husband ; if such be their design, 

ft 

,perli;aps I am the only man they could 
•have miss marked for their purpose. , 

I love the Duke, and admire the 
^Count's character : but was their Alu- 
wdus celestial, and Iiad I never got 
' more than a momentary glance of my 
Olivia, I would have refused the title 
of their nephew. — A note' from Lady 
JMovtington ! — My Olivia is got up ; 

VOL. III. M she 
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she bears the fatigue beyond expecta- 
tion. — ^Farewell ! I go ; I fly ; my im- 
patience will add another spur to tlie 
heel of expedition. 



LETTER 
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Trom the same to the same^ 



£S EVER again let a man depend on 
his wisdom, liis discernment, or his re- 
solution ; never say I will do thus or 
thus; propose to act so or so; — ^in- vain 
he proposes ; he is insufficient to deter- 
mine;— Fate disposes of him, and his 
actions aie governed by an over-ruling 
-Providence^ 

I told you a week ago, at which 
time I would have sworn it too, that 
the i)uke dc Deni, with all his posses- 

M 3 sions 
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sions added to those of Jiis brother the 
•Count, could not bribe me to Cast one 
look but of indifference on a female of 
their family. — I said in the foolishness 
of my heart, how infinitely inferior, 
must be their niece to my adorable Oli- 

^rja! 1 have seen this celebrated-^ 

Heavens, liow justly celebrated Made- 
moiselle Aluredus — I omit the name of 
Newton, as I know her uncle's wish to 
have her only distinguislied by the for- 
mer. — I have seen herj I am convinced 
of my error; and pronounce her by far 
the most beautiful, the most admirable 
of all women. 1 love her passion- 
ately ! 1 love her, if possible, with more 
fe-rvency than I have ever loved before. 

The Duke and Count are traiisported 
at the effect her charms have produc- 
ed; nbris she averse to my happiness; 
$iie scruples not to confess, that from 

th€ 



the first moment she saw me, I wa^' 
not beheld with disfavour. You sec ' 
tiie still in the road to matiiniony, 
thougli not quite so near the goal % 
once imagined ; I have a mpre round- 
about-way to pursue, but suteof reach- 
ing it at the last.- Olivia's settle* 

ments were very near concluded; I had 
not been ungenerous, (they were the 
same with rpy mother's) and her friends 
approved them. — The case is now al- 
tered; I am; to receive with my cha^n 
ming Aluredus, eighty thousand 
pounds 1 fifty from the Dul^, thirty 
from the Coimt, besides double that 
vast §um at their deaths! . They ar^ 
the richest family in France, and are 

lavish to the heiress of their house. 

Circumstances; such as these,, must be 
considered, and will take up more, time 
in adjusting, much more than I am 
willing to allow, . . v 

MS The- 
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of Mademoiselle Aluredus; slie yields 
to my pleasure with a condesceiisiori 
the mdst engaging, * To convince you 
by what irresistible force* temptations 
assaulted me before I could be brought 
to accept the bestfavpur Fortune could 
bestow jf — to convince yoa it was not 
in the power of mortal to infuse thi* 
favour; — I find myself under the ne- 
cessity of being circumstantial. 

Not a moment have I to throw away 
upon any man or woman in the uni- 
verse, whilst my Aluredus is visible; but 
when she retires to her chamber, my 
day , closes,, and gloom succeeds the 
brightness of her presence ; it is then I 
am at your devotion— It is then I shall 
feci something like transport in re- 
tnicing with my pen every incident of 
%v hich my niemory has received such 
'- oressions as time itself will not be 

'M:4 able 
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able to. obliterate. Expect that my 

letters will resemble the patch-worH i» 
your grairdmother's dressing-roftm ; to 
spin a regular web, I have not leisure 
—I shall begin and end as. it happens 
Jto suit my convenience; I only desire 
where the tluead saaps you will endear 
vonr to join it ; and if you perform 
this task with tolerable clearness, I shalL 
not hold, you the most disiogenious of 
ingenious undertakers. 

eONTINUATIOy.. 

I enter on my defence — Olivia /is 
charming ; my heart has long confes- 
sed how infinitely charming! ^^Ma- 

demoiselle Aluredus is not less lovely ; 
my heart also signs to the testimonial 
of her pow^.— The nicest eye cannot 
behold the one in a light disadvantage- 
ous to. tbp others Qi the nicest judg- 
ment 






* 



mcnt decide which is mdst distinguish?-^ 
dble on the list of mental excellencies ;. 
-^if I have; loVed one with rapture, L 
feel, if possible, for the other an en^- 
crease of passion. ' 

The scale is now poised; keei> it- 
steady for a moment, and, when I'have. 
thrown'in afew inferior considerations, ; 
observe with candour to which side: . 
the balanceis inclined. Olivia, ingiv-- 
ing Vme herself; had no douceurs of r , , 
rank,, riches, alliance, to make her. 
gift respectable in the contracted sight : 
of avarice; yet, small as it was, had I : 
never known Mademai«elle Aharedus, . 
to me it would have been of. more ' 
worth" than diadems. — I felt a joy so ^ 
pure, so sweety so lively, in being. tlie/ 
friend of her unprotected virtues, of« 
raising their blushing heads from ob-- 
scurity, and placiiig^them in 'the view* 

m5 off 



of admiration ; I Mt pkasores sO u»- 
ini3<3ejj, tliat I cannot even now reKn- 
i|uish it without a degree of re^uctauce,^ 
M'ithout almost wishing I had never 
heard the name of Madenaoxselte Aha^ 
•redus. One half of mankind will ridi- 
cule this opinion ,- but_ the choice L 
have made may probably restore me to- 
their good graces. — The otlicr. belC 
that is, such men as my friiHidiy 'wSl. 
require na explanation of a mystetyv. 
mysterious only to the naFtdw concep- 
tion of hood-rwinked selfishaOTSi . Yoike 
liave some cause, I confess, to accuse- 
nie of duplicity, by opposing my prac- 
ticeto the theory I advance : perhaps 
you ' will tell me tliat a man wlio 
preaches the doctrine of disinterested- 
love, whilst he acts in direct opposi- 
lion to his own precepts, is a mer^ 
babbler, and should gain no credit 
from his he,arers. — By no means am L 

acting 
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teting m apposition to my doctrine, if 
I did not love Mademoiselle Aluredu^ 
indepetidant of lucrative inducements i 
if I couW not give her thetemlerest 
preference^ to. all other women, I would 
die rather than marry her. ■ I have 
been the slave of Olivia; I am now 
the slave of Aluredus; the former would 
have made me blessed; the latter wilt 
equally bless roe ; — she brings me birth, 
riches, alliance, and let me add friend- 
ship, to which her uncles have bound 
me by the strongest ties of obligation. 

The Duke de Deni has long been my 
ftiend ; I know less of the Count Alu^ 
re(Jus, but enough to convince me that; 
his IS the most finished character hu- 
man uature ever produced.- ^I now 

permit you to decide whether I am right 
or wrong in my proceedings; but 
ivbalever may be yoiir decision, my 

M 6 - fece^. 
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fete is already determinecL- — ^Nexlr 
Thursday se'encight, if the confounds* 
ed lawyers-are not dilatory beyond par^* 
don. Mademoiselle Alitrediis- will be 
Countess o£ DerwejlL 

RECAPrrULATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Not a hundred years ago, as I was 
sitting by the side of Olivia,, between 
the hours of two and three in the after- 
noon, Lady Mortington came into the^ 
room, and putting into, my hand an 
open note, said; In this, my Lord, we 
are equally concerned. -r-Read, and. 
prepare to answer it in person; I obey- 
ed the first part of her command, and . 
these are tlie contents : . 

K O T E. 

''Sir William arid myself" are^ my 
' dear Lady Mortington, just set down 
^ bor?idly fatigued at our own door ;-^ 

* impatient 
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• I 

* iinpati'ent to. embrace you and your* 

* good Lord, we entreat you. both td*> 

* come to us at dinner*— bring, Olivia 
'with you, she is exceedingly<dear,t<^ 
^ us all. -Six William is sending^ a: 

* message to Lord.Derweiit ;-— I have a 

* presentiment, it will be more likely 
^ to find him at your house than his 

* own ; — ^if he falls in your way, pre- 
^ vail on him ta haaDur. us with his • 
' compaay. 

*'M, Nelson.^!?- 

J told Lady Mortihgton sKe must go 
without me ; that since Olivia's health 
made it impossible for, her ta be one of 
the party, I wx>uld not leave her to 
dine alone. — Hey Ladyship ^ replied^ 
that rjiy motive fpu refusing the ipvir 
.teitiori was so gpod as not to admit of 
dispute ; and^ added she with a smile, 
I will undertake to mjake - your peace 

M'ith 
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interested about her, dropped my en^ 
quiries. The ladies did not retire early 
from table ; my heart was with Olivia 
the whole time ;. their presence was a 
restraint upon my motions; inclina- 
tion pulled one way> politeness drew 
another; I was uneasy between both J I 
knew not how to. decide so as to offend 
neither. — Lady Mortington pitied my 
. situation ; she saw me^^ apply to my 
watchy and smiled with as much in'tel- 
ligenceasifshe had said; I underetand 
your impatience; immediately slie pro- 
posed to withdraw.— ^I blessed her coti^ 
siderate goodness, and seized the piie- 
-eious Opportunity. . My chariot had- 
been waiting more than an hour; I^ 
blundered outan apology to Sir William,* 
and was makirig my exit with all inia-- 
ginable haste, when at this critical mo- 
ment, the Duke, who had attended the- 
Ladies to. the door of their apartment,; 

returned.. 
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?€turned* He laid his hand on my 
shoulder ; Where are you going, Der^ 

went? To keep an appointment, 

iny Lord, that I would not neglect for 

the universe. -Then it must be with.- 

a Lady?-- 1 will tell you to-morroiT' 

if you do not detain me now. — ^To- 
morrow will not do; I am impatient to 
see your charmer; you must take me 
with you on conditions. Name your 

conditions. ^You must sit in the 

chariot tilt I know if the Lady: % 
am going to visit is inclined to receive 
the honour you propose^ doing her.— r 
She has been extremely ill ;: the 'pre- 
sence of a stranger may incommode hert 

;- A mere trifle-; what other condi*- 

tion? — ^Tbat if the Duke de Deni is 
refused admission, he exculpates me 
fjom having any share in his disap- 
pointment. — = — Agreed, my Lord,! 
agreed, agreed. He sprung forwardsj 



rushed into my carriage, I fblk)we<^ 
knd away we drove. 

CONTINUATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES* 

Take the conversation in onr way ta 

South Audley-Street, Derweiit, are 

you serious in your attachment? Do 
you really intend to marry the Lady to 

whom we are going? ^ firmly J 

intend if, my dear Duke, that all 
earthly powers united could not shake 
jny resolution, — I am sorry for it!---^ 
Su${)pend your judgment, my Lcjrd,, tiU 
you are admitted to the presence of my 
angel Angels are very scarce be- 
ings; I never knew but one, and. that 
one Lord Derwent might have secured 
to himself, —I never knew but one, and 

that one I have secured to myself. ^ 

Come, come, I have loved you like my 
own son ; you cannot be that relation ;; 
but there is another connection wliich, . 

if 



if you are not obstinate, h yet attain- 
able. -r— I make no doubt but your fair 
one surpasses the common run of 
Vromefl, but a less valuable husband, I 
suppose, might content her j I will 
ttiarry her myself rather than you shidi 
not be at liberty. — I laughed at bU 
pleasantry; it was impassible to be 

angry. 1 swear by Heaven, Der- 

went t if I do xvot tliittk her almost 
equal to our Aluredus,, she shall not be 
your wife,— — Rest it there, my Lord; 
but who is to be the judge ?-~Not you>. 
my friend ; a blind man irtay better dis«. 
-tlnguisb colours, than a lover the ira- 
perfections of his iiiis tress. ^■■ ' Nor 
you, Duke; aa umpire, whose judg- 
ment is biassed by partiality, ought not 
to be trusted with the weights ofjustiqei 

m 

appoint an unprejudiced man to settle 
our debate, and I will venture my last 
hundred oa his. seatcnqe^ 

You: 
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You raise my curiosity to a pain&t 
height ; now should she refuse to gra- 
tify it, I sliall repent your indulgence 
in bringing me to her doon You shall 
irun no risque, in- being refused; my 
vanity is concerned in your conviction 
•— I will present you, my I^ord, without 
the ceremony of asking leave; a denial 
would njow equally torment nsboth. — 
Thq carriage stopped; we got out,, and 
ascended the steps together. . Bqfore I 

« 

proceed,, take in this place the descrip- 
tion of Olivia, such as she appeareji^ta 
the astonished senses. of my friend; in 
^ny other part of my narrative, . tlie 
sluort sketch I shall give you would iii- 
terfere with^niore essential busiaess). --:• 
You are to suppose nothing about th« 
introduction, tilil think proper tp make 
you an ideal, witness of oujr. reception; 
at present, you are to turn your mental 
eye on Olivia, and on Olivia only. . 

Lady 



. Lady Mortington*s drawing-room is 
liung and furnished with green-; on a 
sofa of this becoming colour rested th€ 
•delicate frame of my enchantress; — - 
her attitude was not one of those iu 
which a painter would chuse >t6 exhi* 
bit the portrait of a languishing beau* 
ty; but hadi he been inclined t6 blend 
the loveliness of a Venus with the 
chaste dignity of a Diana, what a hint 
for the exiscution of his pencil ! One 
polished cheek reclined on a pillow, sup- 
ported by an arm of the sofa, added, to 
the graces off exact propriety, the charm 
of negligence; her posture was that of 
ease, not of indolence. ' — Sickness had 
left the traces of its pallid finger on her 
animated cotmtenanoe; but a robe of 
pale pink satin threw a faint bloom 
over the cheek that was visible— a 
biooni more suited to the softness of 
her qjpearance than the fuller glow of 

healtl^ 
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health, which in other situations so ex- 
ceedingly becomes her. — Altogether, 
suppose her figure the most interesting 
tliat can be described, felt, or imagi- 
ned.^ — ^-I have done with raptures; — ^ 
. admire you not with* what coolness I 
can ^eafc of beauties so exquisite ? . Is 
my pen, think you, dictated by passion ? 
— Ko, no, I reserve all my raptures 
for Mademoiselle Alurediis. — Candour 
salone obliges me to do justice to the 

charms of Olivia. ^Why will not the 

female world copy from Olivia? Why 
cannot they speak, act, and dress like 
her? to look like her I know is im- 
possible; but their manners — ^a refine- 
ment in them — is that so difficult?— 

• 

CONTINUATION. 

i brought you to the door — I did 
more; I gave you a peep through the 

key-hole, 
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key-hole, and you have seen the Plioe- 
nix, destined to convince the Duke, 
that my Olivia could riot be surpassed 
by his Aluredus,~My hand trembles ; 
I am at a loss to paint the scene ; take 
it then as I can give it, incoherent, 

perhaps unintelligible.- First, read 

the inclosed ; it is the Histoty of the 
Count and Mademoiselle Aluredus, 
presented me by Mrs. Selwin. 

Continuation of Circumstances why I 
should marry Mademoiselle Aluredus, 
and not Olivia. 

I am just come from my angel; my 
hand l^ss unsteady ; the cordial of her 
presence operates on my spirits, and I 
shall be able to indulge you with half 
an hour before she comes from her toi- 
let In the attitude and elegant dis- 
habille I have endeavoured to describe — 

Olivia 



OKvia struck us at our entrance; I say 
US9 for I w|KS dazzled by l>er inimitable 
figure, as if this had been iny first in^- 
. terview with the soul of beauty. The 
sofa on which she reclined fronted us; 
I chose to go in without being an*, 
nounced ; she had a book in. her hand, 
and did nbt observe wben^ the door 
opened. My best love, (said I, ap- 
proachhig her) I have brought thc^ 
dearest of my friends to visit you; she 
started at the sound of Iny voice, and 
graciously arose, to receive us.— — -The 

Duke de 1 had not time to pro- 

noupce his name; — their eyes met; 
great God! exclaimed the Duke, his 
ai'ms extended, what, wjiat do I see? 
at the same instant, Olivia, with a 
scream of terror, sunk down breathless 
on the floor. — I flew towards her, but 
she M^as already in the Duke's enibr^es^ 
— Shall I confess my folly? Shall I 

' ' . tell. 
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teli you I did not behold her emotions 
. with calmness, or the Duke's unac^ 
countable familiarity, without being 
alarmed by sensatibris I noAv blush' to 
, recollect? I strove to snatch her from 
him; she was not quite insensible, arid 
held oiit her hand, as if to in treat my 
protection; he would not quit her, but 
appeared totally unaffected at my rude- 
ness. — —My dearest child, cried he^ 
my beloved Annanette. — He was going 
on; the sound of his voice eficctualiy 
rouzed her, andibreakin^rfrom hisarms. 
her -bashful foce glowing like crimson, 
she thus" interrupted him.— — l^caye 
me, leave" rae, my Lord; dare you in- 
sult me in the presence of .Lord Der- 
went, who honours me with his affec- 
tion ?— I pressed the dear, trembling, 
apprehensive innocent to my bosom;— 
my life! my soul l' my Olivia ! be com- 
posed. The "name of Annanette, by 
V4)L nr. N ^^Iji^j^ 
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iiliich tbe Duke has addressed you, 
makes me penetrate this seeming mys* 
tery-^you have been imposed on, my 
angel; I swear to you the I>ufce is not 
to blame; lie never harboured a thought 
destructive to that heavenly purity for 
which I adore you."— As I said this, hex 
trembling increased; the bhish of ter-* 
lor and resentment, ni'hich had parsed 
over her fair fece, suddenly gave way 
to the pale h lie of death; she panted 
for breath ; her eyes closed ; a sigb 
forced itself from her, tiiat, like the 
stroke of a poignard, entered my, hearty 
and made me rave for assistance.— The 
Duke, afflicted at the effects his pre^ 
sence had prod need, was retired at a 
little distance till her fears should be 
abated; he watched her movjements; 
lie saw, as he supposed, the approach 
of death; his constraint vanished, and 
he mingled his ciies with mine.~ 

Cur 
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Our '^creams brought about us a muU 
titude of male and female attendants;'^ 
but I beckoned them all to retire ex- 
cept Lady Mortington's woman, who 
assisted our endeavours, which at last 
proved effectual ; the tide of life flowed 
gently through its transparent chan- 
nels, and with it brought back our tran- 
quillity. — — Her Ladyship's servant 
withdrew ; and Olivia, now looking 
round her, cast at the Duke a placid 
glance, devoid of apprehension, seem^ 
5ng to recollect what I had said in his 
Vindication. I held one of her hands, 
and she did not repulse the Duke when 
he laid bold of the other. -^This, said 
he, my dearest Annanette; this is the 
second time yoti have unintentionally 
distressed ixie; you flew from my pater- 
nal guardianship, and now that J havie 
found you, my pi-esence reduces you to 
a state bordering on death; listen to my 

N S defence 
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defence with patience; it is not alovef^ 
it is your tender, aiFeCtionate uncle who 

invokes you. My uncle! the'Duke 

de Deni my uncle ! — I will not be de- 
ceived — no, no, my Lord, k is impos- 
sible that you should be myuncle. 

Her violent agitation threatened a 
relapse. — O! how I cursed my impru- 
dence in bringing him with me. A 
discovery so' important should l^ave 
been made with the greatest circum- 
• spection j yet who could haye imagin- 
ed, who- could have dreamt, that inf my 
gentle Olivia h^ should discover, hie 
should find his divine Aluredus. — ^I 
threw myself at her feet — Loveliest, 
most delicate, most prudent of women, 
hear, I beseech you ; hear with calm- 
ness the wonders your uncle has to re- 
late; he is your uncle; he is the friend 
of y our Derwent. — Rise, rise, my dear 

Lord, 
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Lord, (and she stretched out her hand) 
my reason is tottering on its founda- 
tion; I cannot disbelieve, yet how can 
I cre,dit a paradox so astonishing, that 
Annanett^, the daughter of honest, 
but obscure parents, should be niece to 
the Duke de Deni? You are nei- 
ther, my dear child, replied the Dtike 
with energy, you are neither Anna-' 
nette or the daughter of obscure pa- 
rents, your mother was iny sister, my 
ill-ti*e^ted, my regretted, my beloved 
sister.— -And did you know of this 
connection,, my Lopd, at the time? — 
She stopped ; she looked down ; a mo- 
dest shade, deeper than the tint of full- 
blown roses, flushed upon her cheeks. 
—Spare your question, my beloved 
child ; I adore your delicacy ; I see by 
your confusion to. what point it leads 
you. — No, my love, wh^n I courted 
yoa for my wife, I call Heaven to wit- 

N 3 ncss 
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tiess I was uninformed as yourself of 
the insunnountable bar Providence had 
placed between us ; I always imagined 
Arlington was your real motber,— <— i. 
Good God ! I am not then ier daughr 
ter ; you tell me I aoa ypur niece !-» 
Think that I am your uncle i know me 
for your paternal uncle ; and that I ne- 
ver entertained an , idea injurious ta 
your honour. — She dropped ; the angel 
dropped on her knees before hini'^"^ 
Now, now is the Duke deDedi entitled 
to my duty, my veneration, my oheili*^ 
«nce? will he forgive the errors which 
imposition blinded nie to commit?^~ 
He raised and embraced her;--*! can 
scarcely, said he with an* ail* of plea* 
santry,. pardon Annatiette for flying 
iny house at the artftd instigationta of 
a vile incendiary ; I can scarcely par* 

ft 

don Olivia for the nnkiindness with 

Avhich she received iTie; butwthe virtoie% 

- of 
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of my Aluredus reconcile both to my 
aifebtioiTs. Aluredus f ecIiQ^ sbr# 

Yes, my love, you are nol longer 

Annanette Arlington, but AiuredU»- 
Newton.' — ^Am I tben^an Alutedus? 
Oh, my Ix)rdj with what emotions of 
gratitude, of love, of respect/ doe&finy 
soul rise t^ meet that dear, that revered 
tiamer Did he too — did that v blessed 
saint know that I was the unfortunate 
daughter of his sister?—-— At the name 
of Aluredus her eyes filled, and teal's, 
burst from them in a torrent as she ask- 
ed this question. I was moved beyond 
expression ; I caught her in my arms> 
and would nbt allow the Duke to con- 
vey-to her heart the sounds^ of exulting 
ha|)pines&^ — ^That mortal, who had first 
told her the Count was living, would 
have been the object of my unconquer- 
able envy- By ^ look I asked his per- 
mission to take on myself the delight- 

N 4 . . ful 
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fill oHice, and by the same silent lah-» 
giiage he i-etumed a gracious assent. I 
liad seen the effects of a too sudden 
'surprize, which put me on nvy guard; 
and I administered the cordial, drop by 

drop. Without this precaution, we 

should have been all undone; she must 
have sunk under the weight of joy, 
which, notwithstanding all my prudent 
measures, she was barely able to sup- 
port. How lively, how exquisite her 
transports, when assured of the Count's 
being not only alive, but that I had 
dined with him that very day at Sir 
William Nelson's.-- — She wept; she 
smiled; she lifted up her hands; she 
returned thanks to Heaven in.a.frantic 
kind of extacy ; she would have flown 
to throw herself at his feet, and her 
tears redoubled by the methods we 
used to restrain her. She had not been 
in the air since her illness; to have ven- 

turcd 
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tured her abroad at that time of the 
evening) would have been madness; 
but bur dissuasions were all in vain; WjC 
were at last obliged to place her on the 
sofa, and keep her a prisoner between 
ns. — ^When the force, of her agitations 
was a little spent, so that I could leave 
her with any degree of comfort, I slid 
out of the room without dropping a 
word of my design, giving her iit 
charge to the Duke by a look which 
he perfectly understood. 'f-^My own 
chariot was' not in waiting^- I stepped 
into a hackney coach, and drove to 
Sir William Nelson's, 

CONTINUATION^. 
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When the Duke de Deni wrote me 
of the reconciliation that had taken 
place with his brother, had he men- 
tioned the circumstance of his niece 

N 5 being 



being sheltered: in England^ I sKouSi* 
not have beea surfMrized at. his finding 
her la the person of Olivia; butthis^ 
explanation he omitted. . I kiuew the 
history of Annanette; I knew she had 
flown from his protec^n,; and the traur 
Ues her flight had occasioned ;^, everjr- 
^aiticular of this nature, I received 
from himself when I was lastat Pari^ . 
and the^ amazing discovery his. brother/ 
had made ta him, that her real name ^ 
was. AliveduS) and that she wsis the*^ 
daughter of thar onrly sister^ ha after^*^ 
wards communicated ta me by letter... 
How flattering to my vanity the con»- 
pliment with which his last was con* 
cluded> how flattering now to my pas-* 
sion-^the former consideration I dis- 
regarded; by the latto,. my felicity 
is augmented.**-Thiu:sday se'ennight !^ 
what Bii age shall I tliinkit to Thursday 
ae'nnight!' 

, CONTINUATION.. 



JLZVTCEJDV^^ 479 



GOJKTINUATION. 

Itivas about nine wlien I got to Sir 
WiUiaai Ndson's ; and before I aacemi- 
od to the drawing-rootm^ I directed the 
ttervmnts in waiting ta get up Ladjr 
^MfortiEigtdnV carriage with all possible 
ex^edtkion. i took it for gc»nted the 
whole party would return with me to • 
' South Audley^reet, which made me 
odlect tny senses eBCXugk ta give thosii^ 
directions, that nothing might retard 
rtgy^ inipatiefice to carry bacjc.to my be^ 
k>ved that happiness her heart painted 
to, receive-— ^The two Ladies, the 
County and Lord. Moitington, were at' 
eopds; Sir Wiltiani looked on aud seed- 
ing me enter alone^ they all with- one 
y^tte raqnired what I had done with 
tbe Duke; — He ^ .engjiged» I repliedi^ 
a. thousand times more agreeaUy that^ 
V V : N 6 y oiirselves i-r-- 
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yourselves; — I have often wondered 
what pleasure this painted trash can 
convey by its touch (taking up one of 
the packs which I shuffled, hardly 
knoit'iiig what I said or what I did). 
— Nonsense, cried Lady Mortiiigton, 
pushing me aside, clubs are trumps; 
you are the most unfashionable man in 
the universe— ^Clubs are trumps, my 

I.ord, turning to the Count.* Don't 

talk, said I, of clubs; my thoughts are 

running wpoix hearts. Why did you 

leave Olivia then so early ? — I will pu- 
nish you for that inuendo* — ^Your L^t- 
dyship shall lose your sans-prendre, — I 
defy yoii, my Lord; — will none of you 
hear me, good people? Clubs are 
trumps — lose my sans-prendre ! impos-. 
sible — six trumps, five matadores, aiid 
a king. — ^You lose it, notwithstapding, 
and I mixed her cards with the pack I 
4icld in my hand, — a lauglv iucceed- 
^ ed, 



"aluredus/ 281 

ed, in ^hich she joined with -all the^ 
^•ood humour jniag'iiiable,-=-I knew 
your Ladyship would not be angry: — 
But I am angry, and will tell OUvia 
-^ Deal again, Lord Mortington. — * 
First, my dear, 1^ us hear what Der- 
went has to say ; don't you see he is 
brimful of somethiilg? — Ridiculous — » 
yes, I know he is brimful of; mischief. 

^And so your Ladyship'will expose 

me to Olivia? — Most certainly.^ — Conie 
away then, Madanl, do not threaten, 
but perform* — A servant entered — ^your 
Ladyship's carriage. — This is unkind, 

sister, said Lady Nelson.- Sir-Wilv 

liam^nd the Count looked surprized, it 
being' before determined they were all 

» _ 

to sup together.— ^Is the carriage here 
by your orders,, my Lord? ^asked the 
Countess. •*- Not by my orders posi- 
tively, replied Mortington.* — .^Well, 
then^ contitiued she, this mistake is^^ 

monstrously 



jQODstFOusly ridiculoiis ;. sureljr tke set^^ 
^sautsare j?HaKl-t--.~I believe not, Ma* 
dam; nor is there any xDifitake.;- I bad' 
the honour to deliver your Iiiadyship's 
commands for the carriage*'^! hope 
you win confess that > you had also tho^; 
honour of forging, those comidands;*^^ 
My crime cannot., be. called actual £01^- 
gery^.I only took the liberty of prece*: 
ding your orders by a few moments ;; 
I foresaw you wouM' sup at home with 
all this company, and provided against^ 
delays. — ^There is somietjbing morethaoi. 
bumouT in all this, said Lord MortingT- 
ton; let us into your, confidence ; coft- 
Tsnce, us it- is necessary we should i 
change: the system of our plan, and w£^ 
wiU sii^ here or at home; you shall ccmh- 
ductus as you think, proper.— — Bu# 
wiill Lady Mortington, Lady Nelsoiv. 
StrWilliaiiv and the Count, consent to 
yom: proposal ?*—Y£s>j alV all, they re* 

plied*— 
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jfUed.—Well, theo,, I will tell you, iny^ 
Lord, your conjactmes are not ground-^ 
less; I am not acting fiom the. mere 
wantonness/ of: mirth ; the spirits iu: 
irhich you see me^ jetura to you pro- 
ceed from a real au'gmentation.of heart*- 
&lt happinesi&jv I ad^it no sentiment 
of lihat nature with' which Oh via is npt 
coaaectedy and in the occasion of my/ 
pi*es,ent joy, she isL-more particularly 
concerned than I am; she is ackhow^- 
kdged- by a family of rank more distia- 
guished > than my own, and of virtues, 
infinitely superior^ to their, nobility.-— 
One of those generous, tender rela- 
fkNQ% who has but just made himself 
known, I left with her when I calme 
hither to acquaint you with the h^py 
event— The othe r ■ the other, who 
has been more tham a father to my 
Olivia, who, next to Heaven, is the 
nearest^ dearest object of my soul's a& 

fection; 
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« * 

fection ; that other she has not vet 
seen, the Count Aluredus can only 
bring him to her presence. 

Great and good God ! he exclaimed, 
his arms extended towards me ; I rushed 
into them ; the parent of your lovely 
Aluredus must be the parent of Der- 
went; my tears fell in sympathy with 
his, whilst he pressed me to his heart 
in an agony of joy almost too great for 
utterance. — Happy, happy child, cried 
he, how glorious the situation in which 
thou art restored to me ; complete, my 
dear son, the felicity you have opened 
to my view, conduct me to my souFs 
darling. — Sir William and Lady Nel- 
son, Lord and Lady Moitington, clung 
about him ; no sound but of congratu- 
lation was to be distinguished ; he dis- 
tributed among them his blessings, his 
thanks, his praises, his embraces j they 

had 
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had all been instrumental to the pre- 
servation of his angel, and thq fervent 
tribute of gratitude he paid them was 
proportioned to the exquisite sense in 
which he felt her obligations- -r-My 
carriage was. by this time arrived ; both 
were standing at the door; but we so 
contrived our matters as to croud our* 
selves into Lord Mortington's coach, 
without a thought of incon^moding 
each other; it was first drawn up, and 
there was not one amongst us all who 
would be left behind for an instant to 
take a more convenient situation. As 
we got in, so we got out of the car* . 
riage ; the step let down, idle Compli- 
ments did' not hold us back, or cere- 
mony impede our passage. We pro- 
cefeded, but with less rapidity, to the 
drawing-room. — —Stop here, West, 
you go no further, it would be pre- 
sumptuous fQV a nK>rtal to depicture 

the 



the seraphic interview ; i'c wa^ the m** 
terview of superior beings ; angela onljr 
should have assisted at it. * * 



CONTINUATION^.. 

My moments since this blessed even*^ 

mg have been all white^ not otiestreak-' 

ed with regret, or marked with, dis^ 

content. What will become of you 

and the rest of maiikind ? joy, Loft^ 

Peace, and Felicity, which, led by Voc*^ 

tune, have hitherto illumined the worU^ 

are no longer visible to the would;' they 

h^ve altered their course ^ they are fted 

hither; we engross them all ; you must 

never expect to> see them dance out of 

our circle, but you are invited, warmly 

invited, to come to their home, and 

partake with us theicinfluelice. — tha^vo 

not entered my own hotise this fort*- 

>^'ght^ prithee, Sir PhiKp, take i)r off 

my 



my hands ; I send the deeds by Colo- 
nel M - - ; your acceptance I make 

the* test of youT frieudship ; when yoa 
are settleil in it, I shall agatii visit it 
with pleasure ; you know the narrow, 
almost sacrilegious idea which p^jssess- 
ed me when I made the purchase. — If 
you should follow the example I shall 
set you^ and find the house inconveni- 
ent for a family, you may hand it over 
from bachelor to bachelor, till» like 
themselves^ it moulders^ into dust with- 
out leaving a trace by ^vhich posterity 
can discover it has ever been erected*. 
1 am now an inmate of Lord Morting- 
ton's family, ami a house is fitting up 
in St, Jame s's'Squsare for the reception^ 

of its divine n^istfesa.- ^The Duke^ 

^nd Count continue wttli Sir Wjlliam; 
Nelson during my- novitiate- ; but as> 
aoon as I have taken the vowsj. they; 
are ta be- m-y guests till the beginning: 
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of summer, when I have promised to 
attend them with my beloved ^ wife to 
their own country. — Our time will be 
divided betM^^eu the two kingdoni3, as 
long as these inestimable relations, of 
my Aluredus are continued to ouv ar- 
dent wishes. 

We held a, cabinet council the morn- 
ing after the great discovery, when it 
waa agreed^ that her. iirst appearance 
as their niece mvist be at courtv prepara- 
tive to our marriage ; and. as my .^vife, 
she will have the same- ceremony. to go 
through again.-r-My wife! Jleavens! 
what will be the exultation of my heart? 
How will it throb^with pleasure ;under 
th.e M'eight of my tmnsports!— Never 
did. the "same passion express itself so^ 
exquisitely, yet, &o ditfer^tly, . as in 
the minds of those generous brothers. 
, Joy has a similar effect to wine^ on the 

Duko- 
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Duke de Deni ; he hugs one, he kis- 
ses the hand of another ; he is here, 
there ; you see him in every corner of 
the house ; he springs hke a boy at 
leap-frog ; he varies his attitude faster 
than your eye can follow him ; he 
talks incessantly, but the most inte- 
resting subject cannot for thyee seconds 
fix his attention ; he laughs till he 
cries ; — we laugh with him, or should 
become quite unacquainted with the 
sound of our own voices; he has a 
fund of humour, and it is no blemish 
on the understanding to pay it this 
ti'ibute ; a cynic would find himself 
compelled to join in thef mirth he raises. 

The Count Aluredus, with more 

of sensibih'ty In his composition than 
I have ever met with in any human 
creature, is ecjually under the dominion 
of joy ; but joy does not intoxicate. 
liim to act with extravagance; his 

heart 



heart might be called a pure crucible ; 
j<iy comes from thence refined by rea- 
son, mellowed by piety ; it mixes in 
-all his words, in his looks, in his ac- 
tions ; there is nothing boisterous in 
its expression, yet its force is not dis- 
tinguishable ; the Count Aluredus's joy 
is rather to be seen than heard, — When 
he thanks Mr;^ Selwin, Lady Nelsen, 
and the Countess, for having been the 
friends of his adopted child, you then 
behold it tempered by a reflection of 
what that darlhig child suffered before 
slve found an asylum in their protec- 
tion — when he folds me in his arms, 
when he tell me his Aluredns shall be 
mine, when he flatters me I have de- 
served her love, and blesses me in the 
same breath with winch he blesses her, 
then his joy must be visible to any other 
ej'c, from mine it is concealed ; I am 
blinded by the glare of my own trans- 
ports; 
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ports ; but when he gazes on the dar- 
ling of his soul, when he calls on the 
spirit of her mother to witness his fe- 
licity, it is then that his joy blazes with 
a brightness almost radiant. 

« 

CONTINUATION. 

Half the hours which are thought 
aecessaiy by the dronish sons of stu- 
pidity for the purpose of repose are 
enough for me; the other half I steal 
from sleep to dedicate toyoaand recol- 
lection. — I never feel an alloy to my 
happiness but when I brood over the 
train of misfortunes by which the 
Count Aluredus has been pursued— 
Five years the venerable, body of that 
best of men was loaded .with ironsi by 
accursed * Pagans, whose hearts were 
hardjer than the chains in which they 
bound him ;— he will carry the marks 

of 
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of their barbarity, to his grave; and 
whilst their infernal whips entered his 
flesh, famine opened its hungry jaws 
to devour him. — Forced to labour with 
brutes, uarefreshed by human society, 
he languished out his miserable capti- 
vity. * Not for the universe would I 
have my gentle Aluredus acquahited 
with his unprecedented sufferings; to 
her he has accounted for his long ab- 
sence by causes more supportable. His 
escape from slavery was miraculous. — 
Nothing but a miracle could have re- 
stored him to us ; take here a short 
sketch of this singular event. — One 
sultry afternoon, as the Count -was em- 
ployed in dragging a vast weight, to 
which three other unhappy slaves were 
also harnessed, he fainted in putting 
his strength to its full exertions. -r-What 
happened after he dropped upon the 
earthy Jie do^s not remember; but ima- 
gined 
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^ines:, fmixi the wounds widi which he 
was covejped, that the overseer^ belie vr 
mg bim dead, had coniimied his^ opi'^. 
mOQ by the outs, and slashes with wliiqh 
he had^ mangled his body^ SLod* had left 
him behind a&^iseles^ lua^r^ throwing: 
the supkposed eorpjse into a shallow pit^ 
near the place where our, dear Count 
fell down^ Day was ebUng fast when 
he first began to feel himself alive, and 
he resigned himself to his h.t^ with a* 
<3almn&i^;^ a magnadimity^^rhich n^Ver 
deserts- hiift in the ntost trying situa^ 
tions.— 'The groans he uttered from the 
^treme agony of his AWunds, drew to* 
wards him two men who were crossing 
a .path near the place-wh^e he lay ex- 
piring.— These men were hiibited as In* 
fidelsi, but their hearts were not insen* 
sible to compassion ; they jiimped into 
the pit to exalBine the miserable crea^ 
Cure whose laxnentations excited their . 
vDL. m, o pity, 
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pity, and lifting him out, they laid him 
gently on the grass. In performing this 
charitable office, one of them looking* 
narrowly at the Count's features, cried 
out to his comrade in the French 
tongue, that it was their noble com* 
mander the Count Aluredus ! — ^\Vhat a 
comfortable sound ; — the Count yms 
not able to speakj but crossed himself 
several times to shew they were not mis- 
taken, and by his motions implored 
their assistance. — These renegades were 
taken prisoners when he lost bis liberty, 
atid had gained credit in the country 
by embracing Mahometan ism. 

The fondest parent "was never more 
adored by his children, than the Count 
Aluredus by all those who fought under 
his command ; his humanity, his ge- 
nerosity, his affability, g-ained him the 
Irighest reverence ; there was not a man 

but 
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but would cheerfully have given up Ivis 
own life in defence of the Count.-— -Ko 
wonder then, that in meeting these 
renegades he met with his preservers; 
they had retained their, love and viene- 
ration for their great, their good Cap- 
tain, even after they had yielded up a 
more superior duty. They threw them- ♦ 
selves on. their knees before him ; they 
washed with their rude tears the gashes . 
cruelty had imprinted on his emaciated 
body ; their tears were not a common 
atonement ; they were not used to flow^ 
perhaps they were the first tribute their 
rugged hearts had ever paid to tender- 
ness.—^ — I do not mean to give you 
the Count's adventures at large; here 
ends my heart-rending recital. 

I have presented my Alurcdus audi 
hei- uncles to my mother ; her ideas 
are not so far ascended in their flight 

. o2 ' •' Ip 
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to Heaven, but ttiat she can lookdo\m 
•with extasy on the difference betw^a 
Olivia, whom nobody oiw^ned, and the 
hcires&of alspkiuTidfamily, d^ed \^ 
iier relatioAs. 

The extreme Lady Denyent hm 
fetely fallen into, hasi given me a, great 
deal of occasional anxiety. — I have 
liad some conversations, with her chapr 
lain on the subject; he regards me 
as his futui^ patron,, is disposed, to 
oblige ^le, and does not want unde^r- 
standing. — I have all the rca^son in the- 
>TOrld to hope that my arguments, 
supported by the inclination of this 
revei'^nd dictator, will in time reduce 
my mother's excess of piety to the. 
medium of reason. I would extract 
the dross of ostentation from the Juim- 
ble purity of religion-^I would not 
have Lady Derwent again too much 

in. 
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m love With the world ; I OHly wisli 
her to think and speak of its innocent 
ciyoyments with less austerity. 
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La^ Nelson to Madame Tourville. , 

» • 

I 

Bond $treef .r- 

J. HAVE many inducements to comply^ 
with the request you made me at part- 
ing ; that of transmitting Sir William & 
thanks and my own to our Parisiaji 
friends, is by no means the smallest. 
Many are the acknowledgments we 
send you, but they cannot be numbered 
with the ciyilities we have received 
from Monsieur and Madame Tourville*^ 

The Duke c|e Deni and the Count 
Aluredus have' recovered that amiable 

o 3 niece. 
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niece, in pursuit of whom they accom 
panicd us to Britain ; they have found 
lier on the very point of bestowing her 
Iiand on your favourite, who w^as dis- 
tinguished at Afontpellier by the appel- 
lation of the handsome Englishman. -r- 
Had the uncles of Mademoiselle Alu- 
redus looked through- the world for a 
husband deserving of her, their choice 
must liave fallen on Lord Derwent — 
His disinterested passion, before he 
knew of any advantages she possessed 
independent of nature and education, 
tnarks Inm of all men the most deserv- 
ing of her, I told Mademoiselle this 
nu)niins: I was li'oins: to write to vou : 
J pskcd if she had any commands ?— ^- — 
Oh, Lady Nelson ! replied the sweet 
grateful creature, a tear falling on her 
fair cheek, tell your amiable friend, 
tell my dear benevolent Madame Tour- 
ville, that I shall never forget to date 

the 
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the sera of my happrness from her ap- 
pearance at the humble cottage, ia 

which I was once sheltered- 1 guess 

your surprize by what my owu has 
been on finding the. Olivia, who^ 
through your recommendation, I sent 
over to my mother, was niece to the 
Duke de Deni and the Count Aluredus. 

^When she attends her uncles to 

France, she will let you into the par- 
ticulars ; they are much too long for a 
letter, or I would not leave your cu? 
jiosity ungratified. — I have another 
message from Mademoiselle Aluredus. 
The poor cottagers who afforded her. a 

comfortable shelter in the hour of her 

f 

ilistress, are the objects df )ier kind 
consideration j it is her request that 
you present to thep the enclosed draft 
oathe Count's banker^ and to assure 
those honest, worthy people, this is not 
the la^tmark they are to receive of her 

o4 remembrance. 
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remenibrance. — My father and mother^ 
who arrived in London two days after 
us, have given a third of their hearts to 
Mademoiselle Aluredus, yet Lady Mor- 
tington and myself do not find we are 
impoverished by her sharing thesn with 

us. Except the iq»ferview between 

her and our dear Count, which it is 
not in language to describe, I have 
never seen any thing more afibcting^ 
than her interview with my mother ; 
she threw herself at herftet ; there was 
so much energy, so much eloqueoee m 
her expressions, her attitude so striking** 
iy graceful, that it is impossible to d.e« 
tefmine whether the si^t, untir^d with 
gazing, or the ear with hearing, was 
most highly gratified. -^-*-Tlic Dake 
dianked my mother wSdi a. lively »po«^ 
iite galiaatry; but the Count's ac-^ 
knjowledgn^ents were penetrating*'^^ 
There was not a dry ^cjte ia -our eir* 

cle; 
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* * 

cle ;; my dear good mother was over- 
whelmed; her exquisite feelings of 
pleasure nearly bordered on distress. ' 
— -^Hie Count has presented her \\:ith 
a Superb set of dHessiflg plkte-^-^tb La- 
dy Morlingtiin a watfch and chain, set 
With diamonds— ^I am ashalncd to tell 
yoti, Mjidame, that, by tiie same ^ene- 
teaity, I am posiSessed of a! neckiaco 
fttid ear-ring3) whith tnf hlisbabd's for- 
tnfte 'i^ill ^eerrCdly entitle trie' to \teaT 
-^ith ptapYitty.'^Wt are infinitely patn-^ 
ed to accept aach extravagant prooft 
of thb Count's fjCVoUr, bat our accept- 
aticd W9i9 uuavoidablCi-^You will find 
yourself on his retxitn to Frante under * 
the ^aifie ii^oedslty ;— by allyour ad*^ 
dress you wiH not be able to ^^^Ithstatid 
his mode of forcing on you what he 
will call a memento of his Aluredus's 
merit, which had the power of raising 
her friends in defiance of Fortune s per- • 

5 secution^- 
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eecution. — I am called away — LaJy 
Mortington is taken ill. 

Three in the Morning; 

I have left Lord Mortington the 
most transported of men — I thank 
God, my de^r sister is in safety, and 
two houi-s ago she made him the father 
of a fine boy ; — the little brat has oc- 
casioned a deal of trouble to his poor 
m6ther, which I hope he. will repay her 

for in future. ^I am come home fa- 

tigued to death; the packet sets off 
to-mdrrpw, which makes, me take up 
my pen to signify, in the sincerity of 
my heart, that neither time or absence 
can ever abate my perfect regard and 
esteem for my dear Madame Tourville. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXXV. 



Lady Alice Sinclear to Lady Hassard. 

Cavendish Square. 

A HE deuce take Lady A-*- — 's im- 
portunities — I should only have passed 

through London in my way to if 

it had not been for her— she was goiiig 
-to town on Saturday, I must stay till 
then— it woiild be the greatest cruelty 
in the world to let her travel alone. 
^-- — ^Well, out of my abundant good- 
nature, I complied. — What had I to 
do with good-nature? — I hate good- 
nature, it draws one into more scrapes 
than enough*— r-r-Sunday too she must 

drag 
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drag me to court — it is horrid imper- 
tinent in people to press one to do the 
thing which is contrary to our inclina- 
tionsy but this imperious Vomau makes 
all who venture near her ridiculous as 
herself; I could weep over the inex^ 
Cusable weakness of my nature. 



The drawing-room was fuller than 

• I ever remember to have seen it, ex- 
cept'oa SL birth-day— so maiiy Specta- 
tors of my mortificaf ion, it . is insup- 

* portable !-*-! took my place in the cit- 

• _ _ 

cle next Lord Hillman, the Daily Ga- 
zette of our fashionable parties, atid I 
readi intelligence extraordinary in capi- 
tal characters on the front! of thb calfs- 
-ikin folio. — 'I asked' him of what na- 
ture ?-^He refilled t6 my questioii I^ 
another.— How long has yovaf LadJ»- 
lAip been out of the world ? t .- Long 
enough^ m^ Ibord; to- hav^ a tbousa^ 

strange 
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strange events happen in my absence^ 
and I apply to your Lordship for in- 
formatioH, — Then, perliaps, you have 
not heard of tlie remarkable piesenta* 

tion whi©h is -this day expected ? 

Not a word of the matter. —I am hap^ 
.py that the honour of acquainting your 
Ladyship devolves on me. -The en- 
trance of thieir Majesties, for a moment 
mterrupted him, but in the next, he 
TCttimedtohis subject — Heaven knows^ 
CKf how little importance I thocight it^ 
;»id with how Ifttie impatience I A^ited 
its continxiation ; bat when he said the 
Jjadj to be presented was nieee to the 
Duke de Deni and the Count Aluredusy 
I began to feel rather more interestedi 
I have-often heard niy n^other speak of 
this &mily ; by a ridiculous int(^mar*> 
riage, they stood in that sort of rela* 
tionsbip to her which the vulgar distin- 
guish by the appellatioa of first coa^ 

sinsw 
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sins. — I am the worst genealogist in 
the world; all I can tell you. is this, 
that a sister of this very Duke de Dieni, 
being ill used in France, eloped from 
her family and put herself under the 
protection of my grandmother,' mar- 
ried an indigent man of quality, wis 
reduced to beggary, and was conse- 
quently thrown oiF by all her Englisli 
connections. — On reading another 
jwigc in the foolish folio, I found out 
that a Phoenix had sprung from the 
ashes of this reduced relation, and that 
she was the very person to be presented ; 
and more, that Mademoiselle Aluredus 
was on the evg of becoming Countess 
of Derwent — I thought I should have 
5unk — ill mannered wretch !—What 
detestable information did he give me ! 

I asked him in a tone of doubt, minr 
gled with scorni if I might depend on 

his 



Ills intelligence? or if, like the Brussels 
Gazette, I Avas to expect a contradic- 
tion in the next paragraph. He 

assured me upon his honour it was 
true, and, by way of sweetening the 
pill, added, that the Duke and Count 
were to make the present fortune of 
their niece a hundred thousand pounds. 
— As he stuttered out this last mighty 
pleasant anecdote, the eyes of the whole 
circle were directed towards the en- 
trance, and my head mechanically 
turned the same way. I felt petrified 
with astonishment and rage; it was 
very lucky I did not burst into tears 
of Vexation when the features of this 
dazzling beauty, this hundred thousand 
pounder, and what is a million times 

' '^rorse, this destiiled wife of my adored 
Derwent, recalled to my memory the 
woman whose, humble situation once 

' prompted me to ifastilt hen — Yes, Lady 

Hassard ! 
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llassai'dl^-it is true, it is fact, th«fr 
Olivia, the bone-pick^F of Lady Mor- 
tington, k the .prodigious ^ne Lady X 
saw presented under th'€ nKxst flatter* 

. ing distinctions, and who attracted"^ 
more admiration in one minute tiian 
has falkn to my lot .in my whole course? 
of study to engagie it ;— this^ even this^ 
I could have bom without feeling the 
absolute tortures^ of madhe^, had not 

. this treacherous heart of mine to>d me 
truths insufferable, — Why does itfoFiCje 

■me to confess, that this Mademoiselle k 
more beautiful tlun all the beauties my 
eyes were ever vexed withP r Her 

, dress corresponded with the elegance of 
herfigm^e; her gown was light blue 
satin, so exactly matched to the colour 
of her eyes> that I am apt to suppose 
slie caried them into Si>itaI6elds as. a 
pattern — no diamonds, no gold, i\fh 
silver^ allplaip to a degree of plain- 

ness» 
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ness, the triiptnlngs entirely ^composed 
of pearls, girl! ear-rings, necklace, and 
buckles, also pearls; her head had no 
other ornament thap^a large pearl sprig, 
fornjQd to represent lilies of the valley ; 
in her bosom, natural rose-buds, witiv 
spri^ of myrtle in blossom, completed 
her drapery, and more tl^u completed 
my defeat 

* 

The Duke and Count ' appeared ra- 
ther in the light of ido.laters than un- 
cles, particularly the latter ;—rwhy did 
th^ey not keep her in France? She has 
s^t the whole mass of my blood in a 
' ferment — :yes, I shall die — absolutely 

die of a mortification, — Derwent was 

» 

odiously ridiculous whilst his Mademoi- 
selle was presenting ; I thought his heart 
'Nvould leap out of his bosom; and fly 
across the room to. piM^strate itself at the 
feet of its idol; — the fondness with which 

he 
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he followed the enchantress with his vile 
love-fraught glances, was possitively 
quite unhred and downright provok- 
ing. Now ^Vould I. give any thing 

but my vivacity to know how Lady 
]\Iortington takes all this mighty pretty, 
affair. — I swear she still doats oii Der* 
went; and what the gipsey saw pass 
between them at Cornelly's, Lady Alice 
Sinclear ceases not to remember.— I 
will submit to give my 'hand and for- 
tune to Fame; — by the bye, Lord 
Robert is more and more importunate. 
Well, I say I will even marry him, if 
I can devise no means less intolerable to 
make him assist me in propagating to 
the world, that Lady Mortington's con- 
versation witli her lover at the mas- 
querade was not on indifferent subjects. 

I can't put these vile Fierich folks 
out of my head; their odious Made- 
moiselle, 
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moiselle, I understand, was to have 
been Countess of Derwent last Thurs- 
day, but the fair idiot chose to put it 
off till her, dear Lady Mortington was 
enough recovered to grace the cerC'* 
niony j — some people say she is no fool ; 
but this, however, is no proof of her 
wisdom; — a. rival who has gone such 
lengths was much more to be avoided 
than courted — but what have I to do 
, with them ? Let them, if they will, 
marr their own happiness ; it would be 
a noble revenge for the paugs I have 
suffered: — if the> do not torment each 
other, I am woefully afraid they are so 
far out of Fortune's reach, that no fo- 
reig'^n plagues will be able to affect their 
felicity^ . I am ^either in humour with 
myself gr any body about me; but my 
dear Lady Hassard, I am your's in 
spile of peevishness, disappointment, 
and all the horrors of despair. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVt 
2jl a: DcrutMi ta Sir JPlIiip IFe^t. 

JL/^OK up, my friend, anii behold 
me placed oa the tiptoe of Fortuae's 
em;Dence. — ^Iv lovelv wife, bv whose 
hand I reached this summit, stands smi- 

* ling by my side. — ^Tlie sun of prosperity 
glows upon us ; ten thousand loves are 

* enlisted iu our service; tlie roses of 
peace spring up under our feet. — ^—Ex- 
alted so much abo\ e the rest of man- 
kind, my head grows giddy with sur- 
veying the vast expanse of happiness 

that surrounds me. 1 am not in a 

humour for long letters; it is enough, if 
I can tell you, tli^t L am the husband 
of my adored Ahircdus, and tliat my 
transports have not reduced me *o au 
absolute state of insanity. 

FINIS. 
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